
 
 

 
 

 

Date Built:    Late 1890s— 
Early 1900s 

 
Style: Vernacular Bungalow 

 
Original William C. Masson 
Owner: 

 
Designated: May 6, 2009 

THE WILLIAM C. MASSON RESIDENCE 
 

    Headwaters Corner, 23075 Mulholland Highway 

Calabasas Historic Landmark No. 1

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: Picture of the front of the property 

 
The Masson Residence was built during the “Homesteading Days” in the early 
1900s.  At this time, settlers rushed to file claims to acquire 160 acres of land by 
way of the Homestead Acts.  William C. Masson received a land patent in 1904 for 
his 160 acres.  The Masson Residence, located on Old Topanga Canyon Road was 
strategically placed on the only route to Santa Monica, where the 1910’s Port of Los 
Angeles Long Wharf was built.  Therefore, this location was beneficial to settlers 
because goods were accessible to them and transported through this road. 

 
The Masson Residence is an excellent example of a homestead home built during 
this time period and represents the early settlement of Calabasas.  It is also the 
only remaining homestead in the city and one of the few remaining in Southern 
California. 

 
Other owners of the property include George C. and Jessie E. Tucker,  the Forbes 
family,  the Carlson family, and Patsy R. Miller. Today the house is part of Headwaters 
Corner, the headquarters for the Mountains Restoration Trust. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revised: June 13, 2016 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The one-story single-family home 
is made primarily of post and 
beam construction and the floor 
joists are supported by oak tree 
trunks.  The present appearance 
dates from 1924 when the 
residence was remodeled and 
expanded to include the addition 
of two bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
a kitchen, living room and cellar. 
The Masson Residence has a new 
roof and narrow lap siding.  The 
main portion of   the residence is 
covered by a side-facing gabled 
roof  and  many  of  the  windows 
are flanked by shutters.  A front- 
facing  gabled  bay  projects  from 
the south end of the residence. 
The residence sites on a stone 
foundation; the same stone was 
used for the chimney  on the side 
of the home 

 
The additions to the home depict 
how homestead houses evolved 
over time. As families grew and as 
areas developed, homesteaders 
could afford to add onto their 
homes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above: Original “one room” portion of the residence 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above: Rear of residence 

 
Below: East side of residence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Above: Rear and east side of the residence 

 

 
Above: Stone fireplace on side of residence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The City of Calabasas’ Historic Preservation Program was created in January 2008 to safeguard Calabasas’ heritage by protecting our 
unique historic places for the education and enjoyment of the people of Calabasas.  The City of Calabasas is currently identifying 
properties such as the Mason Residence that are worthy of preservation and demonstrate Calabasas’ unique character and heritage. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
City of Calabasas 

100 Civic Center Way 
Calabasas, CA 91302 

T:818.224.1600 
 

www.cityofcalabasas.com 

http://www.cityofcalabasas.com/

