Date Built:

Architect:
Style:
Size:
Cost:

Designated:

1981

Frank Gehry
Deconstructivism
1,500 sq. ft.
$120,000

May 20, 2009

THE ROBERT BENSON RESIDENCE

Calabasas Highlands, 23685 Clover Trail
Calabasas Historic Landmark No. 2

Above: View of residence taken from Frank O. Gehry The Complete Works

The owner, Robert Benson was working as a law professor at Loyola Law School in
the late 1970s when he met Frank Gehry. Gehry was designing the campus for the
school, which was his first major commission. Mr. Benson asked Gehry to design him
a house. Gehry had gained recognition in the late 1970’s for his Deconstructivism
style of architecture and for experimenting with cheap inexpensive industrial
materials, such as corrugated metal and chain link fencing. The Deconstructivism
style is characterized through unrelated, disharmonious abstract forms that seem to
have no logic. The design of the house began in 1979 and was completed in
1984. The Benson Residence is the only example of Gehry’s work in Calabasas
and embodies many of the signature elements found in Gehry’s later works, which
include unfinished qualities and fish shapes.
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The Benson Residence is made up
of two separate buildings on the lot
joined by second-story bridges.
Both buildings are sitting into the
hillside and below the grade of the
road. The building on the east is
rectangular and one-story in height
and covered by a flat roof used as
a deck. It is sheathed in
overlapping strips of green zigzag
asphalt roofing. Then entrance is
over the “moat” between the 2
buildings. This building houses the
kitchen, dining and living room
areas. The building on the west
is rectangular and three stories in
height. The building is clad in
brown, wood shingles. This
building houses the bedrooms
and a study. Two elements of the
home were never constructed: the
carports and the roof deck.
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Above and Right:

Photos of the Model taken from
Frank O. Gehry The Complete Works

Below:

Frank Gehry Concept
Drawing for the Benson
Residence from Frank
0. Gehry The Complete

The City of Calabasas’ Historic Preservation Program was created in January 2008 to safeguard Calabasas’ heritage by protecting our
unique historic places for the education and enjoyment of the people of Calabasas. The City of Calabasas is currently identifying
properties such as the Benson Residence that are worthy of preservation and demonstrate Calabasas’ unique character and heritage.
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