
 

Adult Summer Reading List 2026  

The River Has Roots – Amal El-Mohtar  NEW F EL, e-audiobook 

For generations, on the edge of Faerie, the Hawthorn family has upheld a bargain to care for 
the enchanted willow trees, in exchange for magic. The newest caretakers are sisters 
Esther and Ysabel, but their bond will be tested when Esther rejects a would-be suitor. 

Catering to Nobody – Diane Mott Davidson LP F DAV, e-audiobook 

Owner of Goldilock’s Catering, Goldy Bear has been running her business successfully 
until she caters for a funeral and one of the attendees drops dead. When rat poison is 
found in the victim’s food, Goldy knows it is up to her to clear her name and discover the 
real culprit.  

Witch of Wild Things – Raquel Vasquez  F VAS Romance 
In a family gifted (or cursed) with magic, Sage Flores has a gift when it comes to plants. 
Having left home on bad terms, she has reluctantly returned, where she reconnects with 
the boy who broke her heart.  

The Chef – James Patterson     F PAT 

Accused of committing murder in the line of duty, detective Caleb Rooney of the New 
Orleans Police Department uses the contacts from his moonlighting job as a celebrity 
food-truck chef to counter a terrorist plot. 

Lessons in Chemistry – Bonnie Garmus  F GAR, LP F GAR, e-book, e-audiobook  

In 1960’s California, chemist Elizabeth Zott’s life takes an unexpected turn, putting her 
center stage on the cooking show Supper at Six. Her scientific approach to cooking not only 
disrupts the perception of cooking but also inspires other women to challenge the status 
quo. 

An Edible History of Humanity – Tom Standage 394.12 STA 

This book shows how food and agriculture have impacted people and civilizations 
throughout history. 

Lawns into Meadows – Owen Wormser  635.96 WOR 

Landscape designer Owen Wormser explains how to replace the deadscape we call lawn 
with low-maintenance, eco-friendly meadows.  



The Complete Guide to Saving Seeds – Robert Gough 631.52 GOU 

Enjoy your favorite varieties of garden plants year after year with this comprehensive guide 
to gathering, preparing, and planting seeds.  

This Is Where the Serpent Lives – Daniyal Mueenuddin NEW F MUE, e-book, e-audiobook 

A powerful portrait of contemporary feudal Pakistan, and a farm on which the destinies of a 
dozen unforgettable characters are linked through violence and love, resilience, and 
tragedy. 

Broken Country – Clare Leslie Hall  NEW F HAL, LP F HAL, e-book, e-audiobook 

Beth and her gentle, kind husband Frank are happily married, but their relationship relies 
on the past staying buried. But when Beth's brother-in-law shoots a dog going after their 
sheep, Beth doesn't realize that the gunshot will alter the course of their lives.  

The Last Garden in England – Julia Kelly   F KEL  

A tale of five women in three eras, whose lives are tied together by one very special garden. 

California Native Gardening – Helen Ann Popper  635.9 POP 

This is the first month-by-month guide to gardening with native plants in a state that follows 
a unique, nontraditional seasonal rhythm.  

The Edible Front Yard – Ivette Soler    635 SOL 

Soler offers step-by-step instructions for converting all or part of a lawn into an edible 
paradise. 

Hedge – Jane Delury      F DEL, e-book, e-audiobook 

Maud is a talented garden historian and devoted mother to daughters Ella and Louise. 
Motivated to reinvigorate her career and escape her troubled marriage, she accepts a 
summer job restoring the garden of a lush, nineteenth-century Hudson Valley estate. There 
she makes the acquaintance of coworker and archaeologist Gabriel Crews, whose passion 
for landscape history matches her own. 

The Lost Garden – Helen Humphreys F HUM 

London is on fire from the Blitz, and a young woman gardener named Gwen Davis flees 
from the burning city for the Devon countryside as a volunteer for the Land Army. There, she 
teaches a group of young women how to plant and harvest crops in the dilapidated gardens 
of an old country estate, which is also hosting a regiment of Canadian soldiers. 


