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California's 2025 Building Energy Efficiency Standards (Title 24, Part 6), which went into 
effect on January 1, 2026, mandate strict decarbonization measures for pools and spas. 
Primary gas-only heaters are effectively prohibited for new installations. Builders must 
utilize primary systems powered by either heat pumps or solar thermal heating 
systems.  
 

Key Regulations & Requirements 
 

• Primary Heating Restrictions: Standalone natural gas or electric-resistance heaters 
are no longer allowed as the primary heating source for newly constructed pools and 
spas. 

• Alternative Heating Systems: Primary heat must come from renewable energy (such 
as solar thermal) or high-efficiency Heat Pump Pool Heaters (HPPH). 

• Solar Coverage Mandates: When installing solar thermal pool heating, the solar 
collectors' surface area must meet or exceed 65% of the pool's surface area for single-
family homes, and 60% for multifamily and nonresidential properties. 

• Combos & Dual Systems: For combined pool and spa setups, you may require a 
dual heating system to accommodate the different temperature needs of a pool versus 
a spa. 

• Electrical Upgrades: Because heat pumps significantly increase your property's 
electricity demand, older homes may require an electrical panel upgrade (e.g., to 200A 
or greater) to handle the new equipment load.  

 
Compliance & Remodeling 
 

• Permit Date Matters: Any pool or major pool remodel project permitted on or after 
January 1, 2026, must fully comply with the new, higher efficiency standards. 

• Existing Heater Replacements: If you are repairing or replacing an existing gas pool 
heater, single-family residential properties are generally permitted to replace it with 
like technology (i.e., another gas heater). 

• Dedicated-Purpose Pool Pumps (DPPP): In addition to Title 24, Title 20 Appliance 
Standards mandate that all newly manufactured residential and commercial pool 
motors and pump controls meet strict energy regulations.  

 
For detailed technical specifications, compliance manuals, and forms—such as the LMCI-
PLB-03-E compliance certificate—refer to the California Energy Commission. To view 
exact sizing math, solar collector calculations, and other options, you can review the 
Energy Code Ace Pool and Spa Fact Sheet. 
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