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DECLARATION OF SAMER SHAMMAS 

I, Samer Shammas, declare as follows: 

1. I make this declaration in support of Respondents County of Los Angeles and

4 County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County's Opposition to City of Calabasas' Opening 

5 Brief in Support of Petition for Writ of Mandate and Declaratory Relief. I have personal 

6 knowledge of the facts set forth herein, except as to those stated on information and belief and, as 

7 to those, I am informed and believe them to be true. If called as a witness, I could and would 

8 competently testify to the matters stated herein. 

9 2. I am employed by the County Sanitation District of Los Angeles County

10 ("District") as a Supervising Civil Engineer within the Planning Section, a group within the 

11 District's Facilities Planning Department. I have worked for the District since 1999. I am a Civil 

12 Engineer licensed by the State of California. 

13 3. On February 7, 2025, the District made a written request to the Los Angeles

14 Department of Public Health ("LAD PH") for an emergency waiver to the Solid Waste Facility 

15 Permit No. l 9-AA-0056 (the "Permit") for the Calabasas Landfill (the "Landfill"). The LADPH 

16 is the Local Enforcement Agency ("LEA") for the Landfill. The request, directed to Karen Gork 

17 (the Chief Environmental Health Specialist with the Los Angeles County Local Enforcement 

18 Ag�ncy), sought a temporary emergency waiver to Items 4.b and 4.c of the Permit. Specifically, 

19 the District requested the following temporary changes to the Permit given the 2025 LA wildfires 

20 and expected disposal of fire debris at the Landfill: 

21 a. Item 4.b: Temporarily modify the operating hours for the Landfill from

22 "8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m." to "7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m." 

23 b. Item 4.c: Temporarily increase the incoming daily waste tonnage limit

24 from 3,500 tons per day to 5,000 tons per day. 

25 4. On February 13, 2025, I received an email from Ms. Gork attaching the LEA's

26 approval of the District's request for temporary emergency waivers of standards relating to Items 

27 4.b .and 4.c which increased the operating hours and daily waste tonnage limits. The emergency

28 waiver was put into effect from February 13, 2025 to June 13, 2025. A true and correct copy of 
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1 Ms. Gork's February 13, 2025, email to me (and others) attaching both the District's February 7, 

2 2025, emergency waiver request and the LEA's February 13, 2025, approval of the temporary 

3 waiver request is attached hereto as Exhibit 107. 

4 5. As reflected in the County Respondents' Compendium of Exhibits, Exhibit 108, on

5 June 13, 2025, a revised Extension Request for an Emergency Waiver of Standards was submitted 

6 by the District to the LEA and approved, extending the emergency waiver of standards to 

7 December 31, 2025. 

8 6. On July 31, 2025, as reflected in Exhibit 108, the District requested a further

9 modification to the Emergency Waiver of Standards seeking to allow the receipt of disaster debris 

10 from non-residential properties containing no hazardous waste. 

11 7. On August 1, 2025, I received a letter from the LEA approving the modification

12 request of emergency waiver of standards for the Landfill. A true and correct copy of the LEA' s 

13 August 1, 2025, letter is attached hereto as Exhibit 108.

14 I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

15 foregoing is true and correct. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 
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26 

27 

28 

Executed on this 17th day of November, 2025, at Whittier, California. 

6334626 
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Message 

From: Shammas, Sam [SShammas@lacsd.org] 
Sent: 2/13/2025 6:07:07 PM 
To: Revilla, Mark [MRevilla@lacsd.org]; Langpap, Bryan [BLangpap@lacsd.org]; Kharrat, Habib [HKharrat@lacsd.org]; 

Vakharia, Russ [RVakharia@lacsd.org]; Bogdanoff, Debra [dbogdanoff@lacsd.org]; Zondervan, Derek 
[dzondervan@lacsd.org]; Tremblay, Ray [RTremblay@lacsd.org]; Partridge, Scott [spartridge@lacsd.org]; Pierce, 
Dave [DPierce@lacsd.org] 

Subject: Fw: Signed Letter Re: Solid Waste Facility Permit Emergency Waiver Request for the Calabasas Landfill 
Attachments: DMS-#7405506-v2-Solid_Waste_Facilities_Permit_Waiver_Request_for_the_Calabasas_Landfill.pdf; LEA Response 

to Calabasas EWS Request 2.13.2025s.pdf 

Good news - LEA waiver approved for CALF per email below and attachments. I will forward a copy 
to Chris Sheppard and Emiko later tonight. 

Sam 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Karen Gork <KGork@ph.lacounty.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, February 13, 2025 17:41 
To: Hong, Deborah <DHong@lacsd.org> 
Cc: Daniel Shelley <dshelley@ph.lacounty.gov>; Shammas, Sam <SShammas@lacsd.org>; Mendez, Brianna 
<briannamendez@lacsd.org>; Habaradas, Ken <khabaradas@ph.lacounty.gov>; Beverly Tway 
<btway@ph.lacounty.gov>; Nai.Teurn@calrecycle.ca.gov <nai.teurn@calrecycle.ca.gov>; 
Ivan.Palenyy@calrecycle.ca.gov <ivan.palenyy@calrecycle.ca.gov>; Felicia Truong <ftruong@ph.lacounty.gov> 
Subject: RE: Signed Letter Re: Solid Waste Facility Permit Emergency Waiver Request for the Calabasas Landfill 

CAUTION: EXTERNAL EMAIL. 

Hi Deborah, 

Please see the LEA response to your waiver request. 

Thank you, 

Karen Gork 

Chief Environmental Health Specialist 
Los Angeles County Local Enforcement Agency 

From: Hong, Deborah <DHong@lacsd.org> 

Sent: Friday, February 7, 2025 1:44 PM 

To: Karen Gork <KGork@ph.lacounty.gov> 

Cc: Shikari Nakagawa-Ota <sota@ph.lacounty.gov>; Daniel Shelley <dshelley@ph.lacounty.gov>; Shammas, Sam 

<sshammas@lacsd.org>; Mendez, Brianna <briannamendez@lacsd.org> 

Subject: Signed Letter Re: Solid Waste Facility Permit Emergency Waiver Request for the Calabasas Landfill 

K. External Email. Proceed Responsibly. 

Hello Ms. Gork, 
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Please see attached signed letter re: Solid Waste Facility Permit Emergency Waiver Request for the Calabasas 
Landfill. 

Any questions, please contact Sam Shammas, 562-908-4288, ext., 2716. 

Thank you, 

Debbie Hong 
Admin. Secretary I Facilities Planning Dept. 
562-908-4288 ext. 2700 
dhong(a)lacsd.orq 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
SANITATION DISTRICTS 
Converting Waste Into Resources 

Website I Facebook I X (Twitter) I Instagram I YouTube 
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C. 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

Robert 
General Manager 

Ferrante 
Chief Engineer and Gene 

SANITATION DISTRICTS 1955 Workman Mil l Road, Whittier, CA 90601-1400

Converting Waste Into Resources Mailing Address: P.O. Box 4998, Whittier, CA 90607-4998 
(562) 699-7411 • www.lacsd.org 

February 7, 2025 

VIA EMAIL ONLY k2ork(i)ph.lacounty.2ov 

Karen Gork 
County of Los Angeles 
Solid Waste Management Program 
Department of Public Health 
5050 Commerce Drive 
Baldwin Park, CA 91706-1423 

Dear Ms. Gork: 

Solid Waste Facility Permit Emergency Waiver Request for the Calabasas Landfill 

The Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts (Districts) requests an emergency waiver to Items 4.b. 
and 4.c. in the Calabasas Landfill Solid Waste Facility Permit No. 19-AA-0056 to allow for the receipt of 
debris from the recent windstorms and wildfires in Los Angeles County that are declared emergencies. Tt is 
requested that the following changes be allowed for a period of approximately 120 days commencing upon 
LEA approval. The following information is provided pursuant to 14 CCR Section 17210.3(b) in support 
of this waiver request: 

The following temporary changes should be made to the Solid Waste Facility Permit 
No. 19-AA-0056: 

a. Item 4.b.: Change receipt of refuse from "8:00 am to 5:00 pm" to "7:00 am to 6:00 pm." 

b. Item 4.c.: Change incoming daily tonnage limit from 3,500 tons per day to 5,000 tons per 
day. The site has existing resources to handle the increase in tonnage. 

2. As of December 31, 2024, the remaining capacity at the Calabasas Landfill was estimated to 
be approximately 3.7 million tons or 6.3 million cubic yards based on the current approved 
Landfill Fill Plan.' The remaining life of the existing permitted site is approximately 16 years. 

' The Districts is currently working with the Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning to obtain approval 
for a revised final fill plan design that will allow a portion of previously stockpiled soil that is not needed for operations 
to remain in place. The revised fill plan would not result in an increase in refuse disposal capacity. Based upon 
preliminary calculations, the remaining volume at the site utilizing the proposed revised final fill plan is 5.2 million 
cubic yards resulting in an estimated remaining site life of approximately 11 to 16 years. 

DOC 7405506 
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County of Los Angeles -2- February 7, 2025 

3. The Calabasas Landfill operates diversion and recovery operations for green waste, tires, 
asphalt, white goods and metals as described in the JTD. 

4. A listing of locally-approved temporary transfer or processing sites to be used to store disaster 
debris for future reuse or recycling: N/A. 

If you have any additional questions concerning this matter, please contact Sam Shammas, 
Supervising Engineer in the Sanitation Districts' Planning Section, at (562) 908-4288, extension 2716. 

Very truly yours, 

Russ Vakharia 
Division Engineer 
Planning Section 

_ _ is OM 

cc: (All submitted electronically.) 
Alisa Chepeian, Los Angeles County, CEO Office 
David Nguyen, Los Angeles County Department of Public Works 
Christopher Sheppard, Los Angeles County Department of Public Works 
Shikari Nakagawa-Ota, Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 
Daniel Shelley, Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 

DOC 7405506 
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OF LOS ,

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

Public Health ] -~ 
C4VFORN'P

BARBARA FERRER, Ph.D., M.P.H., M.Ed. 
Director BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MUNTU DAVIS, M.D., M.P.H. Hilda L. Solis 
County Health Officer First District 

Holly J. Mitchell 
ANISH P. MAHAJAN, M.D., M.S., M.P.H. Second District 
Chief Deputy Director 

Lindsey P. Horvath 

NICHOLE QUICK, M.D., M.P.H. Third District 

Deputy Director for Health Protection Janice Hahn 
Fourth District 

LIZA FRIAS, REHS Kathryn Barger Director of Environmental Health 
Fifth District 

SCOTT ABBOTT, REHS, M.P.A. 
Assistant Director of Environmental Health 

5050 Commerce Drive 
Baldwin Park, California 91706 
TEL (626) 430-5374 • FAX (626) 813-3000 

www.publichealth.Iacounty.gov/eh/ 

February 13, 2025 

Mr. Russ Vakharia, Division Engineer 
Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts 
1955 Workman Mill Road 
Whittier, CA 90601 

Subject: LEA Approval of Emergency Waiver Request Due to Recent Wildfires for Calabasas 
Landfill (SWIS NO. 19-AA-0056) 

Dear Mr. Vakharia, 

The Los Angeles County Local Enforcement Agency (LA County LEA) has received a written request 
from the Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts (Districts) for an emergency waiver of solid waste 
facility permit conditions at the Calabasas Landfill due to emergency conditions created by recent 
windstorms and wildfires. This request was submitted in accordance with Section 17210.3(b) of Title 
14 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR). 

The LEA approves the Districts' request for a temporary Emergency Waiver of Standards in 
accordance with 14 CCR 17210.4 and the following findings: 

1. On January 7, 2025, the Governor of California, Gavin Newsom issued an emergency proclamation 
for Los Angeles County as defined in 14 CCR 17210.1(k). 

2. This Emergency Waiver is in effect from February 13, 2025 to June 13, 2025. 

3. This Emergency Waiver of Standards allows for the Calabasas Landfill to do the following: 

a. Change receipt of refuse from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

b. Increase the incoming tonnage per day (TPD) from 3,500 to 5,000 TPD to allow for the 
Districts to accept non-hazardous disaster material from the fires provided it is permitted 
to be received at the facility. 

4. The Calabasas Landfill is in operation with a valid Solid Waste Facility Permit issued by the LA 
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Mr. Russ Vakharia 
February 13, 2025 
Page 2 of 3 

County LEA. 

5. All other state minimum standards and permit conditions which are not the subject of the waiver 
shall remain in effect. 

6. The approval by the LA County LEA of this Emergency Waiver of Standards will not pose a threat 
to public health or the environment. 

7. Calabasas Landfill has implemented all feasible diversion programs to maximize diversion as 
outlined on Page 2, item 3 of their request. 

Pursuant to 14 CCR 17210.2 (f), the LA County LEA may modify, cancel or revoke the use of this 
waiver without advance notice if it is determined that any of the following conditions occur: 

1. The operator's use of the emergency waiver will cause or contribute to a public health hazard or 
threaten public health and safety or the environment. 

2. The terms ofthe emergency waiver are not being used expressly for disaster debris and recovery 
associated with the recent LA County wildfires or are not carried out in a manner that protects 
public health and safety or the environment. 

3. The operator is not utilizing disaster debris diversion programs to the extent feasible. 

4. The emergency waiver is no longer necessary. 

Pursuant to 14 CCR 17210.5 - Reporting Requirements for a Solid Waste Facility Operator, the 
Districts shall, within 90 days from the date of the issuance of the Emergency Waiver, submit a written 
report to the LEA detailing the following: 

1. The daily amount of disaster debris received and diverted at the facility. 

2. The jurisdiction of origin for the disaster debris received at the facility. 

3. The increase in tonnage or volume of waste received per day during the effective period of the 
activated waiver; and 

4. The facilities (if any) used to process the disaster debris. 

This approval of the emergency waiver request does not relieve the owner or operator from complying 
with all other local, state, and federal requirements. 

If you have any questions, please contact Dan Shelley at (626) 430-5540 or dshelley((a~ph.lacount .gov. 

Sincerely, 

(JA GJ 
Karen Gork 
Chief Environmental Health Specialist 
LA County LEA 
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Mr. Russ Vakharia 
February 13, 2025 
Page 2 of 3 

Cc : Ken Habaradas, khabaradas(a ph.lacounty.gov 
Beverly Tway, btway( ph.lacounty.gov
Felicia Truong, ftruong(aph.lacounty.gov
Karen Gork, kkgork(a ph.lacounty.gov 
Nai Teurn, Nai. Teumcalrecycle.ca.gov 
Ivan Palenyy, CalRecycle, Ivan.Palenyy(d)calrec cl~gov 
Sam Shammas, SShammas(a~lacsd.org
Brianna Mendez, briannamendezklacsd.org 
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EXHIBIT 108 



                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 1, 2025 
 
Mr. Russ Vakharia, Division Engineer  
Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts  
1955 Workman Mill Road  
Whittier, CA 90601  
 
Subject: Local Enforcement Agency Response to a Modification Request of Emergency 
Waiver of Standards for Calabasas Landfill (SWIS No. 19-AA-0056)  
 
Dear Mr. Vakharia,  
 
On May 29, 2025, the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, Solid Waste 
Management Program acting as the Local Enforcement Agency (LEA) received a written 
Extension Request for an Emergency Waiver of Standards (EWS) from the Los Angeles 
County Sanitation Districts (Districts) for the Calabasas Landfill to facilitate the receipt of 
debris from the January 2025 windstorms and wildfires in Los Angeles County. The waiver 
was initially approved on February 13, 2025. On June 13, 2025, a revised Extension Request 
for an EWS was received and approved. On July 31, 2025, a request to modify the EWS was 
received to include the receipt of disaster debris from non-residential properties containing 
no hazardous waste. This request was submitted in accordance with Section 17210.3(b) of 
Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR).  
 
The LEA approves the Districts’ EWS Modification Request in accordance with Title 14 of the 
California Code of Regulations (14 CCR), Section 17210.4 with the following conditions:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

BARBARA FERRER, Ph.D., M.P.H., M.Ed. 
Director 
 
MUNTU DAVIS, M.D., M.P.H. 
County Health Officer 
 
ANISH P. MAHAJAN, M.D., M.S., M.P.H. 
Chief Deputy Director 
 
AZAR KATTAN, J.D., M.P.H. 
Deputy Director for Health Protection 
 
LIZA FRIAS, REHS 
Director of Environmental Health 
 
SCOTT ABBOTT, REHS, M.P.A. 
Assistant Director of Environmental Health   
 
5050 Commerce Drive 
Baldwin Park, California 91706 
TEL (626) 430-5374 • FAX (626) 813-3000 
 
www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/  
 
 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
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First District 
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Second District 
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Third District 
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Fourth District 
Kathryn Barger 
Fifth District 
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Mr. Vakharia 
August 1, 2025 
Page 2 of 3 
 
1. This EWS Modification Request is in effect from July 31, 2025, to close of business on 
December 31, 2025.  
 
2. This EWS approval allows for the Calabasas Landfill to do the following:  
 
a. Increase the hours of operation from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  
 b. Increase the incoming Tonnage Per Day (TPD) from 3,500 TPD to 5,000 TPD to allow for 
the Districts to accept non-hazardous disaster material from the fires provided it is permitted 
to be received at the facility.  
 
3. On January 7, 2025, Governor of California, Gavin Newsom issued an emergency 
proclamation for Los Angeles County as defined in 14 CCR 17210.1(k).  
 
4. The Calabasas Landfill is in operation with a valid Solid Waste Facility Permit issued by the 
LA County LEA. All other state minimum standards and permit conditions which are not the 
subject of the waiver shall remain in effect.  
 
5. The approval by the LA County LEA of this Emergency Waiver of Standards for residential 
and non-residential properties containing no hazardous waste, increase daily tonnage, and 
extended hours of operation will not pose a threat to public health or the environment.  
 
6. Calabasas Landfill has implemented all feasible diversion programs to maximize diversion 
as outlined on Page 2, item 3 of their request.  
 
Pursuant to 14 CCR 17210.2 (f), the LA County LEA may modify, cancel or revoke the use of 
this waiver without advanced notice if it is determined that any of the following conditions 
occur:  
 
1. The operator's use of the emergency waiver will cause or contribute to a public health 
hazard or threaten public health and safety or the environment.  
 
2. The terms of the emergency waiver are not being used expressly for disaster debris and 
recovery associated with the recent LA County wildfires or are not carried out in a manner 
that protects public health and safety or the environment.  
 
3. The operator is not utilizing disaster debris diversion programs to the extent feasible.  
 
4. The emergency waiver is no longer necessa



Mr. Vakharia 
August 1, 2025 
Page 3 of 3 
 
Pursuant to 14 CCR 17210.5 - Reporting Requirements for a Solid Waste Facility Operator, 
the Districts shall within 90 days from the date of the issuance of the initial Emergency 
Waiver (September 13, 2025), submit a written report to the LEA detailing the following:  
 
1. The daily amount of disaster debris received and diverted at the facility.  
 
2. The jurisdiction of origin for the disaster debris received at the facility.  
 
3. The increase in tonnage or volume of waste received per day during the effective period 
of the activated waiver; and  
 
4. The facilities (if any) used to process the disaster debris.  
 
This approval of the emergency waiver request does not relieve the owner or operator from 
complying with all other local, state, and federal requirements.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at dshelley@ph.lacounty.gov or (626) 430-
5540. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Daniel Shelley, LA County LEA 
 

 
Cc:  Ken Habaradas, LA County LEA  
     Karen Gork, LA County LEA  
     Beverly Tway, LA County LEA  
     Felicia Truong, LA County LEA 
     Lilit Baghumyan, LA County LEA  
     Sam Shammas, SShammas@lacsd.org 
     Brianna Mendez, briannamendez@lacsd.org 
     Nai Teurn, CalRecycle, Nai.Teurn@calrecycle.ca.gov 
     Ivan Palenny, CalRecycle, Ivan.Palenyy@calrecycle.ca.gov 
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