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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL DISTRICT

CITY OF CALABASAS, a California Case No. 25STCP00642

municipal corporation,

DECLARATION OF GUADALUPE
Petitioner and Plaintiff, RODRIGUEZ, SUPERVISING

V. ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN OF

HAZARDOUS WASTE FOR COUNTY

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, a California SANITATION DISTRICTS OF LOS

county; LOS ANGELES SANITATION ANGELES COUNTY IN SUPPORT OF

DISTRICT NO.2, an independent special COUNTY RESPONDENTS’ OPPOSITION

district; and ROES 1-10, TO PETITION FOR WRIT OF
MANDATE

Respondents and Defendants.
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Trial Date: December 12, 2025

DECLARATION OF GUADALUPE RODRIGUEZ, SUPERVISING ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN
OF HAZARDOUS WASTE FOR COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICTS OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

NOSSAMAN LLP

David C. Lee (SBN: 193743)
dlee@nossaman.com

Kasia Penn (SBN: 306056)
kpenn@nossaman.com

50 California Street, 34th Floor
San Francisco, California 94111
Telephone: (415) 398-3600
Facsimile: (415) 398-2438

Attorneys for Respondent and Defendant
COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICTS
OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY

2

DECLARATION OF GUADALUPE RODRIGUEZ, SUPERVISING ENGINEERING TECHNICIAN
OF HAZARDOUS WASTE FOR COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICTS OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

DECLARATION OF GUADALUPE RODRIGUEZ

I, Guadalupe Rodriguez, declare as follows:

1. I make this declaration in support of Respondents County of Los Angeles and
County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County’s Opposition to City of Calabasas’ Opening
Brief in Support of Petition for Writ of Mandate and Declaratory Relief. I have personal
knowledge of the facts set forth herein, except as to those stated on information and belief and, as
to those, I am informed and believe them to be true. If called as a witness, I could and would
competently testify to the matters stated herein.

2. I am employed by the County Sanitation District of Los Angeles County as a
Supervising Engineering Technician of Hazardous Waste at the Calabasas Landfill (“Landfill”).

3. As part of my duties and responsibilities, I am responsible for training personnel
for evaluating, identifying, handling and responding to hazardous waste materials brought to the
Landfill for disposal by customers. I am qualified as a course trainer for Class RO03 curriculum
(Recognition and Handling of Hazardous Materials and Hazardous Waste) through the California
Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (“Cal OES”). Ireceived my Cal OES certification as a
Hazardous Materials Instructor on November 9, 2021. As part of my training, [ am also required
to undergo a 40-hour Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response (“HazWOPER”)
training course, which is a U.S. OSHA-required program for workers involved in handling and
responding to hazardous substances. I am required to undergo annual 8-hour HazZWOPER
continuing education. As a Hazardous Waste Supervisor, | am considered a subject matter expert.

4. The RO03 (Recognition and Handling of Hazardous Materials and Hazardous
Waste) course is required training by the California Department of Toxic Substances Control
(“DTSC”) for all personnel who work at a facility that has an identification number registered with
the Environmental Protection Agency and handles hazardous materials or hazardous waste onsite.
The Landfill is one such facility.

5. Each year in October, I conduct the RO03 training at the Landfill for all Operations
personnel, including, heavy equipment operators, refuse site attendants (“RSAs”), water truck

drivers, traffic directors, ground crews, power plant personnel, landfill engineering technicians
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(who monitor landfill gas), site supervisors, engineers, and hazardous waste technicians known as
“Haz Techs” (who actually handle hazardous waste materials). The ROO03 training is provided
onsite as required. I mandate this training for all operations personnel given the potential that they
will encounter hazardous waste and material while working, whether they actually handle such
materials and waste or not. I include all personnel so that they develop awareness in how to look
for and identify hazardous wastes located in the waste debris brought to the Landfill. My training
includes focused attention (including the use of numerous photographs) on the types of hazardous
waste and materials that are not permitted for disposal at the District’s solid waste disposal
facilities, including the Calabasas Landfill. In addition to the RO03 training, Haz Techs are also
required to undergo the 40-hour HazZWOPER training and annual refresher courses.

6. In addition to the above annual RO03 training, all new employees in the hazardous
waste group are trained for 3-4 weeks at the Puente Hills Materials Recovery Facility with
experienced personnel. New employees are trained about the load inspection program (discussed
below), hazardous-waste handling, and records management.

7. I am aware that the District has published a Joint Technical Document (“JTD”) for
the Calabasas Landfill and have familiarity with portions of it as it pertains to training and
inspection requirements. A true and correct copy is attached as Exhibit 1 to Petitioner’s
Compendium of Exhibits. I am aware that the District has published a Joint Technical Document
(“JTD”) for the Calabasas Landfill and have familiarity with portions of it as it pertains to training
and inspection requirements. A true and correct copy is attached as Exhibit 1 to Petitioner’s
Compendium of Exhibits.

8. The District performs two different types of inspections of waste materials at the
Landfill: (1) “random” inspections conducted pursuant to the JTD and the Solid Waste Facility
Permit for the Landfill; and (2) “Load Inspections” of waste materials brought to the Landfill. A
true and correct copy of the Solid Waste Facility Permit for the Landfill is attached as Exhibit 2 to
Petitioner’s Compendium of Exhibits.

9. As set forth in Section 8.11 of the JTD (Hazardous Waste Screening Program), the

District is required to conduct “random inspection[s] of incoming loads” and to maintain “Records
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of inspections.” Pursuant to Section B.1(c)(1) the Solid Waste Facility Permit, the District is
required to make one (1) random inspection “for every 500 tons of municipal solid waste and other
materials.” As reflected in the Solid Waste Facility Permit (Section 4.c), the Landfill is permitted
to accept 3,500 tons per day of waste materials. Therefore, up to seven (7) random inspections are
required per day pursuant to the Permit based on waste intake levels.

10.  Under my direction, the District, for more than two (2) years, has required at least
ten (10) daily random inspections of waste loads entering the Landfill, including on days in which
the total inbound waste loads do not reach the allowable 3,500-ton daily limit. Random
inspections are made of any type of waste loads, including fire debris loads from the 2025
wildfires and non-fire-debris loads (i.e., general waste loads). Therefore, the District’s “random”
inspection program (as part of its Hazardous Waste Screening Program) actually exceeds the
requirements set forth in the Solid Waste Facility Permit.

11. The random inspection process implemented at the Landfill is as follows:

a. The process starts at the weigh scales at the Landfill entrance where
customers are asked to identify the nature of their waste loads. Based on that description, the
customer is either permitted to proceed to a designated disposal site (depending on the nature of
their waste), or the load is rejected, and the customer is turned away with information about
facilities that can accept their waste.

b. If the customer is permitted to enter the Landfill, the description of the
waste load is recorded on a load “receipt.” The customer will receive a copy of the receipt.

c. After receiving the load receipt, the customer will drive to a traffic stop
“intersection” where they will be directed to a specific location to dispose of their waste load, i.e.,
the refuse disposal area.

d. At this stop, Haz Techs will randomly select customers for a waste load
inspection. Haz Techs are trained not to exceed more than two (2) random inspections per hour.
Random inspections also must be at least fifteen (15) minutes apart from each other. Haz Techs
are further instructed to diversify the types of vehicles and loads selected for random inspection to

the extent possible.
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e. If a customer is randomly selected, the Haz Tech will follow the customer’s
vehicle to the designated refuse disposal area. At that refuse disposal area, the Haz Tech will
check the load receipt, record the random inspection, and personally monitor the unloading of the
customer’s waste load to: (1) confirm that it matches the description on the load receipt; and (2)
visually inspect the waste load for household hazardous waste materials or other impermissible
wastes. The random inspection report data is then entered into the District’s Hazardous Waste
Tracking database, and a physical copy of the report is retained at the Site Superintendent’s office
as required by the Permit.

f. If the Haz Tech identifies impermissible/hazardous waste, the load will be
rejected, and a Load Rejection Report will be prepared identifying the unacceptable waste and the
customer’s data. The rejected waste will either be reloaded into the customer’s vehicle (if
possible) or removed to the District’s Hazardous Waste Yard for further action. A copy of the
Load Rejection Report is saved to the online Document Management portal.

g. If the Haz Tech determines that the waste load is acceptable, the customer’s
load will be disposed of in the ordinary course of business.

12. The Landfill also conducts “Load Inspections” which are distinct and separate from
the random inspections described above. These inspections are integrated into the waste load
disposal process. Specifically, as addressed above, all personnel who interact with waste loads are
trained to look for and identify potentially hazardous waste. Therefore, all loads are subjected to
scrutiny by personnel at every stage of the disposal process, i.e., by staff at the scales inquiring
about load types or traffic directors directing customers to specific refuse disposal sites or heavy
equipment operators pushing waste loads into their final disposal location. The process for Load
Inspections is as follows:

a. Steps (a) — (c) of the random inspections are the same for Load Inspections.

b. Once the customer arrives at the refuse disposal area, they unload their
waste loads at the refuse disposal area. Based on their above-described training, all Landfill
personnel involved in the waste disposal process are trained to identify common household

hazardous waste materials.
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c. If, during the waste unloading process, any personnel identify potential
household hazardous waste or other impermissible waste, they are trained to immediately contact a
Haz Tech. The Haz Tech will then visually inspect the identified load to confirm whether it is
deemed to be hazardous waste or not. If hazardous, the Haz Tech will arrange for the hazardous
waste to be either reloaded or relocated to the Hazardous Waste Yard at the Landfill for further
assessment and processing.

d. If the waste load passes the Load Inspections, it is pushed into its final
disposal location and ultimately buried under at least one foot of alternative daily cover or dirt.
Once covered, the rubbish cells are buried and no longer visible.

13.  With respect to the fire-debris loads from the 2025 LA wildfires, I implemented
additional Load Inspection requirements. Specifically, every load of fire-debris dumped at the
designated refuse disposal site is visually inspected by a Haz Tech inspector. Accordingly, every
load of fire-debris is visually inspected to ensure that hazardous waste items are removed.

14. Given the expected significant volume of fire-debris resulting from the 2025 LA
wildfires, I also increased the number of Haz Techs at the Landfill from two to four members. 1
further staggered the clock-in start times of these Haz Techs to ensure that at least two Haz Techs
were available to inspect fire-debris and refuse loads at the refuse disposal site during all operating
hours of the Landfill.

15. There are no requirements within the JTD or the Solid Waste Permit mandating that
the District conduct forensic inspections of debris loads for non-visible hazardous waste beyond
the Hazardous Waste Screening Program set forth in the JTD. As stated in Section 4.1 of the JTD,
“[m]easures are taken to prevent the accidental or illicit disposal of hazardous waste material (see
Section 8.11 Hazardous Waste Screening Program).”

/1
/1
/1
/1

/17
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I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the

foregoing is true and correct.

Executed this 13th day of November 2025, at Whittier, California.

Guadalupe Rodrfé‘:}ez i.\j,

6334646
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