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DECLARATION OF DAVID PIERCE,
Petitioner and Plaintiff, DIVISION ENGINEER FOR COUNTY
SANITATION DISTRICT OF LOS
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DECLARATION OF DAVID PIERCE

I, David Pierce, declare as follows:

1. I make this declaration in support of Respondents County of Los Angeles and
County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County’s Opposition to City of Calabasas’ Opening
Brief in Support of Petition for Writ of Mandate and Declaratory Relief. I have personal
knowledge of the facts set forth herein, except as to those stated on information and belief and, as
to those, I am informed and believe them to be true. If called as a witness, I could and would
competently testify to the matters stated herein.

2. I am employed by the County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County
(“District”) as a Division Engineer in the Water Quality Group, a group within the District’s
Technical Services Department. I have worked for the District since 1994. I am a Civil Engineer
licensed by the State of California. I am also certified as a Qualified Industrial Stormwater
Practitioner.

3. The Water Quality Group manages Waste Discharge Requirement permits,
Industrial Stormwater permits, and Industrial Wastewater Discharge permits for District’s
facilities. That work includes reviewing water quality monitoring data and making
recommendations in connection with two active landfills and four closed landfills operated or
managed by the District, including the Calabasas Landfill (“Landfill”).

4, On February 12, 2025, I executed and submitted to the State Water Resources
Control Board a Notice of Intent (“NOI”) on behalf of District seeking approval for the Landfill to
“accept debris related to disaster cleanup activities” and further communicating the District’s
intent that “[a]sh and municipal solid waste related to these fires will be placed in existing waste
management units underlain with engineered composite liners and leachate collection systems.”

The NOI further stated that, “[iJncoming wastes will be visually inspected to ensure that hazardous

wastes such as paint cans, gas cans, solvents, household cleaners, electronic wastes, refrigerators,
and other hazardous wastes are removed from the waste stream as much as practicable and
managed in accordance with applicable regulatory requirements.” (emphasis added) I oversaw the

preparation of the NOI by staff within the Water Quality Group, including Christopher Lapaz and
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Beth Bax. A true and correct copy of the February 12, 2025 Notice of Intent is attached as Exhibit
25 to Petitioner’s Compendium of Exhibits.

5. The language within the NOI specifying the type of disaster-related waste subject
to the District’s visual inspection (i.e., paint cans, gas cans, solvents, household cleaners,
electronic wastes, refrigerators, and other hazardous wastes) derives directly from the State Water
Resources Control Board Order WQ 2020-0004-DWQ General Waste Discharge Requirements for
Disaster-Related Wastes (the “2020 General Order”). The 2020 General Order does not otherwise
define or provide examples of hazardous wastes, however, the definition of nonhazardous solid
waste includes “ashes, industrial wastes, demolition and construction wastes...discarded home and
industrial appliances ... provided that such wastes do not contain wastes which must be managed
as hazardous wastes” (2020 General Order Definitions, page 19) and indicates that “waste
materials resulting from these catastrophic events may be mixed such that individual components
are not practicably separable for purposes of waste management” and “may involve wastes that
would not normally be accepted for disposal at a waste management facility” (2020 General
Order, Finding 1). Moreover, Section A.8 of the 2020 General Order (at Page 7) specifically
excludes “ash from fire disaster areas” from the list of “potentially hazardous wastes.” A true and
correct copy of the 2020 General Order is attached as Exhibit 24 to Petitioner’s Compendium of
Exhibits.

6. The February 12, 2025, NOI attaches a map depicting the proposed area within the
Landfill within which the District intended to dispose of the 2025 LA wildfire fire debris. The
proposed disposal area is underlain with engineered composite liners and leachate collection
systems. This complies with the requirements stated at Section C.9(a) of the 2020 General Order
that, “waste streams to be discharged for treatment or permanent disposal shall only be disposed
into...[s]olid waste management units or disposal facilities...underlain with engineered composite
liners and leachate collection systems...”

7. On February 13, 2025, I received from the State Water Resources Control Board a
“Notice of Applicability: Approval for Disposal of Disaster-Related Wastes to Calabasas

Landfill.” This Notice of Applicability approved the NOI that I had submitted on February 12,
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2025. A true and correct copy of the February 13, 2025, Notice of Applicability is attached hereto
as Exhibit 106.

8. Currently, there are no requirements imposed by the Regional Water Quality
Control Board mandating the District to test for Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl (“PFAS”) or
Perfluorooctanoic Acid (“PFOA”) at the Landfill. Presently, the only enforceable levels I am
aware of relating to PFAS and PFOA are those promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protective
Agency (“EPA”) in connection with drinking water systems, which have a compliance deadline of
2029 which is expected to be extended to 2031. The Landfill is not a source of drinking water.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on this 14th day of November, 2025, at Whitter, California.

Dood Pere

David Pierce

6334634
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Water Boards ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board

February 13, 2025

Dave Pierce

Solid Waste Management Department

County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County

1955 Workman Mill Road

Whittier, CA 90607-4998 Via Email
(dpierce@lacsd.org)

NOTICE OF APPLICABILITY: APPROVAL FOR DISPOSAL OF DISASTER-
RELATED WASTES TO CALABASAS LANDFILL, AGOURA HILLS, CALIFORNIA
(CASE NO. DWQ-2020-0004-007 (RB4), FILE NO. 60-118, ORDER NO. R4-2009-0088,
GEOTRACKER GLOBAL ID L10005926913)

Dear Dave Pierce:

Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Los Angeles Water Board) staff has
reviewed the Notice of Intent (NOI) submitted by the County Sanitation Districts of Los
Angeles County (Discharger), dated February 12, 2025, that applies for coverage under
the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) Order 2020-0004-DWQ,
General Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) for Disaster-Related Wastes (General
Order). The General Order, adopted by the State Water Board on February 18, 2020,
includes conditions for disposal of the debris resulting from a disaster-related emergency.

On January 7, 2025, Governor Newsom proclaimed a State of Emergency in Los Angeles
County to support communities with repairs or replacement of firestorm damaged public
facilities and infrastructure. The State of Emergency was prompted by a series of fires
(Palisades, Eaton, Hurst, and Woodley) resulting from strong windstorm conditions. The
Notice of Intent (NOI), submitted by the Discharge on February 12, 2025, contains
information pursuant to “Conditions for Discharge of Disaster-Related Wastes at
Regulated Class Il or Il Municipal Solid Waste Disposal Facilities” of the General Order
for fire debris at the Calabasas Landfill.

This Notice of Applicability (NOA) is applicable to emergency debris disposal from the
referenced Los Angeles County fires. You are hereby assigned case number DWQ-2020-
0004-007(RB4) for the proposed discharge. Please include this number in all
correspondence related to this discharge. All reports and correspondence should be
converted to searchable Portable Document Format (PDF) and submitted electronically
to the State Water Board GeoTracker database using Global ID No. L10005926913.

NorMA CAMACHO, CHAIR | SusANA ARREDONDO, EXECUTIVE OFFICER

320 West 4th Street, Suite 200, Los Angeles, CA 90013 | www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles

LACSD0001853
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County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County

The Discharger shall comply with the requirements of the General Order. A copy of the
General Order can be found on the State Water Board website at:
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/water_quality/2020/w
qo2020 0004 dwq.pdf. The disposal of fire debris must be conducted in accordance with
Sections A through D of the General Order. Failure to comply with these requirements
may result in enforcement action pursuant to California Water Code, Section 13261,
which can include imposition of civil liability with a fine. The Discharger must maintain
control over the disposal of fire debris in accordance with the information provided in the
NOI and this NOA.

Please note that all conditions of the General Order remain applicable until the Discharger
submits a complete Notice of Termination (NOT). For permanent disposal in regulated
waste management units that accepts waste from disaster-impacted areas, the
Discharger must submit an amendment to their report of waste discharge (ROWD) as an
amendment to the facility’s Joint Technical Document describing the material change to
their discharge pertaining to the temporary acceptance, management, and disposal of the
waste within 30 days after the completion of discharges for each emergency. In
accordance with relevant portions of Section J of the General Order, the amended ROWD
must include a complete NOT form and information about the waste types accepted,
location of the discharge, including a map, and approximate volumes discharged. This
NOA does not impose specific groundwater monitoring and reporting requirements
because Calabasas Landfill is already required to implement a monitoring and reporting
program under Los Angeles Water Board Order No. R4-2009-0088.

If you have any questions, please contact Enrique Casas, Senior Engineering Geologist,
at (213) 620-2299 or enrique.casas@waterboards.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Jenny Riegvi;ig/nsigned by Jenny
Date: 2025.02.13

Newman 12:56:35 -0800

for Susana Arredondo
Executive Officer

cc: Brianna St. Pierre, SWRCB
(Brianna.St.Pierre@waterboards.ca.gov)
Dorcas Hanson-Lugo, Los Angeles County Department of Public Health
(dlugo@ph.lacounty.gov)
Linda Lye, CalEPA
(linda.lye@calepa.ca.gov)
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