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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
 
(Counsel continued on next page) 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL DISTRICT 

CITY OF CALABASAS, a California 
municipal corporation, 
 

Petitioner and Plaintiff, 
 

v. 
 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, a California 
county; LOS ANGELES SANITATION 
DISTRICT NO.2, an independent special 
district; and ROES 1-10, 
 

Respondents and Defendants. 
 

 Case No. 25STCP00642 
 
DECLARATION OF DAVID PIERCE, 
DIVISION ENGINEER FOR COUNTY 
SANITATION DISTRICT OF LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY IN SUPPORT OF 
COUNTY RESPONDENTS’ OPPOSITION 
TO PETITION FOR WRIT OF 
MANDATE (EXHIBIT 106) 
 
Writ Hearing 
 
Date: December 12, 2025 
Time: 1:30 p.m. 
Dept:       82 
 
Assigned for All Purposes to: 
Hon. Stephen I. Goorvitch, Department 82 
 
Action Filed:        February 19, 2025 
Trial Date: December 12, 2025 
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NOSSAMAN LLP 
David C. Lee (SBN: 193743) 
dlee@nossaman.com 
Kasia Penn (SBN: 306056) 
kpenn@nossaman.com 
50 California Street, 34th Floor 
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Telephone: (415) 398-3600 
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DECLARATION OF DAVID PIERCE, DIVISION ENGINEER FOR COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICTS OF 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

DECLARATION OF DAVID PIERCE 

I, David Pierce, declare as follows: 

1. I make this declaration in support of Respondents County of Los Angeles and

County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County’s Opposition to City of Calabasas’ Opening 

Brief in Support of Petition for Writ of Mandate and Declaratory Relief.  I have personal 

knowledge of the facts set forth herein, except as to those stated on information and belief and, as 

to those, I am informed and believe them to be true.  If called as a witness, I could and would 

competently testify to the matters stated herein. 

2. I am employed by the County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County

(“District”) as a Division Engineer in the Water Quality Group, a group within the District’s 

Technical Services Department.  I have worked for the District since 1994.  I am a Civil Engineer 

licensed by the State of California.  I am also certified as a Qualified Industrial Stormwater 

Practitioner.   

3. The Water Quality Group manages Waste Discharge Requirement permits,

Industrial Stormwater permits, and Industrial Wastewater Discharge permits for District’s 

facilities. That work includes reviewing water quality monitoring data and making 

recommendations in connection with two active landfills and four closed landfills operated or 

managed by the District, including the Calabasas Landfill (“Landfill”).   

4. On February 12, 2025, I executed and submitted to the State Water Resources

Control Board a Notice of Intent (“NOI”) on behalf of District seeking approval for the Landfill to 

“accept debris related to disaster cleanup activities” and further communicating the District’s 

intent that “[a]sh and municipal solid waste related to these fires will be placed in existing waste 

management units underlain with engineered composite liners and leachate collection systems.”  

The NOI further stated that, “[i]ncoming wastes will be visually inspected to ensure that hazardous 

wastes such as paint cans, gas cans, solvents, household cleaners, electronic wastes, refrigerators, 

and other hazardous wastes are removed from the waste stream as much as practicable and 

managed in accordance with applicable regulatory requirements.”  (emphasis added) I oversaw the 

preparation of the NOI by staff within the Water Quality Group, including Christopher Lapaz and 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

Beth Bax.  A true and correct copy of the February 12, 2025 Notice of Intent is attached as Exhibit 

25 to Petitioner’s Compendium of Exhibits. 

5. The language within the NOI specifying the type of disaster-related waste subject

to the District’s visual inspection (i.e., paint cans, gas cans, solvents, household cleaners, 

electronic wastes, refrigerators, and other hazardous wastes) derives directly from the State Water 

Resources Control Board Order WQ 2020-0004-DWQ General Waste Discharge Requirements for 

Disaster-Related Wastes (the “2020 General Order”).  The 2020 General Order does not otherwise 

define or provide examples of hazardous wastes, however, the definition of nonhazardous solid 

waste includes “ashes, industrial wastes, demolition and construction wastes…discarded home and 

industrial appliances … provided that such wastes do not contain wastes which must be managed 

as hazardous wastes” (2020 General Order Definitions, page 19) and indicates that “waste 

materials resulting from these catastrophic events may be mixed such that individual components 

are not practicably separable for purposes of waste management”  and “may involve wastes that 

would not normally be accepted for disposal at a waste management facility” (2020 General 

Order, Finding 1). Moreover, Section A.8 of the 2020 General Order (at Page 7) specifically 

excludes “ash from fire disaster areas” from the list of “potentially hazardous wastes.”  A true and 

correct copy of the 2020 General Order is attached as Exhibit 24 to Petitioner’s Compendium of 

Exhibits. 

6. The February 12, 2025, NOI attaches a map depicting the proposed area within the

Landfill within which the District intended to dispose of the 2025 LA wildfire fire debris.  The 

proposed disposal area is underlain with engineered composite liners and leachate collection 

systems.  This complies with the requirements stated at Section C.9(a) of the 2020 General Order 

that, “waste streams to be discharged for treatment or permanent disposal shall only be disposed 

into…[s]olid waste management units or disposal facilities…underlain with engineered composite 

liners and leachate collection systems…”   

7. On February 13, 2025, I received from the State Water Resources Control Board a

“Notice of Applicability: Approval for Disposal of Disaster-Related Wastes to Calabasas 

Landfill.”  This Notice of Applicability approved the NOI that I had submitted on February 12, 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

2025.  A true and correct copy of the February 13, 2025, Notice of Applicability is attached hereto 

as Exhibit 106.   

8. Currently, there are no requirements imposed by the Regional Water Quality

Control Board mandating the District to test for Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl (“PFAS”) or 

Perfluorooctanoic Acid (“PFOA”) at the Landfill.  Presently, the only enforceable levels I am 

aware of relating to PFAS and PFOA are those promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protective 

Agency (“EPA”) in connection with drinking water systems, which have a compliance deadline of 

2029 which is expected to be extended to 2031.  The Landfill is not a source of drinking water.   

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on this 14th day of November, 2025, at Whitter, California. 

David Pierce

6334634 



EXHIBIT 106 








