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3 
DECLARATION OF ATTORNEY DAVID MEHRETU IN SUPPORT OF COUNTY RESPONDENTS’ 

OPPOSITION TO PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDATE 

DECLARATION OF DAVID MEHRETU 

I, David Mehretu, declare as follows: 

1. I am an attorney duly admitted to practice before this Court.  I am a principal of

Meyers Nave, attorneys of record for Respondent County of Los Angeles.  I have personal 

knowledge of the facts set forth herein, except as to those stated on information and belief and, as 

to those, I am informed and believe them to be true.  If called as a witness, I could and would 

competently testify to the matters stated herein. 

2. Attached to this declaration as Exhibit 103 is a true and correct copy of the

transcript from the deposition of Carlos Orozco, dated April 7, 2025.  

3. Attached to this declaration as Exhibit 104 is a true and correct copy of the Court

Reporter Transcript from the Hearing on the Demurrer to the First Amended Petition, dated 

October 6, 2025.  

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on this 17th day of November, 2025, at Oakland, California. 

David Mehretu

6334866 
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1        SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

2         COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL DISTRICT

3

4   CITY OF CALABASAS, a California    )

5   a California municipal corporation )

                                     )

6           Petitioner and Plaintiff,  )

                                     )

7           v.                         ) Case No.

8                                      ) 25STCP00642

9   COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, a           )

10   California county; LOS ANGELES     )

11   COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT NO. 2,  )

12   an independent special district;   )

13   and ROES 1-10                      )

                                     )

14           Respondents and Defendants.)

  ___________________________________)

15

16         VIDEOTAPED DEPOSITION OF CARLOS OROZCO

17                 Los Angeles, California

18                  Monday, April 7, 2025

19

20

21   Reported by:

22   Damon M. LeBlanc, CSR No. 11958

23   Job No. 7228471

24

25   PAGES 1 - 106
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1        SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

2         COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL DISTRICT

3

4   CITY OF CALABASAS, a California    )

5   a California municipal corporation )

                                     )

6           Petitioner and Plaintiff,  )

                                     )

7           v.                         ) Case No.

8                                      ) 25STCP00642

9   COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, a           )

10   California county; LOS ANGELES     )

11   COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT NO. 2,  )

12   an independent special district;   )

13   and ROES 1-10                      )

                                     )

14           Respondents and Defendants.)

15   ___________________________________)

16

17

18           Videotaped deposition of CARLOS OROZCO,

19   taken on behalf of the petitioner, at 3701 Wilshire

20   Boulevard, Suite 725, Los Angeles, California,

21   beginning at 9:52 a.m. and ending at 1:05 p.m.,

22   Monday, April 7, 2025, before Damon M. LeBlanc,

23   Certified Shorthand Reporter, Number 11958.

24

25
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1   APPEARANCES:

2   For the Petitioner, CITY OF CALABASAS:

3           ALESHIRE & WYNDER

          BY:  NORMAN A. DUPONT, ESQ.

4           BY:  DEREK S. MATTHEWS, ESQ.

          2659 Townsgate Road, Suite 226

5           Westlake Village, California  91361

          Telephone:  (310)666-0722

6           Facsimile:  (310)495-4770

          E-mail:  ndupont@awattorneys.com

7

8   For the Defendant and Respondent, LOS ANGELES

  COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT NO. 2:

9           NOSSAMAN LLP

10           BY:  DAVID LEE, ESQ.

          50 California Street, 34th Floor

11           San Francisco, California  94111

          Telephone: (415)398-3600

12           E-mail:  dlee@nossaman.com

13

14   For the Defendant and Respondent,

  COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES:

15           MEYERS NAVE

16           BY:  CRISTINA TALLEY, ESQ.

          707 Wilshire Boulevard, 24th Floor

17           Los Angeles, California  90017

18           Telephone:  (213)974-1811

          Facsimile:  (213)626-7446

19           E-mail: ctalley@meyersnave.com

20

  Also Present:

21           Mark N. Revilla

22           Sold Waste Engineering & Operations

23           Supervising Engineer at Los Angeles County

24           Sanitation Districts

25           Alex Klyusner, Videographer
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1                  I N D E X (CONTINUED)

2   THE WITNESS:

3   CARLOS OROZCO

4   Examination by:                              Page

5   MR. DUPONT:                                   9

6

7                     E X H I B I T S

                                                Page

8   Exhibit        Description                  Marked

9   Exhibit 1      Amended Notice of Taking

10                  Deposition of Carlos

11                  Orozco and Request for

12                  Production of Documents

13                  Prior to Deposition    18

14   Exhibit 2      Solid Waste Facility Permit    28

15   Exhibit 3      Calabasas Landfill Joint

16                  Technical Document

17                  Bates-stamped LACSD0000810

18                  to 976                         37

19   Exhibit 4      E-mails beginning with

20                  Habib Kharrat to Orlando

21                  Antunez, Bates-stamped

22                  LACSD0000098-103,

23                  LACSD0000099, LACSD00000102,

24                  LACSD00000103, LACSD00000104

25                  LACSD00000104                  57
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1            E X H I B I T S (CONTINUED)

2                                                Page

3   Exhibit        Description                 Marked

4

5   Exhibit 5      California Wildfire

6                  Environmental Protection

7                  Plan, Bates-stamped

8                  LACSD0000180 to 190    65

9   Exhibit 6      Order of the Los Angeles

10                  County Health Officer

11                  Bates-stamped LACSD00000757

12                  to 759                         67

13   Exhibit 7      E-mail from Sam Shammas

14                  to Mark Revilla

15                  Bates-stamped LACSD0000089     71

16   Exhibit 8      E-mails beginning with

17                  Dave Pierce to Larry

18                  Wormser, Bates-stamped

19                  LACSD0000073                   76

20   Exhibit 9      40 CFR 258.20 Procedure

21                  for excluding the receipt

22                  of hazardous waste             79

23   Exhibit 10     E-mails beginning with

24                  Carlos Orozco to Curtis

                 Castle, CC: Scott Partridge

25                  Bates-stamped LACSD000003647   80
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1            E X H I B I T S (CONTINUED)

2                                                Page

3   Exhibit        Description                 Marked

4

5   Exhibit 11     E-mails beginning with

6                  Christopher Lapaz to

7                  Dave Pierce, Bates-stamped

8                  LACSD00000785                  83

9   Exhibit 12     E-mail from Larry Wormser

10                  to Carlos Orozco

11                  Bates-stamped LACSD0000029     86

12   Exhibit 13     E-mail from Larry Wormser

13                  to Habib Kharrat and others

14                  Bates-stamped LACSD0000030     89

15   Exhibit 14     Calabasas Landfill Eaton Fire

16                  and Pacific Palisades Disaster

17                  Related Waste Declaration      91

18   Exhibit 15     E-mail from Juan Fausto to

19                  Gaudalupe Rodriguez with

20                  CC to Carlos Orozco

21                  Bates-stamped LACSD000001      97

22   Exhibit 16     E-mail from Larry Wormser

23                  to Carlos Orozco

24                  Bates-stamped LACSD00000153    98

25
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1     Los Angeles, California, Monday, April 7, 2025

2                  9:52 a.m. - 1:05 p.m.

3

4                          -o0o-

5

6           THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Good morning.  We are     09:53

7   going on the record at 9:52 a.m. on April 7, 2025.   09:53

8   Please note the microphones are sensitive and may    09:53

9   pick up whispering and private conversations.        09:53

10   Please mute your phones at this time.                09:53

11           Audio and video recording will continue to   09:53

12   take place, unless all parties agree to go off the   09:53

13   record.  This is Media Unit 1 of the video-recorded  09:53

14   deposition of Carlos Orozco, taken by counsel for    09:53

15   plaintiff, in the matter of City of Calabasas        09:53

16   versus County of Los Angeles, et al, filed in the    09:53

17   Superior Court of the State of California, County    09:53

18   of Los Angeles.  Case Number 25STCP00642.            09:53

19           The location of this deposition is           09:53

20   3701 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 725, Los Angeles,     09:53

21   California 90010.  My name is Alex Klyusner,         09:53

22   representing Veritext Legal Solutions.  And I'm the  09:53

23   videographer.  I am not related to any party in      09:54

24   this action, nor am I financially interested in the  09:54

25   outcome.                                             09:54
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1           If there are any objections to proceeding,   09:54

2   please state them at the time of your appearance.    09:54

3   Counsel and all present will now state their         09:54

4   appearances and affiliations for the record,         09:54

5   beginning with the noticing attorney.                09:54

6           MR. DUPONT:  Good morning.  My name is       09:54

7   Norman Dupont, and I represent the City of           09:54

8   California.                                          09:54

9           MR. MATTHEWS:  Good morning.                 09:54

10   Derek Matthews, also representing the City of        09:54

11   Calabasas.                                           09:54

12           MR. REVILLA:  Mark Revilla, L.A. County      09:54

13   Sanitation District's client representative.         09:54

14           MS. TALLEY:  Cristina Talley of Meyers Nave  09:54

15   representing County of Los Angeles.                  09:54

16           MR. LEE:  David Lee, representing            09:54

17   responding County, Sanitation District Number 2 of   09:54

18   Los Angeles County.                                  09:54

19           THE REPORTER:  My name is Damon LeBlanc.     09:54

20   I'm a California certified shorthand reporter, CSR   09:54

21   Number 11958.                                        09:54

22                     CARLOS OROZCO,                     09:54

23   having been first duly sworn by the certified        09:54

24   shorthand reporter, was examined and testified as    09:54

25   follows:                                             09:54
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1                       EXAMINATION                      09:54

2   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       09:55

3           Q      Good morning, Mr. Orozco.  Did I      09:55

4   pronounce your name correctly?                       09:55

5           A      "Orozco."                             09:55

6           Q      "Orozco."  And your full name is      09:55

7   Carlos Alberto Orozco?                               09:55

8           A      Correct.                              09:55

9           Q      And your current employer is the      09:55

10   L.A. County Sanitation District No. 2?               09:55

11           A      Correct.                              09:55

12           Q      And before I ask some additional      09:55

13   questions, there are a few admonitions that I need   09:55

14   to give you.  And the first one is, as you can see   09:55

15   from the formality here, everything that you say     09:55

16   and everything I say or counsel may interpose is     09:55

17   being taken down by the court reporter as part of    09:55

18   the official record.                                 09:55

19           Therefore, it's very important that you      09:55

20   wait until I finish asking the question before you   09:55

21   answer.  I will reciprocate and wait until you       09:56

22   finished answering before I ask the next question.   09:56

23   That way the court reporter can take down one human  09:56

24   voice at a time, which is much easier than trying    09:56

25   to take down two; understood, sir?                   09:56
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1           A      Yes.                                  09:56

2           Q      Is there any reason, physical or      09:56

3   mental, that you cannot give your full testimony     09:56

4   today?                                               09:56

5           A      No.                                   09:56

6           Q      You're not under the influence of     09:56

7   any drugs that would impair your memory or ability   09:56

8   to comprehend questions?                             09:56

9           A      No.                                   09:56

10           Q      And we will take breaks from time to  09:56

11   time.  If you need to take an additional break,      09:56

12   just let me know and we can arrange that.  My only   09:56

13   we request is that if I have a pending question,     09:56

14   you finish answering that pending question.  And     09:56

15   then we can take the break; is that okay?            09:56

16           A      Yes.                                  09:56

17           Q      Your current position with the        09:57

18   L.A. County Sanitation District No. 2 is site        09:57

19   supervisor for the Calabasas Landfill?               09:57

20           A      Incorrect.                            09:57

21           Q      What is your current position?        09:57

22           A      Refuse site superintendent.           09:57

23           Q      Refuse site superintendent, is that   09:57

24   the highest position at the Landfill itself?         09:57

25           A      Yes.                                  09:57
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1           Q      And we'll get into other people       09:57

2   filling roles at the County Sanitation District.     09:57

3   The current location for your office, is that at     09:57

4   the Landfill itself?                                 09:57

5           A      Correct.                              09:57

6           Q      And the Landfill address is 5300      09:57

7   Lost Hills Road, Agoura, California?                 09:57

8           A      Correct.                              09:57

9           Q      And do you have a physical office     09:57

10   there?                                               09:57

11           A      Yes.                                  09:57

12           Q      Where is that located?                09:57

13           A      Next to the scales.                   09:58

14           Q      And by "the scales," you mean the     09:58

15   scales that weigh trucks coming in?                  09:58

16           A      That's correct.                       09:58

17           Q      Do the scales also weigh trucks they  09:58

18   leave the landfill?                                  09:58

19           A      That's correct.                       09:58

20           Q      And when they leave the landfill and  09:58

21   they are weighed, is that called a weigh back?       09:58

22           A      Correct.                              09:58

23           Q      And pardon me, sir.  I know very      09:58

24   little about landfills other than some               09:58

25   environmental issues that we need not go into        09:58
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1   today.  But what's the purpose of a weigh back?      09:58

2           A      It's to get a final tare weight on    09:58

3   the truck, an empty weight.                          09:58

4           Q      So the truck comes in, and it gets    09:58

5   weighed initially with a full load or however much   09:58

6   it's loaded; is that correct?                        09:58

7           A      Correct.                              09:58

8           Q      Then the truck gets unloaded and      09:59

9   turns around and then is weighed going out?          09:59

10           A      Sometimes.                            09:59

11           Q      And when is a truck not weighed when  09:59

12   it goes out?                                         09:59

13           A      When you estimate the tare weight;    09:59

14   or if it doesn't have a tare weight, they get an     09:59

15   end weight going out.  And they put it into the      09:59

16   computer.  So next time it comes around it has a     09:59

17   tare weight.                                         09:59

18           Q      So to make sure my understand -- and  09:59

19   again, forgive me because I don't do this for a      09:59

20   living.  If they know this particular truck because  09:59

21   it's delivered to the landfill before, then they     09:59

22   may not need to weigh it as it goes out; is that     09:59

23   correct?                                             09:59

24           A      That's correct.                       09:59

25           Q      But if they don't know and haven't    09:59
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1   previously collected the weight of the truck, then   10:00

2   they would need to weigh back?                       10:00

3           A      Correct.                              10:00

4           Q      What was your position immediately    10:00

5   prior to being refuse site supervisor?               10:00

6           A      Operations supervisor.                10:00

7           Q      And what -- what did you do as        10:00

8   operations site supervisor?                          10:00

9           A      Delegating work to be done, daily     10:00

10   duties, making sure that placing the trash where I   10:00

11   need to place it for the day.  Just doing that kind  10:00

12   of work.                                             10:00

13           Q      How do you determine where to place   10:00

14   the trash?                                           10:00

15           A      Pretty much -- the previous day we    10:00

16   put it right next to it and go like a typewriter     10:01

17   and coming out forward.                              10:01

18           Q      So the prior day, the waste is        10:01

19   placed where?                                        10:01

20           A      In the rubbage cell.  And when you    10:01

21   come the next day, you tag onto the rubbage cell     10:01

22   before.  And you tag on to that and do a typewriter  10:01

23   kind of going back and forth until you comb out      10:01

24   forward.                                             10:01

25           Q      So by "typewriter," that's an image   10:01
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1   for how the truck gets unloaded the next day?        10:01

2           A      No.  You're asking where the          10:01

3   rubbage cell is, and the rubbage cell is a section.  10:01

4   Then you connect to it.  And then you connect to     10:01

5   it, and you go back forth like a typewriter.         10:01

6           Q      Got it.  And when did you -- you got  10:01

7   promoted from operations site supervisor to refuse   10:02

8   site supervisor?                                     10:02

9           A      Refuse site superintendent?           10:02

10           Q      Yes.                                  10:02

11           A      Three years ago.                      10:02

12           Q      So that would be 2022?                10:02

13           A      Do the math -- '25 -- 3 -- 22,        10:02

14   correct.                                             10:02

15           Q      I would like to very briefly cover    10:02

16   your education, sir.  You have a high school         10:02

17   degree?                                              10:02

18           A      That's correct.                       10:02

19           Q      And do you have a college degree?     10:02

20           A      No.                                   10:02

21           Q      What's the highest degree of          10:02

22   education you completed, sir?                        10:02

23           A      High school.                          10:02

24           Q      And which high school?                10:02

25           A      Nueva Vista High School.              10:02
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1           Q      And where is that?                    10:02

2           A      That's located in La Puente,          10:02

3   California.                                          10:02

4           Q      And when did you graduate?            10:02

5           A      1987.                                 10:02

6           Q      When did you first come to work at    10:03

7   the Calabasas Landfill?                              10:03

8           A      19 -- let's see.  2016.  I believe    10:03

9   it was around there.                                 10:03

10           Q      And prior to 2016, what other job     10:03

11   did you hold?                                        10:03

12           A      Senior equipment heavy equipment      10:03

13   operator and weigh master and refuse site            10:03

14   attendant.                                           10:03

15           Q      Were those positions all at the       10:03

16   Calabasas Landfill?                                  10:03

17           A      No.                                   10:03

18           Q      Where were they?                      10:03

19           A      Puente Hills Landfill.  Scholl        10:03

20   Canyon Landfill.  Spadra.                            10:03

21           Q      Are all of those landfills operated   10:03

22   by the County Sanitation District?                   10:04

23           A      Yes, correct.                         10:04

24           Q      And are all of those landfills        10:04

25   municipal waste landfills?                           10:04
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1           A      Yes.                                  10:04

2           Q      So you started at Calabasas Landfill  10:04

3   in approximately 2016?                               10:04

4           A      Yes, I believe so.                    10:04

5           Q      And what was your first position at   10:04

6   the Calabasas Landfill?                              10:04

7           A      Senior heavy equipment operator.      10:04

8           Q      What type of equipment did you        10:04

9   operate?                                             10:04

10           A      Scrapers, compactors, blade, D-9,     10:05

11   B-G -- pretty much all the equipment on-site.        10:05

12   D-5.                                                 10:05

13           Q      And when did you move from senior     10:05

14   heavy equipment operator to become the solid waste   10:05

15   supervisor?                                          10:05

16           A      I ain't too sure on it.               10:05

17           Q      Was it a couple years after 2016?     10:05

18           A      Not sure.                             10:05

19           Q      All right.  And that reminds me       10:05

20   there is one other admonitions that I forgot to      10:05

21   give you earlier but I'll give you now.  I am        10:05

22   entitled to your best estimate.                      10:05

23           A      Okay.                                 10:05

24           Q      If you would have to guess and don't  10:05

25   have a basis for that estimate at all, I don't want  10:05
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1   to hear your speculation.  And certainly your        10:05

2   counsel don't want to hear your speculation.         10:06

3           But if you could say, "Gee, looking at this  10:06

4   table right here, I would estimate it's more than    10:06

5   ten feet in length" -- because you've seen it, and   10:06

6   you can approximate it, even though you haven't      10:06

7   measured it out -- I am entitled to that type        10:06

8   estimate.  Is that clear?                            10:06

9           A      Okay.                                 10:06

10           MR. DUPONT:  Let me have marked as           10:06

11   Exhibit 1 to this deposition a multi-page document   10:06

12   entitled, "Amended Notice of Taking Deposition of    10:06

13   Carlos Orozco."  And this is Exhibit 1.              10:06

14           MR. DUPONT:  And, Counsel, I have only one   10:06

15   paper copy.  It is also available online through     10:06

16   Exhibit Share.                                       10:06

17           THE REPORTER:  Counsel, you want me to put   10:06

18   a sticker on it, also?  I have my own stickers,      10:06

19   too.                                                 10:06

20           MR. DUPONT:  Unless, counsel would object,   10:06

21   if it's pre-marked with a sticker, I'm just fine     10:07

22   with using that pre-marked sticker.  The pre-marked  10:07

23   sticker has Exhibit 1 and today's date.              10:07

24   ///                                                  10:07

25   ///                                                  10:07
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1                  (Exhibit 1 was marked for             10:07

2           identification by the certified shorthand    10:07

3           reporter and is attached hereto.)            10:07

4           MR. DUPONT:  Save us a little time.          10:07

5   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:07

6           Q      Mr. Orozco, have you seen Exhibit 1   10:08

7   prior to today?                                      10:08

8           A      Yes.                                  10:08

9           Q      Did you review at any point in        10:08

10   time -- and for these questions, Mr. Orozco, I do    10:08

11   not want to hear about any conversations you had     10:08

12   with your counsel.  So if in order to answer my      10:08

13   question you would have reveal a conversation with   10:09

14   your counsel, just tell me you cannot answer it;     10:09

15   okay?                                                10:09

16           A      Yeah.                                 10:09

17           Q      So my first question as to Exhibit 1  10:09

18   is -- and they are requests for production.  Did     10:09

19   you personally examine any files at the Calabasas    10:09

20   Landfill that you have access to in response to      10:09

21   this request?                                        10:09

22           A      No.                                   10:09

23           Q      Do you know if anybody else did so?   10:09

24           A      Leadership did, my supervisor.        10:09

25           Q      Do you have any text messages         10:09
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1   related to fire debris waste at the Calabasas        10:09

2   Landfill?                                            10:09

3           MR. LEE:  Objection.  Vague and ambiguous.   10:09

4                  You can answer if you understand.     10:09

5           THE WITNESS:  Can you clarify?               10:09

6           MR. DUPONT:  Sure.                           10:09

7   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:09

8           Q      You have a smartphone; correct, Sir?  10:09

9           A      Yes.                                  10:09

10           Q      And from time to time, is it your     10:09

11   practice to use that smartphone to send text         10:10

12   messages?                                            10:10

13           MR. LEE:  For purposes of clarity, are you   10:10

14   asking about a work phone?  Are you asking about     10:10

15   personal phone?  Are you asking about personal       10:10

16   messages, or are you talking about work messages?    10:10

17   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:10

18           Q      Do you have more than one mobile      10:10

19   phone, sir?                                          10:10

20           A      Yes.                                  10:10

21           Q      Do you have one mobile phone that     10:10

22   you use for work?                                    10:10

23           A      Yes.                                  10:10

24           Q      Do you send text messages via that    10:10

25   mobile phone?                                        10:10
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1           A      Yes.                                  10:10

2           Q      Do you send them to other employees   10:10

3   at the Calabasas Landfill?                           10:10

4           A      Yes.                                  10:10

5           Q      And have you ever sent any text       10:10

6   messages on your work mobile phone related to fire   10:10

7   debris waste?                                        10:10

8           A      No.                                   10:10

9           Q      Have you ever sent any text messages  10:10

10   related to the Hazardous Waste Screening Program as  10:10

11   described in the Joint Technical Document?           10:11

12           A      No.                                   10:11

13           Q      Have you ever sent any text messages  10:11

14   regarding the waste load daily tonnage at the        10:11

15   Calabasas Landfill?                                  10:11

16           A      No.                                   10:11

17           Q      What types of information do you      10:11

18   communicate on text messages on your work mobile     10:11

19   phone?                                               10:11

20           A      It depends.  Calling somebody at the  10:11

21   scales or texting a person in scales or leadership   10:11

22   giving instructions to my supervisors.               10:11

23           Q      Have you ever sent any text messages  10:11

24   on your work mobile phone related to a certificate   10:11

25   for fire-debris related waste?                       10:12
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1           A      No.                                   10:12

2           Q      Have you ever received text messages  10:12

3   on your work mobile phone related to certificates    10:12

4   for fire debris related waste?                       10:12

5           A      No.                                   10:12

6           Q      When I use the term "certificate"     10:12

7   for fire debris related waste, do you know what I    10:12

8   mean?                                                10:12

9           A      Yes.                                  10:12

10           Q      What is your understanding of a       10:12

11   certificate for fire-debris related waste?           10:12

12           A      A certificate declaring that this     10:12

13   load is non-hazardous waste.                         10:12

14           Q      And did you any role in drafting a    10:12

15   certificate declaring that a particular load of      10:12

16   fire-debris waste had only non-hazardous waste?      10:13

17           A      No.                                   10:13

18           Q      Do you know who did draft that        10:13

19   certificate?                                         10:13

20           A      No.                                   10:13

21           Q      Are you aware that there is more      10:13

22   than one type of certificate for fire-debris waste   10:13

23   going to the Calabasas Landfill?                     10:13

24           MR. LEE:  For what period of time?           10:13

25           MR. DUPONT:  From the beginning of January   10:13
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1   2025 to date.                                        10:13

2           THE WITNESS:  Yes.                           10:13

3   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:13

4           Q      And what types of certificates are    10:13

5   you aware of for loads of fire-debris waste going    10:13

6   to the Calabasas Landfill?                           10:13

7           MR. LEE:  Same period?                       10:13

8           MR. DUPONT:  Same period.                    10:13

9           THE WITNESS:   Just a certificate declaring  10:13

10   this load is non-hazardous from the Army Corps and   10:13

11   EPA.                                                 10:13

12   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:13

13           Q      What -- are you familiar with the     10:13

14   fact that some individuals opt out of waste debris   10:14

15   collection by the Army Corps of Engineers?           10:14

16           A      Yes, some people.                     10:14

17           Q      And do those individuals have a       10:14

18   different certificate that they bring with them on   10:14

19   trucks carrying fire-debris related waste to the     10:14

20   Calabasas Landfill from January of 2025 to date?     10:14

21           A      Yes.                                  10:14

22           Q      What are those certificates called?   10:14

23           A      I ain't too sure on it.               10:14

24           Q      And who reviews the certificates      10:14

25   when the truck pulls up to the weigh scales?         10:14
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1           A      Weigh master.                         10:14

2           Q      And who -- is there more than one     10:14

3   current weigh master for the Calabasas Landfill?     10:14

4           A      Yes.                                  10:14

5           Q      How many weigh masters are there at   10:14

6   the Calabasas Landfill?                              10:14

7           A      We have two weigh masters and three   10:15

8   RSAs that go in there.                               10:15

9           Q      And you said a term "RSA"?            10:15

10           A      Refuse site attendant.                10:15

11           Q      Do a refuse site attendant also       10:15

12   review certificate of fire-debris waste from         10:15

13   January 1, 2025 to date at the Calabasas Landfill?   10:15

14           A      Correct.                              10:15

15           Q      And do waste masters also review      10:15

16   certificates?                                        10:15

17           A      Yes.                                  10:15

18           Q      Is there a particular order?  For     10:15

19   example, if a truck drives up, is it routinely the   10:15

20   weigh master who would review the certificate?       10:15

21           A      It depends on the day.                10:15

22           Q      And how does it depend?               10:15

23           A      It depends what day is selected for   10:15

24   him to operate that scale.                           10:15

25           Q      So if the weigh master is not         10:15
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1   available on that date, then would a refuse site     10:16

2   attendant review?                                    10:16

3           A      Correct.                              10:16

4           Q      And is there a schedule -- work       10:16

5   schedule that determines who is on shift on a        10:16

6   particular day at the Landfill?                      10:16

7           A      Yes.                                  10:16

8           Q      And the Landfill operates -- is it    10:16

9   Monday through Saturday?                             10:16

10           A      Correct.                              10:16

11           Q      Closed on Sundays?                    10:16

12           A      Yes.                                  10:16

13           Q      What are the current hours of         10:16

14   operation of the Calabasas Landfill?                 10:16

15           A      Current is 8:00 to 5:00 right now.    10:16

16   But if we reach our tonnage limit, then we close.    10:16

17           Q      And what is the current tonnage       10:16

18   limit per day at the Calabasas Landfill?             10:16

19           A      5,000.                                10:16

20           Q      How long has the Calabasas Landfill   10:16

21   been accepting up to 5,000 tons per day of waste?    10:17

22           A      Since the 31st of last month.         10:17

23           Q      So beginning April 1st?               10:17

24           A      No, 31st.  March 31st is when we      10:17

25   first started.  It's on a Monday.                    10:17
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1           Q      Right.  March 31st was a Monday.  So  10:17

2   since March 31st, the Landfill has had the capacity  10:17

3   to accept up to 5,000 tons per day; correct?         10:17

4           A      Correct.                              10:17

5           Q      Has it been meeting that limit since  10:17

6   March 31, 2025?                                      10:17

7           A      No.                                   10:17

8           Q      If I wanted to find out               10:17

9   documentation on the daily waste loads accepted by   10:17

10   the Calabasas Landfill since March 31, 2025, where   10:17

11   would I go?                                          10:17

12           A      You would get in contact with either  10:18

13   Habib.                                               10:18

14           Q      And Habib, is his last name Kharrat,  10:18

15   K-h-a-r-r-at?                                        10:18

16           A      Correct.                              10:18

17           Q      Or who else might I get in touch      10:18

18   with besides -- I'll call him "Habib"?               10:18

19           A      That would be your first step.        10:18

20   Other than that, he'll direct you to whoever else    10:18

21   he can.                                              10:18

22           Q      Did you give instructions to the      10:18

23   weigh master or the refuse site attendants as to     10:18

24   what to look for in a certificate?                   10:18

25           A      Yes.  I gave direction what to look   10:18
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1   for.                                                 10:19

2           Q      And what direction did you give to    10:19

3   the weigh masters and the refuse site attendants as  10:19

4   to certificates related to fire debris waste?        10:19

5           A      It has to be accompanied with an      10:19

6   HDAP certificate and the certificate itself.  We     10:19

7   gave them a copy of certificates so they can refer   10:19

8   to it in the scales.                                 10:19

9           Q      And the first type of certificate     10:19

10   you referenced, it was a -- you used an acronym.     10:19

11   What does the --                                     10:19

12           A      HDAP.                                 10:19

13           Q      And what does that stand for?         10:19

14           A      I'm not too familiar with it.         10:19

15           Q      Did you give them a sample of what    10:19

16   that should look like?                               10:19

17           A      Yes.  They're aware of that sample.   10:19

18           Q      And that relates to authorization to  10:19

19   haul waste; is that correct?                         10:19

20           A      For a particular hauler.              10:19

21   That's -- they're, like, pass to enter the           10:20

22   landfill.  But it has to be accompanied with the     10:20

23   certificate verifying that certificate is good,      10:20

24   because it's the hauler that's providing it to       10:20

25   them.                                                10:20
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1           Q      So there's a certificate or a form    10:20

2   that each hauler must have saying you're authorized  10:20

3   to haul waste to the Calabasas Landfill; is that     10:20

4   correct?                                             10:20

5           A      That it's non-hazardous, correct.     10:20

6           Q      Right.  And then the certificate      10:20

7   itself, what form of certificate did you give to     10:20

8   the waste masters and the RSAs?                      10:20

9           A      A copy of it.                         10:20

10           Q      And was that a copy of the            10:20

11   certificate as to Army Corps collected waste?        10:20

12           A      Correct.                              10:20

13           Q      Did you give them a certificate as    10:20

14   to waste related to fire debris for those            10:21

15   individuals who opted out of the Army Corps          10:21

16   process?                                             10:21

17           A      Correct.                              10:21

18           Q      What certificate did you give them    10:21

19   for that?                                            10:21

20           A      I have to refer to it on              10:21

21   the -- the certificates, I gave it to them.          10:21

22           Q      Do you have copies of the             10:21

23   certificates that you gave to the weigh masters and  10:21

24   the RSAs?                                            10:21

25           A      Yes.                                  10:21
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1           Q      Where are those?                      10:21

2           A      They are located in the scales.       10:21

3           Q      And by "the scales" we mean the       10:21

4   scales --                                            10:21

5           A      Weigh scales.                         10:21

6           Q      -- weight scales.   Do you know if    10:21

7   the certificates for individuals who opt out of the  10:21

8   Army Corps process are uniform?                      10:21

9           A      No.                                   10:21

10           Q      They're not uniform?                  10:22

11           A      No.  I have no idea on that part.     10:22

12           MR. DUPONT:  Let me have introduced as       10:22

13   Exhibit 2 to today's deposition a multi-page         10:22

14   document.  The first page of which is entitled,      10:22

15   "SOLID WASTE FACILITY PERMIT."  It has a facility    10:22

16   permit number of 19-AA-0056.  And it appears to      10:22

17   have an issue date of April 4, 2016.                 10:22

18                  (Exhibit 2 was marked for             10:22

19           identification by the certified shorthand    10:22

20           reporter and is attached hereto.)            10:22

21   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:22

22           Q      Mr. Orozco, do you recognize this     10:24

23   permit?                                              10:24

24           A      No.                                   10:24

25           Q      Have you ever seen it before today?   10:24
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1           A      No.                                   10:24

2           Q      You stated that you joined the        10:24

3   Calabasas Landfill facility in or about 2016; is     10:24

4   that correct?                                        10:24

5           A      Yes.                                  10:24

6           Q      When you arrived, did someone give    10:24

7   you information about the facility permit when you   10:24

8   started your job as a heavy equipment operator?      10:24

9           A      No.                                   10:24

10           Q      Did you ask anyone, when you started  10:24

11   your job at the Calabasas Landfill in or about       10:24

12   2016, whether there was an existing permit?          10:25

13           A      No.                                   10:25

14           Q      Have you ever discussed with your     10:25

15   superiors the fact that there is a permit issued by  10:25

16   Cal Recycle for the Calabasas Landfill?              10:25

17           A      No.                                   10:25

18           Q      Have you ever -- and let me direct    10:25

19   you, sir, to page 5 of Exhibit 2.  And let me know   10:25

20   when you get there.                                  10:25

21           A      Okay.  I'm there.                     10:25

22           Q      Have you ever seen this list          10:25

23   of -- in Item B there is something called            10:25

24   "Particular Requirements."  Do you see that, sir?    10:25

25           A      Yes.                                  10:25
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1           Q      Have you ever reviewed this list of   10:26

2   particular requirements prior to today?              10:26

3           A      No.                                   10:26

4           Q      Let me direct your attention to Item  10:26

5   B.1.c, which states in part:                         10:26

6           "The operator shall comply with the          10:26

7   approved Hazardous Waste Screening Program as        10:26

8   described in the current JTD."                       10:26

9           Do you see that sentence?                    10:26

10           A      Yes.                                  10:26

11           Q      What do you do to comply with the     10:26

12   Approved Hazardous Waste Screening Program as        10:26

13   described in the current Joint Technical Document?   10:26

14           MR. LEE:  By "you," are you referring to     10:26

15   him individually; or are you referring to the        10:26

16   operator of the site, which is the Sanitation        10:26

17   District?                                            10:26

18           MR. DUPONT:  I'm referring to Mr. Orozco.    10:26

19           MR. LEE:  "Orozco."                          10:27

20           MR. DUPONT:  "Orozco."                       10:27

21           MR. LEE:  You can answer if you understand   10:27

22   it.                                                  10:27

23           THE WITNESS:  What do I do to comply with    10:27

24   the Hazardous Waste Screening Program?               10:27

25           MR. DUPONT:  Yes.                            10:27
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1           THE WITNESS:  Make sure that the hazardous   10:27

2   waste inspector is up there on top inspecting every  10:27

3   load.                                                10:27

4   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:27

5           Q      And who is the hazardous waste        10:27

6   inspector for the Calabasas Landfill?                10:27

7           A      It depends on what day.  But the      10:27

8   supervisor is Guadalupe, hazardous waste inspector   10:27

9   supervisor.                                          10:27

10           Q      And the first -- Mr. Lupe's first     10:27

11   name is?                                             10:27

12           A      Guadalupe.                            10:27

13           Q      Is that person on duty at all times?  10:27

14           A      It depends on her schedule.           10:27

15           Q      And do you know if her schedule       10:27

16   overlaps with all loads of fire debris waste being   10:28

17   sent to the Calabasas Landfill?                      10:28

18           A      Can you clarify?                      10:28

19           Q      Sure.  Is Ms. Lupe -- it's            10:28

20   "Ms. Lupe"?                                          10:28

21           A      Uh-huh.                               10:28

22           Q      Is she there at the Landfill for all  10:28

23   days and times that trucks with fire-debris waste    10:28

24   arrive?                                              10:28

25           A      No.                                   10:28
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1           Q      Do you know what percentage of the    10:28

2   time Ms. Lupe is there when trucks carrying fire     10:28

3   debris waste arrive at the Calabasas weigh scale?    10:28

4           A      No.                                   10:28

5           Q      Do you know what the Hazardous Waste  10:28

6   Screening Program is?                                10:28

7           A      Yes.                                  10:28

8           Q      What is it?                           10:28

9           A      Deterring any hazardous waste from    10:28

10   getting into the Landfill.                           10:28

11           Q      Does it have specific requirements?   10:29

12           A      It's -- I'm not too positive about    10:29

13   it.                                                  10:29

14           Q      Does Ms. Lupe examine any of the      10:29

15   trucks that have certificates related to fire        10:29

16   debris waste?                                        10:29

17           A      No.                                   10:29

18           Q      Do you know if anyone else with       10:29

19   hazardous waste training inspects any of the trucks  10:29

20   carrying fire-debris waste that have certificates?   10:29

21           A      Yes.                                  10:29

22           Q      Who?                                  10:29

23           A      The hazardous waste on the site.      10:29

24           Q      I'm sorry.  I don't follow, sir.      10:29

25   "The hazardous waste on the site"?                   10:29
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1           A      Inspector.  There is somebody         10:29

2   stationed at the Calabasas Landfill.  Guadalupe is   10:30

3   the one that oversees her inspectors on a daily      10:30

4   basis, and the hazmat inspector is -- normal         10:30

5   protocol call for them to be on-site checking the    10:30

6   loads.                                               10:30

7           Q      And do they check the loads of        10:30

8   fire-debris waste when those loads have              10:30

9   certificates?                                        10:30

10           A      Yes.  To verify that the load that    10:30

11   they are unloading matches what the certificate is   10:30

12   saying.                                              10:30

13           Q      And how do they do that, sir?         10:30

14           A      By visually inspecting the load.      10:30

15           Q      Do they have training in detection    10:30

16   of asbestos containing fibers?                       10:30

17           A      I do not know.                        10:30

18           Q      Do they have training in assessing    10:30

19   whether fire-debris waste may contain PFAS?          10:30

20           A      I do not know.                        10:30

21           Q      Do they have training in assessing    10:30

22   whether fire debris waste contains PFOA?             10:31

23           A      I have no.                            10:31

24           Q      Do they have training in assessing    10:31

25   whether fire debris waste may contains melted        10:31

Page 33

Veritext Legal Solutions
Calendar-CA@veritext.com 866-299-5127



1   contaminants of led?                                 10:31

2           A      No, I do not.                         10:31

3           Q      Let me direct you, sir, to Item       10:31

4   C(5) on this page.  Actually, it's B.1.c, sub 5.     10:31

5   And the first sentence of that paragraph reads:      10:31

6           "Incidents of unlawful disposal of           10:32

7   prohibited materials shall be reported to the LEA    10:32

8   monthly as described in the monitoring section of    10:32

9   this permit."                                        10:32

10           Are you with me?                             10:32

11           A      Uh-huh.                               10:32

12           Q      The LEA is the local enforcement      10:32

13   authority?                                           10:32

14           A      Yes.                                  10:32

15           Q      And have you reported any incident    10:32

16   of unlawful disposal of fire-debris waste in this    10:32

17   monthly monitoring report?                           10:32

18           MR. LEE:  Are you asking him individually,   10:32

19   or you asking about the Calabasas Landfill as a      10:32

20   whole?                                               10:32

21           MR. DUPONT:  I'm asking him individually     10:32

22   first.                                               10:32

23   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:32

24           Q      Have you?                             10:32

25           A      No.                                   10:32
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1           Q      Do you know if anyone under your      10:32

2   supervision at the Calabasas Landfill has reported   10:32

3   any incidents of unlawful disposal of fire-debris    10:33

4   waste to the LEA in a monthly report?                10:33

5           A      No.                                   10:33

6           Q      Under the "Particular                 10:33

7   Requirements" -- still on this page 5 of             10:33

8   Exhibit 2 -- B.1.c(1) states in part -- and you can  10:33

9   read the whole thing, but I'm just going to read     10:33

10   the last sentence.                                   10:33

11           "The operator shall inspect all waste        10:33

12   vehicle loads if there is any reason to believe the  10:33

13   loads may contain prohibited waste."                 10:33

14           Do you see that sentence, sir?               10:34

15           A      Yes.                                  10:34

16           Q      And have you instructed anyone under  10:34

17   your supervision at the Calabasas Landfill to        10:34

18   inspect all waste loads if they believe the loads    10:34

19   may contain prohibited wastes?                       10:34

20           A      Yes.  A hazmat inspector if I         10:34

21   believe.                                             10:34

22           Q      And the hazmat inspectors report to   10:34

23   Ms. Lupe?                                            10:34

24           A      Correct.                              10:34

25           Q      How many hazmat inspectors are        10:34
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1   there?                                               10:34

2           A      There's four.                         10:34

3           Q      And that's as of April of 2025?       10:34

4           A      Yeah.                                 10:34

5           Q      And has any of the hazardous waste    10:34

6   inspectors advised you that they suspect that a      10:34

7   load of fire debris waste may contain prohibited     10:35

8   hazardous waste?                                     10:35

9           A      No.                                   10:35

10           Q      Has Ms. Lupe ever advised you that    10:35

11   she has reason to believe that any load of fire      10:35

12   debris waste contain hazardous waste?                10:35

13           A      No.                                   10:35

14           Q      Have you asked Ms. Lupe about that    10:35

15   question?                                            10:35

16           A      No.                                   10:35

17           Q      And just to step back for a second,   10:35

18   sir, Mr. Orozco, you understand that the Calabasas   10:35

19   Landfill currently cannot accept hazardous waste?    10:35

20           A      That is correct.                      10:35

21           Q      That has been true since at least     10:35

22   you joined the Calabasas Landfill in 2016; correct?  10:35

23           A      Correct.                              10:35

24           Q      And so far as you know, there are no  10:36

25   exceptions to that rule; correct?                    10:36
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1           A      Correct.                              10:36

2           MR. DUPONT:  Let me have marked as Exhibit   10:36

3   3 to this deposition a document entitled, CALABASAS  10:36

4   LANDFILL JOINT TECHNICAL DOCUMENT."  This bears a    10:36

5   revision date of April 2021, and it is               10:36

6   Bates-Numbered LACSD0000810 through 976.             10:37

7                  (Exhibit 3 was marked for             10:37

8           identification by the certified shorthand    10:37

9           reporter and is attached hereto.)            10:37

10   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:37

11           Q      Mr. Orozco, do you recognize this     10:37

12   document?                                            10:37

13           A      Yes.                                  10:37

14           Q      And do you have a copy of it at your  10:37

15   office at the Calabasas Landfill?                    10:37

16           A      No.                                   10:37

17           Q      DO you know if anyone else at the     10:37

18   Calabasas Landfill has a copy of this Joint          10:37

19   Technical Document?                                  10:37

20           A      No.                                   10:37

21           Q      Have you read it before today?        10:37

22           A      No.                                   10:37

23           Q      How are you familiar with this        10:37

24   document, sir?                                       10:37

25           A      When our pre-legal counsel we met up  10:38
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1   and they showed me this Joint Technical Document.    10:38

2           Q      Okay.  I don't want to interrogate    10:38

3   you about any questions from -- or any statements    10:38

4   you made with your legal counsel in preparation.     10:38

5   You did meet with legal counsel to prepare for this  10:38

6   deposition; is that correct?                         10:38

7           A      Correct.                              10:38

8           Q      Was that one meeting or more than     10:38

9   one meeting?                                         10:38

10           A      Two meetings.                         10:38

11           Q      Right.  And how many days ago?        10:38

12           A      I think it was last Friday or         10:38

13   Thursday and the week before that.                   10:38

14           Q      Putting aside anything you discussed  10:38

15   with your legal counsel -- I understand it is        10:39

16   difficult for a human being to sort of divide their  10:39

17   brain in half.  But I have to ask to you do so.      10:39

18           So putting aside anything you discussed      10:39

19   with legal counsel about Exhibit 3, the Calabasas    10:39

20   Landfill Joint Technical Document, when a document   10:39

21   like this gets revised, do you have any input in     10:39

22   the revisions?                                       10:39

23           A      No.                                   10:39

24           Q      Do you know whether Habib has any     10:39

25   input in revisions to the Joint Technical Document?  10:39
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1           A      No, I don't.                          10:39

2           Q      Do you know who at the Sanitation     10:39

3   District does have input into this document?         10:39

4           A      No, I don't.                          10:39

5           Q      Let me ask you to turn, sir, to       10:40

6   Figure 2.5 in this document.  It is Bates-page       10:40

7   LACSD0000851.                                        10:40

8           A      (Witness complies.)                   10:40

9           Q      And my question, sir, is:  Do you     10:40

10   recognize this Figure 2-5?                           10:41

11           A      It looks like an overlook of the      10:41

12   site.                                                10:41

13           Q      Right.  And there is a location that  10:41

14   says "SITE FIELD OFFICE."  Do you see that, sir?     10:41

15           A      Yes.                                  10:41

16           Q      Is that your office?                  10:41

17           A      Yeah, around there.                   10:41

18           Q      And then there is a point that says,  10:41

19   "TECHNICIANS TRAILERS."  Do you know what that       10:41

20   refers to in connection with the Landfill?           10:41

21           A      Yes.  That's where the                10:41

22   technician -- technician -- gas technicians, that    10:41

23   is their office.                                     10:41

24           Q      And when you say "gas technicians,"   10:41

25   can you tell me what that means?                     10:41
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1           A      They're the ones that monitor the     10:41

2   site.                                                10:41

3           Q      Is that for air emissions?            10:41

4           A      Correct.                              10:41

5           Q      What about -- there is a gas energy   10:42

6   facility on the Landfill; is that correct?           10:42

7           A      Yes.                                  10:42

8           Q      Do they measure emissions from that   10:42

9   facility as well?                                    10:42

10           A      I do not know.                        10:42

11           Q      And then in the near -- on this       10:42

12   Figure 2-5, there is something called the "SARATOGA  10:42

13   HILLS HOUSING DEVELOPMENT."  Do you see that?        10:42

14           A      Yes.                                  10:42

15           Q      Do you know what that is?             10:42

16           A      The neighborhood next to our          10:42

17   landfill.                                            10:42

18           Q      And then there are some other         10:42

19   figures nearby.  Do you recognize any of those.      10:42

20           MR. LEE:  Objection.  Vague and ambiguous.   10:42

21   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:42

22           Q      Well, for example, there's something  10:42

23   that is labeled "R-MF" and then R-SF."  Do you know  10:42

24   what those refer to?                                 10:42

25           A      No, I don't.                          10:43
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1           Q      And let me ask you to turn, sir, to   10:43

2   Figure 3-1 in this document.  It's Bates-page 856.   10:43

3           MR. DUPONT:  And, Counsel, I'm going to use  10:43

4   the shorthand for the Bates pages here.              10:43

5           MR. LEE:  Thank you.                         10:43

6   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:43

7           Q      My question is:  Do you recognize     10:43

8   this page at all?                                    10:43

9           A      Yeah.  It looks like this is the      10:43

10   Landfill right here?                                 10:43

11           Q      Right.  But do you know what the      10:43

12   "50-YEAR 24-HOUR ISOHYET" is?                        10:43

13           A      No.                                   10:43

14           Q      Same question on the next page,       10:43

15   "GEOLOGIC MAP OF CALABASAS LANDFILL."  Aside from    10:44

16   recognizing the Landfill, do you have any            10:44

17   familiarity with the geology and mapping related to  10:44

18   the Landfill?                                        10:44

19           A      No.                                   10:44

20           Q      Are you aware that there is           10:44

21   requirements for environmental corrective action     10:44

22   for the Landfill?                                    10:44

23           A      No.                                   10:44

24           Q      Are you aware that there have been    10:44

25   reports that, in the past, parts of the Landfill     10:44
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1   have been shown to have detections at the barrier    10:44

2   well locations?                                      10:44

3           A      No.                                   10:44

4           MR. LEE:  Objection.  Vague and ambiguous.   10:44

5   Lacks foundation.  Calls for speculation.            10:44

6           You can answer no.                           10:44

7           THE WITNESS:   No.                           10:44

8   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:44

9           Q      Let me ask you to turn to Figure 5-1  10:45

10   at Bates-page 875.                                   10:45

11           A      Okay.                                 10:45

12           MR. LEE:  I'm sorry, what was the page       10:45

13   number?                                              10:45

14           MR. DUPONT:  875, Counsel.                   10:45

15           MR. LEE:  Thank you.                         10:45

16   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:45

17           Q      Do you recognize this page, sir?      10:45

18           A      Yes.                                  10:45

19           Q      What is it?                           10:45

20           A      It's a layout of the Landfill?        10:45

21           Q      And there are various designated      10:45

22   areas.  There is an area called, "ORIGINAL LANDFILL  10:46

23   (UNLINED)."  Does that accurately depict the         10:46

24   boundaries of the original landfill for Calabasas?   10:46

25           MR. LEE:  Objection.  Vague and ambiguous.   10:46
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1                  You can answer if you understand.     10:46

2           THE WITNESS:  No.                            10:46

3   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:46

4           Q      You don't know?                       10:46

5           A      No.                                   10:46

6           Q      So you don't know whether it          10:46

7   accurately depicts the area of the original          10:46

8   landfill that was unlined?                           10:46

9           A      Correct.                              10:46

10           Q      What about the area depicted on this  10:46

11   Figure 5-1 as "LINER AREA 1," is that an accurate    10:46

12   depiction of a Liner Area 1 for the Calabasas        10:46

13   Landfill?                                            10:47

14           A      Yes.                                  10:47

15           Q      What about "LINER AREA 2," is that    10:47

16   an accurate depiction of Liner Area 2 for the        10:47

17   Landfill?                                            10:47

18           A      Yes.                                  10:47

19           Q      Are there any other areas in this     10:47

20   Figure 5-1 that are lined?                           10:47

21           A      No, I'm not aware of.                 10:47

22           Q      Let me try and understand.  What      10:47

23   happens when a load of fire debris waste arrives at  10:47

24   the Calabasas Landfill?  And I'm talking about just  10:48

25   the period from January of 2025 to date.  Does it    10:48
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1   get off-loaded?                                      10:48

2           A      Yes.                                  10:48

3           Q      Where?                                10:48

4           A      In designated area.                   10:48

5           Q      And what is the name of that          10:48

6   designated area?                                     10:48

7           A      Lift 9.  Lift 10.                     10:48

8           Q      And is there some sort of metallic    10:48

9   or cement base to Lift 9 or 10?                      10:48

10           A      Liner.                                10:48

11           Q      A liner as in a geotechnical          10:48

12   membrane?                                            10:48

13           A      I mean --                             10:48

14           MR. LEE:  Objection.  Vague and ambiguous.   10:48

15   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:48

16           Q      When you use the terming "liner,"     10:48

17   what do you mean, Mr. Orozco?                        10:48

18           A      That it has been lined.               10:48

19           Q      With what.                            10:48

20           A      With a special liner.                 10:48

21           Q      And do you know the composition?      10:48

22           A      No, I don't.                          10:48

23           Q      Okay.  So it's -- did you say Area 9  10:49

24   or 10?                                               10:49

25           A      Yeah, Lift 9 or 10.                   10:49
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1           Q      Lift 9 or 10.  And what happens once  10:49

2   it's unloaded into Lift 9 or 10?                     10:49

3           A      It gets pushed up or pushed.  While   10:49

4   it's getting pushed, either we have dust control on  10:49

5   the load.                                            10:49

6           Q      All right.  And have you personally   10:49

7   observed the pushing of any fire-debris waste at     10:49

8   Lift 9 or Lift 10?                                   10:49

9           A      Yes.                                  10:49

10           Q      And have you observed dust arising    10:49

11   from that process?                                   10:49

12           A      No.                                   10:49

13           Q      Is the dust control then a optional   10:49

14   method in dust is seen?                              10:49

15           A      No.  It's mandatory.  We have to      10:49

16   have dust control on the site.                       10:49

17           Q      All right.  And what is the dust      10:49

18   control used for loads that are pushed in Lift 9 or  10:50

19   Lift 10?                                             10:50

20           A      Water.                                10:50

21           Q      And how is that water applied?        10:50

22           A      Either it's a site sprayed with a     10:50

23   site sprayer or use a hose to water down the load.   10:50

24           Q      After that, what happens to the       10:50

25   load?                                                10:50
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1           A      It gets pushed up the slope.          10:50

2           Q      Pushed up the slope?                  10:50

3           A      Correct.                              10:50

4           Q      To where?                             10:50

5           A      To the rubbage scale.                 10:50

6           Q      And is the rubbish scale area         10:50

7   depicted on this Figure 5-1?                         10:50

8           A      Yes.                                  10:50

9           Q      And where is it depicted?             10:50

10           A      It says "SCALE AREA."                 10:50

11           Q      "SCALE AREA"?                         10:50

12           A      Yes.                                  10:50

13           Q      So once it gets to the scale area,    10:50

14   as depicted on Figure 5-1 what happens to the waste  10:50

15   load of fire-debris related waste after that?        10:51

16           A      After the scales, it gets             10:51

17   directed to our dumping area.                        10:51

18           Q      And where is the dumping area?        10:51

19           A      Lift 10 or Lift 9.                    10:51

20           Q      I'm sorry, I thought you said that    10:51

21   the fire-debris waste was originally unloaded to     10:51

22   Lift 9 or Lift 10?                                   10:51

23           A      No.  You go to Lift 9 or 10, and      10:51

24   they have cell -- rubbage cell where they back up    10:51

25   and unload their load.                               10:51
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1           Q      So after they unload a load of        10:51

2   fire-debris waste at Lift 9 or Lift 10, what         10:51

3   happens then?                                        10:51

4           A      It gets pushed up the slope when      10:51

5   they are doing dust control on it.                   10:51

6           Q      All right.  And after it gets pushed  10:51

7   up the slope, what happens to it then?               10:51

8           A      It depends.  What time are you        10:52

9   talking about?  Can you clarify?                     10:52

10           Q      Any time of the day.                  10:52

11           A      It just gets pushed, and another      10:52

12   pile gets pushed on top of it.                       10:52

13           Q      And do those areas -- are they where  10:52

14   the fire debris ends up, or is it then transferred   10:52

15   to another location within the landfill?             10:52

16           A      Wherever it gets pushed up it stays   10:52

17   there.                                               10:52

18           Q      And are Lift 9 and Lift 10 depicted   10:52

19   on this Figure 5-1 anywhere?                         10:52

20           A      No.                                   10:52

21           Q      Is any of the fire-debris waste sent  10:52

22   to Liner Area 1 or Liner Area 2 as depicted on       10:52

23   Figure 5-1?                                          10:52

24           A      No.                                   10:53

25           Q      If I wanted to find out where Lift    10:53
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1   Area 9 and 10 are, do you have a map at the          10:53

2   Calabasas Landfill that I could look at for that     10:53

3   information?                                         10:53

4           A      Yes.                                  10:53

5           Q      And what do you call that map?        10:53

6           A      Just an overview.  Just, like,        10:53

7   overview of this.                                    10:53

8           Q      So if I was to ask for an overview    10:53

9   map containing depiction of Lift 9 and 10, you       10:53

10   would know what I was asking for?                    10:53

11           A      Yes.                                  10:53

12           Q      Do you know where either Lift 9 or    10:53

13   Lift 10 is with respect to any residential area      10:53

14   near the Landfill?                                   10:53

15           A      No.                                   10:53

16           Q      Let me direct your attention to       10:54

17   Figure 5-3, sir.  And that is Bates-page 883.  Do    10:54

18   you recognize this Figure, sir?                      10:54

19           A      Yes.                                  10:54

20           Q      What do you recognize it as?          10:55

21           A      It looks like an overview of the      10:55

22   site.                                                10:55

23           Q      Okay.  There is an area here on       10:55

24   Figure 5-3 that is noted as "DEBRIS BASIN."  Do you  10:55

25   know what that is, sir?  And it's on the -- as       10:55
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1   you're looking at the figure, it's sort on the       10:55

2   extreme right-hand corner.  There is something       10:55

3   labeled "DEBRIS BASIN."  And then an arrow           10:55

4   pointing.                                            10:55

5           A      Yeah.                                 10:55

6           Q      Do you know what that is?             10:55

7           MR. LEE:  Is the question does he            10:55

8   understand what the reference to "DEBRIS BASIN" is?  10:55

9           MR. DUPONT:  Yes.  As depicted in            10:55

10   Figure 5-3.                                          10:55

11           MR. LEE:  The questioning is:  Do you have   10:56

12   an understanding what the term "DEBRIS BASIN" is as  10:56

13   used on this particular figure?                      10:56

14           THE WITNESS:  Yeah.                          10:56

15   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:56

16           Q      What is it?                           10:56

17           A      Debris basin, that's in the cut.      10:56

18   The contact basins, more familiar with that one.     10:56

19           Q      So you're more familiar with          10:56

20   something called a "contact basin"?                  10:56

21           A      Yes.                                  10:56

22           THE REPORTER:  I'm sorry?                    10:56

23           THE WITNESS:  I ain't aware of the debris    10:56

24   basin.                                               10:56

25   ///                                                  10:56
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1   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:56

2           Q      You were not aware?                   10:56

3           A      No.                                   10:56

4           Q      Okay.  And it appears that there is   10:56

5   a second little arrow with a sign on Figure 5-3      10:56

6   also designated "DEBRIS BASIN."  Does that help out  10:56

7   at all?                                              10:56

8           MR. LEE:  I'm sorry, are referencing the     10:57

9   debris basin at the site?                            10:57

10           MR. DUPONT:  There is a second one,          10:57

11   Counsel -- it's easier for me to point.  But it's    10:57

12   sort of almost in the middle of the figure under     10:57

13   "SOUTHEASTERN AREA."                                 10:57

14           MR. LEE:  I guess the confusion is that      10:57

15   there are multiple references to the term "DEBRIS    10:57

16   BASIN" all throughout this particular exhibit.       10:57

17           MR. DUPONT:  I'm asking the witness about    10:57

18   the second --                                        10:57

19   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       10:57

20           Q      Just underneath "SOUTHEASTERN AREA,"  10:57

21   do you see the sign that says, "DEBRIS BASIN"?       10:57

22           A      Yes, this one here.                   10:57

23           Q      Yeah.  And it points to a separate    10:57

24   area.  Do you recognize that separate area?          10:57

25           A      Yes.                                  10:57
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1           Q      And what is that separate area?       10:57

2           A      It's a basin.                         10:57

3           Q      And what sort of debris goes there?   10:57

4           A      No debris goes in there.              10:57

5           Q      Do you know why it is termed a        10:58

6   debris basin?                                        10:58

7           A      That's where all the water is         10:58

8   collected.                                           10:58

9           Q      So this is water-based debris?        10:58

10           A      Yes.                                  10:58

11           Q      Are you generally familiar with the   10:58

12   environmental controls as to the Landfill?           10:58

13           A      No.                                   10:58

14           Q      Is that something that Habib would    10:58

15   be more familiar with than you?                      10:58

16           A      Yes.                                  10:58

17           Q      Let me direct your attention, sir,    10:58

18   to Figure 5-6, Bates-page 894.  And do you have      10:59

19   familiarity with the gas collection well system at   10:59

20   the Calabasas Landfill?                              10:59

21           A      No.                                   10:59

22           Q      Let me direct your attention to       11:00

23   "Figure 7-3:  ORGANIZATION CHART," on page 923.      11:00

24   And again, this is Exhibit 3.                        11:00

25           And do you know if there is an individual    11:01
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1   related to landfill engineering currently assigned   11:01

2   to the Calabasas Landfill?                           11:01

3           A      Can you clarify?                      11:01

4           Q      Sure.  In this organization chart,    11:01

5   there is a reference to, "Supervising Engineer I,    11:01

6   II, John Chung."  Is he still there, to your         11:01

7   knowledge?                                           11:01

8           A      No.                                   11:01

9           Q      Who is?                               11:01

10           A      I have no idea.                       11:01

11           Q      In this chart, there is a reference   11:01

12   to "MRFs and Special Project Engineering" and a      11:01

13   reference to an individual by the name of            11:01

14   "Navnit Padival."  Is that person still there, to    11:01

15   your knowledge?                                      11:01

16           A      I don't.                              11:01

17           Q      There is also a reference to an       11:02

18   individual related to "REFUSE SITE OPERATIONS        11:02

19   SUPERINTENDENT."                                     11:02

20           "Orlando Antunez."  Is that individual       11:02

21   still related to the Calabasas Landfill?             11:02

22           A      Yes.                                  11:02

23           Q      And is that individual,               11:02

24   Orlando Antunez, still the solid waste operations    11:02

25   superintendent?                                      11:02
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1           A      Yes.                                  11:02

2           Q      Do you report to Mr. Antunez?         11:02

3           A      Yes.                                  11:02

4           Q      And does Mr. Antunez, in turn,        11:02

5   report to Habib Kharrat?                             11:02

6           A      Correct.                              11:02

7           Q      Do you know who Mr. Kharrat reports   11:02

8   to in turn?                                          11:02

9           A      No.                                   11:02

10           Q      Besides Mr. Antunez, who else do you  11:02

11   directly report to concerning operations at the      11:02

12   Calabasas Landfill?                                  11:02

13           A      Pretty much the two right here,       11:02

14   Orlando and Habib.                                   11:03

15           Q      Let me direct your attention to       11:03

16   Figure 7-4, and this is Bates-page 926.  And this    11:03

17   "Ancillary Facilities" at the Calabasas Landfill.    11:03

18   Are you on that page with me, sir?                   11:03

19           A      Yes, 926?                             11:03

20           Q      Yes.  Do you recognize any of the     11:03

21   items depicted on Figure 7-4?                        11:03

22           MR. LEE:  Objection.  Vague and ambiguous.   11:03

23   Are you asking whether he recognizes this            11:03

24   particular figure, or are you asking whether he      11:04

25   recognizes the references to items that are on this  11:04
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1   figure?                                              11:04

2           MR. DUPONT:  References to items that are    11:04

3   on this figure.                                      11:04

4           THE WITNESS:  Yes.                           11:04

5   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       11:04

6           Q      So you recognize the site field       11:04

7   office; is that correct?                             11:04

8           A      Correct.                              11:04

9           Q      And the weigh scale facility, you     11:04

10   recognize that?                                      11:04

11           A      Yes.                                  11:04

12           Q      Are you familiar with the "1,000      11:04

13   Gallon Unleaded Gas Tank, Double Walled," as         11:04

14   depicted on this?                                    11:04

15           A      Yes.                                  11:04

16           Q      In the middle, there is an error      11:04

17   indicating "WHITE GOODS STORAGE."  And it is         11:04

18   pointing to a little box.  Do you know what that     11:04

19   references?                                          11:04

20           A      Yes.                                  11:04

21           Q      What?                                 11:04

22           A      White goods, it's like -- like,       11:04

23   washers, refrigerators -- kind of that deal.         11:04

24           Q      And also on this figure, there is     11:05

25   a -- toward the left-hand side of the figure, there  11:05
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1   is something entitled, "EQUIPMENT YARD."  Do you     11:05

2   know what that refers to?                            11:05

3           A      Yes.                                  11:05

4           Q      What?                                 11:05

5           A      Where the equipment gets serviced.    11:05

6           Q      And this is equipment like --         11:05

7           A      Heavy equipment.                      11:05

8           Q      Heavy equipment.  Such as the types   11:05

9   of things you use to operate?                        11:05

10           A      Yes.                                  11:05

11           Q      Let me direct your attention to page  11:05

12   928.  It's just a couple pages back.                 11:05

13           A      928.                                  11:05

14           Q      928, yes.                             11:05

15           A      Okay.                                 11:05

16           Q      And there is a paragraph there,       11:05

17   7.10.12 entitled, "Weather Stations."  Do you see    11:05

18   that, sir?                                           11:05

19           A      Yes.                                  11:05

20           Q      Do you know anything about the two    11:05

21   weather stations used by gas technicians for odor    11:06

22   monitoring and AQMD ambient air monitoring?          11:06

23           A      No.                                   11:06

24           Q      Do the gas technicians who do that    11:06

25   monitoring report to you?                            11:06
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1           A      No.                                   11:06

2           Q      Do you know who they do report to?    11:06

3           A      No.                                   11:06

4           Q      Do they report to someone at one the  11:06

5   administrative offices in Whittier?                  11:06

6           A      I have no idea.                       11:06

7           Q      Have you ever seen air monitoring     11:06

8   results for the Calabasas Landfill?                  11:06

9           A      No.                                   11:06

10           Q      This paragraph also references a      11:06

11   weather station located at the GTE facility which    11:06

12   stores site data, such as wind speed, wind           11:06

13   direction, barometric pressure and temperature and   11:06

14   provides a backup to the northern and southern       11:07

15   weather stations.  Do you see that?                  11:07

16           A      Yes, I see it.                        11:07

17           Q      Are you generally familiar with the   11:07

18   location of the GTE facility as referenced in this   11:07

19   document?                                            11:07

20           A      No.                                   11:07

21           Q      Do you understand that GTE is an      11:07

22   acronym for General Telephone?                       11:07

23           A      No.                                   11:07

24           Q      Do you have an understanding of the   11:07

25   prevailing wind conditions at the Landfill?          11:07
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1           MR. LEE:  Objection.  Vague and ambiguous.   11:07

2   Lacks foundation.                                    11:07

3   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       11:07

4           Q      Do you know which direction the wind  11:07

5   blows across the Calabasas Landfill?                 11:07

6           MR. LEE:  Vague and ambiguous as to time.    11:07

7                  You can answer if you understand.     11:08

8           THE WITNESS:  No.  I don't understand.       11:08

9           MR. DUPONT:  We've been going about an hour  11:08

10   and a couple of minutes.  If this is an acceptable   11:08

11   time, I suggest we go off the record and take a      11:08

12   ten-minute break.                                    11:08

13           THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  The time is 11:08 a.m.    11:08

14   We're off the record.                                11:08

15                  (Break taken.)                        11:08

16           THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  The time is 11:19 a.m.    11:19

17   We're back on the record.                            11:19

18                  (Exhibit 4 was marked for             11:19

19           identification by the certified shorthand    11:19

20           reporter and is attached hereto.)            11:19

21   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       11:19

22           Q      Mr. Orozco, I would like to show you  11:19

23   what has been marked as Exhibit 4.  It is a series   11:19

24   of e-mails with the top e-mail from                  11:20

25   Mr. Habib Kharrat to Mr. Orlando Antunez,            11:20
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1   Scott Partridge, Gwen Tantoco, and yourself.         11:20

2           "Subject: FWD: Fire Debris Certificate for   11:20

3   Calabasas Landfill."  This is Exhibit 4.             11:20

4           MR. DUPONT:  Counsel, I will represent to    11:20

5   you that the Bates numbers were imposed by myself    11:20

6   as a footnote, because my technical ability to       11:20

7   download the document with Bates numbers was         11:20

8   limited.  But those are the Bates numbers for this   11:20

9   document, LACSD000098 through 103.                   11:22

10           THE WITNESS:  Okay.                          11:22

11   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       11:22

12           Q      Mr. Orozco, turning to the first      11:22

13   page of Exhibit 4, did you receive a copy of the     11:22

14   top e-mail from Habib Kharrat on or about            11:22

15   mid February of 2025?                                11:22

16           A      Yes.                                  11:22

17           Q      What, if anything, did you do after   11:22

18   receipt of this document?                            11:22

19           A      We posted the signage on the scale.   11:22

20           Q      And when you say "We posted the       11:22

21   signage on the scale," what page are you referring   11:22

22   to, Mr. Orozco?                                      11:22

23           A      104.                                  11:22

24           Q      And the signage, is that the top      11:23

25   signage, "WARNING DISASTER-RELATED WASTE"?           11:23

Page 58

Veritext Legal Solutions
Calendar-CA@veritext.com 866-299-5127



1           A      Correct.                              11:23

2           Q      And you said you posted it at the     11:23

3   weigh scale?                                         11:23

4           A      That's correct.                       11:23

5           Q      Why did you do that?                  11:23

6           A      Informing the customers.              11:23

7           Q      And who were the customers that were  11:23

8   being advised of this?                               11:23

9           A      All customers.                        11:23

10           Q      All right.  And there is a            11:23

11   bottom -- on page 104 at the bottom there is a       11:23

12   document that says -- there is a Statement 2.        11:23

13   "Calabasas Truck ticketing system."                  11:23

14           "Each incoming ECC truck must have the       11:23

15   below:"                                              11:24

16           And then it looks like a photo of a          11:24

17   document.  Do you recognize what that document is?   11:24

18           A      Yes.                                  11:24

19           Q      What?                                 11:24

20           A      It's the HDAP.                        11:24

21           Q      So this is the document that          11:24

22   certifies that the truck is certified to unload      11:24

23   items at the Calabasas Landfill?                     11:24

24           A      No.  This is just a transaction       11:24

25   certificate that they're given to the drivers of     11:24
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1   any business that they are allowing them to use      11:24

2   their account.                                       11:24

3           Q      So does this have some account        11:24

4   information contained on it?                         11:24

5           A      Yes.                                  11:24

6           Q      Where is that?                        11:24

7           A      At the top below "Transaction         11:24

8   Certificate."                                        11:24

9           Q      Okay.  So does this relate to some    11:24

10   sort of billing system for waste loads?              11:25

11           A      Yes.                                  11:25

12           Q      And so does the staff of the weigh    11:25

13   station hand this certificate to the truck driver?   11:25

14           A      No.                                   11:25

15           Q      Does the truck driver hand this       11:25

16   certificate to the weigh station operator?           11:25

17           A      Yes.                                  11:25

18           Q      Got it.  And what does the weigh      11:25

19   station operator do with that certificate?           11:25

20           A      He scans it.                          11:25

21           Q      Also, on the next page, Item Number   11:25

22   5, "Waste Manifest."  And it states:                 11:25

23           "If needed by Calabasas, ECC and Calabasas   11:25

24   to finalize load acceptance paperwork at the         11:25

25   landfill."                                           11:25
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1           Do you see that sentence?                    11:25

2           A      No.  It's -- what page is it on?      11:25

3           Q      It's on the very next page.           11:26

4           A      104?                                  11:26

5           Q      Yeah.  Item Number 5, "Waste          11:26

6   Manifests"?                                          11:26

7           A      Correct.                              11:26

8           Q      "If needed by Calabasas, ECC and      11:26

9   Calabasas to finalize load acceptance paperwork at   11:26

10   the landfill."                                       11:26

11           Do you see that?                             11:26

12           A      Yes.                                  11:26

13           Q      Do you know if there was some other   11:26

14   load acceptance paperwork that the Calabasas         11:26

15   Landfill required ECC to fill out?                   11:26

16           A      No.                                   11:26

17           Q      Well, do you know whether there was   11:26

18   a form; or do you know that there was not such a     11:26

19   form?                                                11:26

20           A      I'm not aware.                        11:26

21           Q      Just above that Item Number 4,        11:26

22   "Waste Profiles."                                    11:26

23           "Calabasas prepares the waste profile and    11:26

24   ECC will have FEMA sign as the generator."           11:26

25           Do you know what that refers to?             11:26
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1           A      No.                                   11:27

2           Q      Have you, as refuse site              11:27

3   superintendent, seen waste profiles signed by FEMA   11:27

4   for disaster-related waste?                          11:27

5           A      No.                                   11:27

6           Q      Let me go back to the first page of   11:27

7   Exhibit 4 and the top e-mail.  We've identified      11:27

8   Mr. Kharrat and identified Orlando Antunez.  Do you  11:27

9   know who Scott Partridge is?                         11:28

10           A      Yes.                                  11:28

11           Q      What is Mr. Partridge's position at   11:28

12   the Sanitation?                                      11:28

13           A      He's senior -- senior engineer.       11:28

14           Q      And, to your knowledge, does he       11:28

15   supervise the Calabasas Landfill?                    11:28

16           A      Yes.                                  11:28

17           Q      And how do -- do you report to him    11:28

18   as well as Mr. Antunez?                              11:28

19           A      No.                                   11:28

20           Q      Do you know if Mr. Antunez reports    11:28

21   to Mr. Scott Partridge?                              11:28

22           A      No.                                   11:28

23           Q      The next person, Gwen Tantoco -- did  11:28

24   I pronounce that close to being correct?             11:28

25           A      Yes.                                  11:28
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1           Q      And what is Gwen's position at the    11:28

2   Sanitation District?                                 11:28

3           A      Site engineer.                        11:28

4           Q      Do you report to Gwen?                11:28

5           A      No.                                   11:28

6           Q      Do you know her relationship to       11:28

7   Mr. Kharrat?                                         11:29

8           A      No.                                   11:29

9           Q      Then there is you.  And then the      11:29

10   CC, Bryan Langpap, do you know Mr. Langpap?          11:29

11           A      Yes.                                  11:29

12           Q      What is his position at the           11:29

13   Sanitation District?                                 11:29

14           A      Assistant.                            11:29

15           Q      Assistant?                            11:29

16           A      To Mark Revilla.                      11:29

17           Q      And Mr. Revilla is here in the room   11:29

18   at the end of the table?                             11:29

19           A      Yes.                                  11:29

20           Q      And do you know Mr. Revilla's title?  11:29

21           A      No.                                   11:29

22           Q      The next e-mail -- still on the       11:29

23   first page of Exhibit 4 -- is from                   11:29

24   Christopher Sheppard at the Department of Public     11:29

25   Works for the County of Los Angeles.  Do you know    11:29
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1   Mr. Sheppard?                                        11:30

2           A      No.                                   11:30

3           Q      Do you know how Mr. Sheppard          11:30

4   interacts with Mr. Habib Kharrat?                    11:30

5           A      No.                                   11:30

6           Q      Mr. Sheppard states, in part,         11:30

7   "Timing of bringing material to CALF..."  Is that    11:30

8   Calabasas facility?                                  11:30

9           A      Correct.                              11:30

10           Q      "...needs to be discussed with        11:30

11   Army Corps and Public Works before any material is   11:30

12   taken due to current situation in Calabasas."        11:30

13           Do you have any understanding of what        11:30

14   Mr. Sheppard meant by the "current situation in      11:30

15   Calabasas"?                                          11:30

16           A      No.                                   11:30

17           Q      Did you have an understanding of why  11:30

18   the County Department of Public Works needed to be   11:30

19   involved in approving the bringing of fire-debris    11:31

20   related material to the Calabasas facility?          11:31

21           A      No.                                   11:31

22           Q      And do you have an understanding of   11:31

23   who ECC Constructors works for?                      11:31

24           A      Yes.                                  11:31

25           Q      What is that understanding?           11:31
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1           A      They work Army Corps.                 11:31

2           Q      Have you worked with ECC              11:31

3   Constructors in other loads of non-fire-debris       11:32

4   related waste sent to the Calabasas Landfill?        11:32

5           A      No.                                   11:32

6           MR. DUPONT:  Let me have marked as           11:32

7   Exhibit 5 a multi-page document that I have as       11:32

8   LACSD0000180 through 189.  It is entitled,           11:33

9   "California Wildfire Environmental Protection        11:33

10   Plan," dated January 2025.                           11:33

11                  (Exhibit 5 was marked for             11:33

12           identification by the certified shorthand    11:33

13           reporter and is attached hereto.)            11:33

14   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       11:33

15           Q      Mr. Orozco, have you ever seen        11:34

16   Exhibit 5 prior to today?                            11:34

17           A      No.                                   11:34

18           Q      Has anyone informed you that, in      11:34

19   order to take advantage of an executive order from   11:35

20   Governor Newsom, a request must be made to the       11:35

21   agency secretaries and approved before work can      11:35

22   begin under those executive orders?                  11:35

23           A      No.                                   11:35

24           Q      Do you have any understanding         11:35

25   outside of this document, which you've not seen      11:35
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1   before, of whether the State of California has       11:35

2   required certain environmental protections related   11:35

3   to wildfires and debris?                             11:35

4           MR. LEE:  Objection.  Vague and ambiguous.   11:35

5   Lacks foundation.  Calls for speculation.            11:35

6           You can answer if you understand.            11:35

7           THE WITNESS:  No.                            11:35

8   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       11:35

9           Q      Is there someone directly on-site at  11:35

10   the Calabasas Landfill who is responsible for        11:36

11   environmental protection?                            11:36

12           A      I don't know.                         11:36

13           Q      Well, do you know anyone who has the  11:36

14   title of environmental protection or something       11:36

15   related thereto on-site at the Calabasas Landfill?   11:36

16           A      No.                                   11:36

17           MR. LEE:  Objection.  Vague and              11:36

18   ambiguous.                                           11:36

19           MR. DUPONT:   Let me have marked as          11:36

20   Exhibit 6 to the deposition a document on the        11:36

21   stationery of the County of Los Angeles Department   11:36

22   of Public Health Order of the Health Officer.        11:36

23           Issue Date:  January 15, 2015, regarding:    11:36

24           "LOCAL HEALTH EMERGENCY ORDER PROHIBITING    11:37

25   THE UNSAFE REMOVAL, TRANSPORT, AND DISPOSAL OF FIRE  11:37
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1   DEBRIS TO PROTECT COMMUNITY SAFETY."                 11:37

2           This is Exhibit 6.  I pre-marked it as 5-A,  11:37

3   but it's Exhibit 6.                                  11:37

4                  (Exhibit 6 was marked for             11:37

5           identification by the certified shorthand    11:37

6           reporter and is attached hereto.)            11:37

7           THE WITNESS:  Okay.                          11:38

8   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       11:38

9           Q      Mr. Orozco, have you seen this order  11:38

10   prior to today?                                      11:38

11           A      No.                                   11:38

12           Q      Let me direct your attention to the   11:38

13   second page of Exhibit 6, page 758.  And under the   11:38

14   last section, "NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED  11:38

15   THAT:"  Are you with me, sir?                        11:38

16           A      Yes.                                  11:38

17           Q      Does the Calabasas Landfill require   11:39

18   certificate from the US EPA that it has conducted a  11:39

19   hazardous material inspection of fire debris?        11:39

20           A      Can you clarify, please?              11:39

21           Q      Sure.  Does the Calabasas Landfill,   11:39

22   with respect to a truckload of fire-debris waste,    11:39

23   require any certification from the US EPA that it    11:39

24   had conducted and inspection of that waste?          11:39

25           A      Yes.                                  11:39
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1           Q      How?                                  11:39

2           A      Certification.                        11:39

3           Q      And the certification is the one      11:39

4   done by -- the ECC drivers hand over?                11:39

5           A      They hand over, yes.                  11:39

6           Q      And does that certification contain,  11:39

7   to your knowledge, a statement by the US EPA?        11:39

8           A      Yes.                                  11:39

9           Q      Signed by someone at the US EPA?      11:40

10           A      Don't know.                           11:40

11           Q      Do you know who at the US EPA         11:40

12   reviewed that certification before its handed over   11:40

13   to the Calabasas Landfill operator?                  11:40

14           A      No.                                   11:40

15           Q      Have you seen any certification from  11:40

16   the California Department of Toxic Substances        11:40

17   related to fire-debris waste?                        11:40

18           A      No.                                   11:40

19           Q      Have you seen any certification from  11:40

20   the Los Angeles County Fire department's Unified     11:40

21   Program Agency related to fire-debris waste?         11:40

22           A      No.                                   11:40

23           Q      Turning to the next page, page 759,   11:40

24   at the top of the page, paragraph 3 (as read):       11:40

25           "Pending the enactment of additional         11:40
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1   requirements to address the Critical Fire Area       11:41

2   cleanup, property owners that opt out of the         11:41

3   established fire debris clearance program, if one    11:41

4   is established by L.A. County, must register with    11:41

5   and obtain the permission of the Los Angeles County  11:41

6   before beginning the removal of fire debris and      11:41

7   conduct their fire debris removal, transport,        11:41

8   disposal in a manner that does not endanger the      11:41

9   community and that complies with all legal           11:41

10   requirements."                                       11:41

11           Do you see that?                             11:41

12           A      Yes.                                  11:41

13           Q      Have you received from waste haulers  11:41

14   copies of permission from L.A. County as to the      11:41

15   removal of fire debris waste by those who opt out    11:41

16   of the Army Corps program?                           11:42

17           A      No.                                   11:42

18           Q      Have you instructed the weigh         11:42

19   masters to require such certificates before          11:42

20   accepting waste of fire debris from those who opt    11:42

21   out of the Army Corps program?                       11:42

22           A      Yes.                                  11:42

23           Q      Have the weigh masters reported back  11:42

24   to you that they have obtained such certification?   11:42

25           A      No.                                   11:42
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1           Q      Do you know if someone at the         11:42

2   Calabasas Landfill on-site keeps copies of those     11:42

3   certificates?                                        11:42

4           A      Yes.                                  11:42

5           Q      Who?                                  11:42

6           A      The weigh master.                     11:42

7           Q      And if I was to look for copies of    11:42

8   certificates kept by the weigh masters with respect  11:42

9   to those who opt out of the fire-debris removal      11:42

10   program by the Army Corps, what would I ask for?     11:42

11           A      Can you clarify that part?            11:43

12           Q      Sure.  If I wanted to ask for copies  11:43

13   of certificates that weigh masters collected from    11:43

14   waste haulers for fire-debris waste not part of the  11:43

15   Army Corps of Engineer's program, what would I ask   11:43

16   for?                                                 11:43

17           A      A certificate.                        11:43

18           Q      Is there a different type of          11:43

19   certificate other than the ECC certificate that I    11:43

20   would ask for?                                       11:43

21           A      Yes.                                  11:43

22           Q      What would I ask for?                 11:43

23           A      For the opt out certificate.          11:43

24           Q      And is that a uniform certificate;    11:43

25   or does it vary, to your knowledge?                  11:43
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1           A      It varies.                            11:43

2           Q      Have you seen any such certificates?  11:43

3           A      No.                                   11:43

4           Q      Do you know whether the weigh         11:44

5   masters send copies of their certificates to anyone  11:44

6   else at the Sanitation District?                     11:44

7           A      To accounting.                        11:44

8           Q      Accounting?                           11:44

9           A      Yes.                                  11:44

10           Q      Do you know if they send it to any    11:44

11   engineer charged with environment protection of the  11:44

12   Sanitation District?                                 11:44

13           A      No, I have no idea.                   11:44

14           MR. DUPONT:  Mark as Exhibit 7 to the        11:45

15   deposition a one-page set of e-mails starting with   11:45

16   just a one e-mail from Sam Shammas, supervising      11:45

17   civil engineer for the L.A. County Sanitation        11:45

18   District, addressed to Mark Revilla and others.      11:45

19   And again, I pre-marked this as 6.  But it is 7.     11:45

20                  (Exhibit 7 was marked for             11:45

21           identification by the certified shorthand    11:45

22           reporter and is attached hereto.)            11:45

23           THE WITNESS:  Okay.                          11:46

24   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       11:46

25           Q      Sir, do you know Mr. Shammas?         11:46
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1           A      No.                                   11:46

2           Q      And you see he has a -- he purports   11:46

3   to describe a response to Mr. Chris Sheppard of the  11:47

4   Department of Public Works for the County.  The      11:47

5   first bullet point says, "Agromin," A-g-r-o-m-i-n,   11:47

6   indicated they could process green waste for         11:47

7   diversion as long as it's not burn material or       11:47

8   heavily contaminated with debris.  Do you see that?  11:47

9           A      Yes.                                  11:47

10           Q      Do you know who Agromin is?           11:47

11           A      Yes.                                  11:47

12           Q      Who?                                  11:47

13           A      It's an outside contractor who takes  11:47

14   care of our green waste.                             11:47

15           Q      I'm sorry?                            11:47

16           A      Takes care of our green waste.        11:47

17           Q      So if green waste is delivered to     11:47

18   the site, is it accepted?                            11:47

19           MR. LEE:  Objection.  Vague and ambiguous.   11:47

20   What do you mean by "accepted"?                      11:47

21   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       11:47

22           Q      Is it unloaded and placed at a        11:47

23   refuse site?                                         11:47

24           A      It's sent up to the green waste       11:47

25   area.                                                11:47
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1           Q      And where does it go from there?      11:48

2           A      If it's approved, it gets grinded     11:48

3   up; or it gets shipped out somewhere where it gets   11:48

4   grinded up.                                          11:48

5           Q      Who does the grinding?  Is that       11:48

6   Agromin?                                             11:48

7           A      That's correct.                       11:48

8           Q      Okay.  Did you have anything to do    11:48

9   with setting of a waste per ton figure for general   11:48

10   disaster debris?                                     11:48

11           A      No.                                   11:48

12           Q      The last item says -- the last        11:48

13   bullet point says:                                   11:48

14           "RWQCB Notice of Intent is currently being   11:48

15   prepared by our Water Quality Group."                11:48

16           Do you see that?                             11:48

17           A      Yes.                                  11:48

18           Q      Do you know who the Water Quality     11:48

19   Group at the Sanitation District is comprised of?    11:48

20           A      No.                                   11:48

21           Q      Did you have any role in the          11:49

22   preparation of the Notice of Intent that was to be   11:49

23   submitted to the Regional Water Quality Control      11:49

24   Board?                                               11:49

25           A      No.                                   11:49
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1           Q      Do you know if anyone else on-site    11:49

2   at the Calabasas Landfill had any input with         11:49

3   respect to that Notice of Intent to be sent to the   11:49

4   Regional Water Quality Control Board?                11:49

5           A      No.                                   11:49

6           Q      Let me go back for a second to make   11:49

7   sure I followed your prior testimony.  I apologize   11:49

8   if I seemingly repeat a question.                    11:49

9           You said that the waste -- the fire debris   11:49

10   waste ended up at either Lift 9 or Lift 10; is that  11:49

11   correct?                                             11:50

12           A      Correct.                              11:50

13           Q      Does it get moved after it's placed   11:50

14   in Lift 9 or Lift 10?                                11:50

15           A      No.                                   11:50

16           Q      Is there a cover that's placed over   11:50

17   it every night?                                      11:50

18           A      Yes.                                  11:50

19           Q      Who does that work?                   11:50

20           A      The operators.                        11:50

21           Q      And then the next day is the cover    11:50

22   rolled back so additional loads can be placed on     11:50

23   top?                                                 11:50

24           A      No.                                   11:50

25           Q      Then where does the next day's        11:50
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1   fire-debris waste go to?                             11:50

2           A      It's connected to the site that went  11:50

3   yesterday.  Either we're going left or right like a  11:50

4   typewriter.                                          11:50

5           Q      Okay.  So the covered area remains    11:50

6   covered?                                             11:50

7           A      Correct.                              11:50

8           Q      And a new area that is uncovered for  11:50

9   the day only is where the new fire-debris waste      11:50

10   goes at Lift 9 or Lift 10?                           11:51

11           A      It's never uncovered.  It's just      11:51

12   placed over the past rubbage cell.  And then going   11:51

13   forward, it just keeps on going.  We never uncover.  11:51

14   We just place on top of it.                          11:51

15           Q      So it's placed on top.  Is what's     11:51

16   placed on top always covered as well?                11:51

17           A      Yes.                                  11:51

18           Q      So you place something on top, and    11:51

19   you immediately cover it that same hour?             11:51

20           A      No.  By the end of the day.           11:51

21           Q      By the end of the day.  So is there   11:51

22   a period of time from a placement of the             11:51

23   fire-debris waste in the morning and before the end  11:51

24   of the day when that new fire-debris waste is        11:51

25   uncovered?                                           11:51
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1           A      We don't uncover.                     11:51

2           Q      It's not covered immediately?         11:51

3           A      No.  Whatever we get during the day   11:52

4   doesn't get covered until we close the site.  After  11:52

5   we close the site, then we start covering the        11:52

6   materials that got laid out.                         11:52

7           Q      So until you close the site --        11:52

8           A      That is correct.                      11:52

9           Q      -- the new material remains open?     11:52

10           A      Yes.                                  11:52

11           MR. DUPONT:  Let me have marked as           11:52

12   Exhibit 8 to the deposition a one-page set of        11:52

13   e-mails on Bates-page LACSD0073.                     11:53

14                  (Exhibit 8 was marked for             11:53

15           identification by the certified shorthand    11:53

16           reporter and is attached hereto.)            11:53

17           THE WITNESS:  Okay.                          11:54

18   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       11:54

19           Q      The top e-mail is from a              11:54

20   Dave Pierce.  Do you know Mr. Pierce?                11:54

21           A      No.                                   11:54

22           Q      Do you know anything about his        11:54

23   position at the Sanitation District?                 11:54

24           A      No.                                   11:54

25           Q      It's copied to various individuals,   11:54

Page 76

Veritext Legal Solutions
Calendar-CA@veritext.com 866-299-5127



1   including Larry Wormser.  Do you know Mr. Wormser?   11:54

2           A      Yes.                                  11:54

3           Q      Who is he?                            11:54

4           A      He's our IT tech.                     11:54

5           Q      Does Mr. Wormser also collect data?   11:54

6           A      Yes.                                  11:54

7           MR. LEE:  I'm sorry, does he collect data?   11:54

8           MR. DUPONT:  Data.                           11:54

9           MR. LEE:  A particular kind of data or data  11:54

10   generally?                                           11:54

11   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       11:54

12           Q      For example, if you have summaries    11:54

13   of total tonnage in a specific day, is Mr. Wormser   11:55

14   an individual who will summarize that data into a    11:55

15   table or Excel spreadsheet?                          11:55

16           A      Yes.                                  11:55

17           Q      There is also here a                  11:55

18   Danielle Maurizio with an address at the County      11:55

19   Sanitation District.  Do you know Danielle?          11:55

20           A      No.                                   11:55

21           Q      And then there is a Beth Bax at the   11:55

22   L.A. County Sanitation District.  Do you know        11:55

23   Ms. Bax?                                             11:55

24           A      No.                                   11:55

25           Q      There is also an Ajay Malik.  Do you  11:55
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1   know Mr. Malik?                                      11:55

2           A      No.                                   11:55

3           Q      Did you ever discuss with             11:55

4   Larry Wormser the facts that there was a local       11:55

5   public health order related to safe removal,         11:56

6   transportation, and disposal of fire waste?          11:56

7           A      No.                                   11:56

8           Q      Did Mr. Wormser ever bring that to    11:56

9   your attention?                                      11:56

10           A      No.                                   11:56

11           Q      Is Mr. Wormser on-site at the         11:56

12   Calabasas Landfill?                                  11:56

13           A      No.                                   11:56

14           Q      Where is Mr. Wormser's office, to     11:56

15   your understanding?                                  11:56

16           A      At the field office.                  11:56

17           Q      And where is the location of that     11:56

18   field office?                                        11:56

19           A      I don't know the address.             11:56

20           Q      It's not the Whittier home office,    11:56

21   is it?                                               11:56

22           A      No.                                   11:56

23           MR. DUPONT:  Let me have marked as           11:57

24   Exhibit 9 to the deposition a one-page excerpt from  11:57

25   40 Code of Federal Regulation, Section 258.20,       11:57
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1   "Procedures for excluding the receipt of hazardous   11:57

2   waste."                                              11:57

3                  (Exhibit 9 was marked for             11:57

4           identification by the certified shorthand    11:57

5           reporter and is attached hereto.)            11:57

6           THE WITNESS:  Okay.                          11:58

7   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       11:58

8           Q      Have you ever seen this provision of  11:58

9   the Federal Code of -- of the Code of Federal        11:58

10   Regulations before?                                  11:58

11           A      No.                                   11:58

12           Q      Do you know what PCB waste is?        11:58

13           A      No.                                   11:58

14           Q      Do you conduct random inspection of   11:58

15   incoming loads of fire-debris waste if they have a   11:58

16   certificate?                                         11:58

17           A      Can you clarify?                      11:58

18           Q      If a truck is bringing in             11:59

19   fire-debris waste and it has a certificate for EEC,  11:59

20   do you conduct any further random inspection of      11:59

21   that load?                                           11:59

22           A      No.                                   11:59

23           Q      Are you familiar with any training    11:59

24   that the Calabasas Landfill gives to facility        11:59

25   personnel to recognize PCB wastes?                   11:59
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1           A      No.                                   11:59

2           MR. DUPONT:  Let me have marked as           12:00

3   Exhibit 10 to the deposition a one page set of       12:00

4   e-mails, the top one which is from Mr. Orozco to     12:00

5   Curtis Castle of the City of Calabasas.              12:00

6                  (Exhibit 10 was marked for            12:00

7           identification by the certified shorthand    12:00

8           reporter and is attached hereto.)            12:00

9           THE WITNESS:  Okay.                          12:01

10   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       12:01

11           Q      Mr. Orozco, you copied                12:01

12   Scott Partridge on your e-mail dated January 27,     12:01

13   2025; correct?                                       12:01

14           A      I don't recall.                       12:01

15           Q      Well, do you see the CC line that     12:01

16   references Scott Partridge?                          12:01

17           A      Yes.                                  12:01

18           Q      Did you speak with Mr. Partridge      12:01

19   before you copied him on your e-mail back to         12:01

20   Curtis Castle?                                       12:01

21           A      I don't recall.                       12:01

22           Q      Do you recall getting an e-mail on    12:02

23   or about January 24, 2025 from Curtis Castle?        12:02

24           A      No.                                   12:02

25           Q      Do you know who Mr. Castle is?        12:02
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1           A      No.                                   12:02

2           Q      Mr. Castle is signing himself as      12:02

3   Public Works Director/City Engineer for the City of  12:02

4   Calabasas.  Have you ever interacted with Public     12:02

5   Works Director for the City of Calabasas?            12:02

6           A      No.                                   12:02

7           Q      Do you know how it was he came to     12:02

8   send you this e-mail about the disposal of           12:02

9   Palisades fire debris at the Calabasas Landfill?     12:02

10           A      No.                                   12:02

11           Q      Your e-mail back to him has a         12:02

12   statement that begins "Calabasas Landfill."  Did     12:02

13   you write that?                                      12:02

14           A      I can't recall.                       12:02

15           Q      Do you know if someone else provided  12:03

16   you with that information?                           12:03

17           A      I can't recall.                       12:03

18           Q      Have you ever reviewed the            12:03

19   frequently asked questions at                        12:03

20   recovery.lacounty.gov?                               12:03

21           A      No.                                   12:03

22           Q      Do you know if those frequently       12:03

23   asked questions relate to certificates required for  12:03

24   disposal of fire-debris waste?                       12:03

25           A      Can you clarify?                      12:03
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1           Q      Sure.  The statement in the e-mail    12:03

2   you sent back to Curtis Castle says, in part:        12:03

3           "For more on the certification process,      12:03

4   check the FAQs at recovery.lacounty.gov."            12:03

5           Do you see that?                             12:04

6           A      Yes.                                  12:04

7           Q      Have you ever checked                 12:04

8   recovery.lacounty.gov and the frequently asked       12:04

9   questions?                                           12:04

10           A      No.                                   12:04

11           Q      Do you know what information about    12:04

12   the certification process is contained on that Web   12:04

13   site, recovery.lacounty.gov?                         12:04

14           A      No.                                   12:04

15           Q      Did you attempt to ascertain that     12:04

16   information before responding to                     12:04

17   Mr. Curtis Castle?                                   12:04

18           A      No.                                   12:04

19           MR. DUPONT:  Mark as Exhibit 11 to the       12:04

20   deposition a set of two e-mails, the top one of      12:05

21   which is from Christopher Lapaz to Dave Pierce and   12:05

22   Beth Bax.                                            12:05

23           "RE: Notice of Intent to Accept              12:05

24   Disaster-Related Wastes from January 2025 Fires."    12:05

25           And this is Bates-page LACSD0000785.         12:05

Page 82

Veritext Legal Solutions
Calendar-CA@veritext.com 866-299-5127



1                  (Exhibit 11 was marked for            12:05

2           identification by the certified shorthand    12:05

3           reporter and is attached hereto.)            12:05

4           MR. LEE:  Exhibit 11?                        12:05

5           MR. DUPONT:  Yes.                            12:06

6           THE WITNESS:  Okay.                          12:06

7   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       12:06

8           Q      Mr. Orozco, do you know a             12:06

9   Christopher Lapaz at the Sanitation District?        12:06

10           A      No.                                   12:06

11           Q      Do you recall any discussion about a  12:06

12   deletion of ground water flow arrows in connection   12:06

13   with submittal of a document to the Regional Water   12:06

14   Quality Control Board?                               12:06

15           A      No.                                   12:06

16           Q      Are you familiar with maps depicting  12:06

17   ground water flow arrows in and around the           12:06

18   Calabasas Landfill?                                  12:06

19           A      No.                                   12:07

20           Q      I would like to shift back for a      12:07

21   second to the certificates for fire-debris waste     12:07

22   from those who opted out of the Army Corps program.  12:07

23   You said the waste masters collected those           12:07

24   certificates; correct?                               12:07

25           A      Correct.                              12:07
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1           Q      Do they keep them in a particular     12:07

2   file?                                                12:07

3           A      Yes.                                  12:07

4           Q      What is the name of the file?         12:07

5           A      It's just a folder, and then they're  12:07

6   sent into Carlotta e-mail -- not e-mail  Sent in on  12:07

7   our regular mail carrier.                            12:07

8           Q      Sort of a postal carrier?             12:07

9           A      No.  It's internal.                   12:07

10           Q      And is it part of an e-mail system?   12:08

11           A      No.  It's not an e-mail system.       12:08

12   It's an actual mailing of the original copy of the   12:08

13   certificate.                                         12:08

14           Q      Are you familiar with software        12:08

15   program called "WATS," W-A-T-S?                      12:08

16           A      Yes.                                  12:08

17           Q      What is WATS?                         12:08

18           A      WATS is a system that keeps           12:08

19   our -- anything to do with tonnage from the scales,  12:08

20   our daily tonnage accounts.  We can look up license  12:08

21   plates.                                              12:08

22           Q      Is that something that Mr. Wormser    12:08

23   assembles?                                           12:08

24           A      Yes.                                  12:08

25           Q      And do you review data on the WATS    12:09
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1   software system from time to time?                   12:09

2           A      Yes.                                  12:09

3           Q      What do you look at that data for?    12:09

4           A      Just trucks, the tare weights.        12:09

5   Like, if they get changed or operators if they are   12:09

6   short on their tipping.  What else?  That kind of    12:09

7   thing, with the amount of money they got for the     12:09

8   day and stuff like that.  More of accounting.        12:09

9           Q      And are you familiar with the fact    12:09

10   that some of the ECC trucks were flagged as needing  12:09

11   to have weigh backs?                                 12:09

12           A      Yes.                                  12:09

13           Q      Did that happen?                      12:09

14           A      Yes.                                  12:09

15           Q      Who conducted the weigh backs?        12:09

16           A      The weigh scale operators.            12:10

17           Q      The next time the truck showed up?    12:10

18           A      The same time they went in there and  12:10

19   then they're exiting, they are told to weigh back.   12:10

20           Q      So there was never an instance in     12:10

21   which the trucks left, and then later on it was      12:10

22   determined they need it had to weigh back?           12:10

23           A      Only if they skipped out.             12:10

24           Q      And do you know if that happened      12:10

25   with respect to any of the ECC trucks carrying       12:10
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1   fire-debris waste?                                   12:10

2           A      I'm not aware of it.                  12:10

3           MR. DUPONT:  We are now at 12:10.  I would   12:10

4   suggest we go off the record and take a lunch break  12:10

5   and return at 12:45.                                 12:10

6           MR. LEE:  Do you have an understanding how   12:10

7   long you have left?                                  12:11

8           MR. DUPONT:  Probably another hour or so.    12:11

9           MS. TALLEY:  Okay.                           12:11

10           THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  The time is 12:10 p.m.    12:11

11   We're off the record.                                12:11

12                  (A recess was taken.)                 12:11

13                                                        12:11

14            A F T E R N O O N  S E S S I O N            12:11

15                                                        12:11

16                  (All appearances remain as            12:11

17           heretofore noted.)                           12:11

18                                                        12:11

19           THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  The Time is 12:43 p.m.    12:43

20   We are back on the record.                           12:43

21                                                        12:43

22                 EXAMINATION (CONTINUED)                12:43

23   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       12:43

24           Q      Good afternoon, Mr. Orozco.  I have   12:43

25   a few more documents to go through.                  12:43
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1           I would like to have marked as Exhibit 12 a  12:43

2   one-page e-mail from Mr. Wormser to you and          12:43

3   Gwen Tantoco with CC to Mr. Partridge, "CALF Daily   12:43

4   Tonnage Limit."  And this is LACSD0000029.           12:43

5                  (Exhibit 12 was marked for            12:43

6           identification by the certified shorthand    12:43

7           reporter and is attached hereto.)            12:43

8           THE WITNESS:   Okay.                         12:44

9   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       12:44

10           Q      And did you receive this e-mail from  12:44

11   Mr. Wormser?                                         12:44

12           A      Yes.                                  12:44

13           Q      And did you respond to it?            12:44

14           A      I don't recall ever responding to     12:44

15   it.                                                  12:44

16           Q      Mr. Wormser refers to the WATS        12:45

17   system.  Just before lunch we were talking about     12:45

18   that WATS system.  Is that the same one that keeps   12:45

19   track of tonnage?                                    12:45

20           A      That's correct.                       12:45

21           Q      And are you familiar with the term    12:45

22   "burned waste" versus "unburned waste," Mr. Orozco?  12:45

23           A      Yes.                                  12:45

24           Q      What is the distinction?              12:45

25           A      Burned material has fire -- been      12:45
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1   through fire.  Burned-fire debris hasn't.            12:45

2           Q      So does the Landfill keep track of    12:45

3   burned-fire debris material?                         12:45

4           A      Burned?                               12:45

5           Q      Sorry.  Let me rephrase the           12:45

6   question.  Does the Landfill track incoming tonnage  12:46

7   of fire debris based on whether it is burned or      12:46

8   unburned material?                                   12:46

9           A      Yes.                                  12:46

10           Q      And how do you distinguish between    12:46

11   burned and unburned?                                 12:46

12           A      Either they -- if they supply us      12:46

13   with certificates stating that it's a fire debris,   12:46

14   then they give us a certificate.  And that would     12:46

15   let us know that it is burned.  And also, we have    12:46

16   inspectors up there inspecting loads.                12:46

17           Q      So --                                 12:46

18           A      Is that what you're trying to say?    12:46

19           Q      Let me ask a follow-up question.  If  12:46

20   you get a certificate from, say, a truck that you    12:46

21   associate with ECC, do you then log all of the       12:46

22   tonnage in that truck as burnt-fire debris?          12:47

23           A      Yes.                                  12:47

24           Q      And how does the weigh master         12:47

25   determine that some fire debris is unburnt?          12:47
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1           A      They declare at the scales.           12:47

2           Q      Who declares it at the scales?        12:47

3           A      The generator -- the driver of the    12:47

4   truck.  And when they arrive at the scales, they     12:47

5   are called, "Is this disaster related or is fire     12:47

6   debris?"  And the driver will say either it's        12:47

7   non-disaster related unburnt or is burnt material,   12:47

8   and they declare it.                                 12:47

9           Q      So does the weigh master do an        12:47

10   independent assessment after the truck driver        12:47

11   declares it, in this example, unburnt?               12:48

12           A      No.                                   12:48

13           MR. DUPONT:  Let me have marked as           12:48

14   Exhibit 13 a one-page e-mail from Mr. Wormser to     12:48

15   Habib Kharrat and others, including Mr. Orozco,      12:48

16   "Subject: CALF Disaster Loads Dashboard (Revised)."  12:48

17                  (Exhibit 13 was marked for            12:48

18           identification by the certified shorthand    12:48

19           reporter and is attached hereto.)            12:48

20           THE WITNESS:  Okay.                          12:49

21   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       12:49

22           Q      Mr. Orozco, do you recall receiving   12:49

23   a copy of this e-mail from Mr. Wormser on or about   12:49

24   February 5, 2025?                                    12:49

25           A      Yes.                                  12:49
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1           Q      And did you do anything besides read  12:49

2   the e-mail?                                          12:49

3           A      No.                                   12:49

4           Q      Does this disaster loads dashboard,   12:49

5   is that something you can access?                    12:50

6           A      No.                                   12:50

7           Q      Is it something Mr. Wormser can       12:50

8   access?                                              12:50

9           A      Yes.                                  12:50

10           Q      And this has total number of          12:50

11   unburned loads and total number of unburned tons     12:50

12   and then burned loads and burned tons; is that       12:50

13   correct?                                             12:50

14           A      Correct                               12:50

15           Q      Have you ever seen printouts of this  12:50

16   information after the date of this particular        12:50

17   e-mail on January 5?                                 12:50

18           A      I don't recall.                       12:50

19           Q      Do you recall how many times tons of  12:50

20   burned loads the Calabasas Landfill has received,    12:50

21   approximately?                                       12:50

22           A      No.                                   12:50

23           Q      Is that something that the best       12:50

24   source of information would be the disaster loads    12:50

25   dashboard that Mr. Wormser maintains?                12:50
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1           A      Yes.                                  12:50

2           MR. DUPONT:  Let me have marked as           12:51

3   Exhibit 14 a one-page document entitled, "Calabasas  12:51

4   Landfill Eaton Fire and Pacific Palisades Disaster   12:51

5   Related Waste Declaration."                          12:51

6                  (Exhibit 14 was marked for            12:51

7           identification by the certified shorthand    12:51

8           reporter and is attached hereto.)            12:51

9   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       12:51

10           Q      Mr. Orozco, have you seen this        12:51

11   document before?                                     12:51

12           A      Yes.                                  12:51

13           Q      What is it?                           12:51

14           A      It's a certificate.                   12:51

15           Q      Is this the certificate that the      12:52

16   Calabasas Landfill accepts for fire-debris waste?    12:52

17           A      Yes.                                  12:52

18           Q      Is it signed by anyone?               12:52

19           A      No.                                   12:52

20           Q      Is it dated by anyone?                12:52

21           A      Not this one, no.                     12:52

22           Q      Are any of the certificates with      12:52

23   this form in Exhibit 14 dated by anybody?            12:52

24           A      No.                                   12:52

25           Q      How do you know that this is not a    12:52

Page 91

Veritext Legal Solutions
Calendar-CA@veritext.com 866-299-5127



1   photocopy of someone else's certificate?             12:52

2           A      Because this is directly to ECC.      12:52

3   And in combination with the HDAP, this verifies      12:52

4   this is a verified certificate for ECC.              12:52

5           Q      So the hauler form says it's someone  12:53

6   from ECC, and then they give you a copy of           12:53

7   this -- a copy or photocopy of this Exhibit 14, the  12:53

8   certificate?                                         12:53

9           A      Correct.                              12:53

10           Q      Does the driver have to sign that?    12:53

11           A      Yes.                                  12:53

12           Q      The driver has to sign this           12:53

13   certificate?                                         12:53

14           A      The corner, yes.                      12:53

15           Q      Where is the signature line?          12:53

16           A      It just gets signed on the bottom.    12:53

17           Q      You have signed copies of each of     12:53

18   these certificates at the Calabasas --               12:53

19           A      I believe so.                         12:53

20           Q      You believe so?                       12:53

21           A      Yes.                                  12:53

22           Q      Who keeps them?                       12:53

23           A      The scales keeps them, and then they  12:53

24   send out to Carlotta.                                12:53

25           Q      And Carlotta is in the accounting     12:53
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1   group?                                               12:53

2           A      Yes, correct.                         12:53

3           Q      And she would have signed copies of   12:53

4   each of these certificates for each waste load?      12:53

5           A      I believe so.                         12:53

6           Q      Are you certain?                      12:53

7           A      No, I'm not certain.                  12:53

8           Q      Why do you think that she has signed  12:53

9   copies?                                              12:53

10           A      Because we send it to her.            12:53

11           Q      And have you seen signed copies?      12:54

12           A      No.  I haven't seen signed copies of  12:54

13   it.                                                  12:54

14           Q      Now, this says in the third           12:54

15   paragraph:                                           12:54

16           "*CALIFORNIA WILDFIRE RESPONSE - FIRE        12:54

17   DEBRIS DISPOSAL DISCLAIMER."                         12:54

18           Do you see that?                             12:54

19           A      Yes.                                  12:54

20           Q      And this is disclaimer says (as       12:54

21   read):                                               12:54

22           "After completing a sweep of each property,  12:54

23   the U.S. Army Corps and their contractor will ship   12:54

24   the fire debris waste to the landfill being deemed   12:54

25   non-hazardous without testing based on an existing   12:54
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1   study or exemption."                                 12:54

2           Do you see that?                             12:54

3           A      Yes.                                  12:54

4           Q      Do you understand, based on this      12:54

5   language, that the U.S. Army Corps or its            12:54

6   contractor ECC does not test the deemed              12:54

7   non-hazardous waste before it sends it to Calabasas  12:55

8   Landfill?                                            12:55

9           A      Okay.                                 12:55

10           Q      Is that your understanding?           12:55

11           A      My understanding is the certificate   12:55

12   tells me it's been through the process of the        12:55

13   separation for Stage 1 and Stage 2.  They already    12:55

14   separated all the hazardous waste, and the only      12:55

15   thing that is coming to our site is what's left      12:55

16   over.                                                12:55

17           Q      Do you understand that they don't     12:55

18   test the materials before they send it to the        12:55

19   Calabasas Landfill?                                  12:55

20           A      I am no part of that, so I don't      12:55

21   know if they do or not.                              12:55

22           Q      Well, doesn't this disclaimer say     12:55

23   they do not test?                                    12:55

24           MR. LEE:  Objection.  The document speaks    12:55

25   for itself.  What is the question?                   12:55
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1   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       12:55

2           Q      Do you read that language?  Is that   12:55

3   language consistent with your understanding, that    12:55

4   they do not test before they send --                 12:55

5           MR. LEE:  Those are multiple questions.      12:55

6   What is your question?                               12:55

7   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       12:55

8           Q      Do you understand that the U.S.       12:55

9   Army Corps of Engineers and its contractor does not  12:56

10   test materials, quote, deemed non-hazardous before   12:56

11   they send it to the Calabasas Landfill?              12:56

12           MR. LEE:  Asked and answered multiple        12:56

13   times.                                               12:56

14           You can answer it again.                     12:56

15           THE WITNESS:  It's deemed non-hazardous.     12:56

16   It's been through the process of separation, and we  12:56

17   got hazardous waste while they send it to the        12:56

18   correct location.  And whatever that's left over     12:56

19   that's non-hazardous comes to our site.              12:56

20   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       12:56

21           Q      Do you have any understanding of how  12:56

22   asbestos abatement is done on properties that test   12:56

23   positive for the presence of friable asbestos        12:56

24   containing materials?                                12:56

25           A      No.                                   12:56
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1           Q      Directing your attention to the very  12:56

2   last paragraph in this certificate, and the fourth   12:57

3   sentence -- the fourth -- excuse me, the fifth line  12:57

4   down begins:                                         12:57

5           "The state of California has agreed to       12:57

6   indemnify and hold harmless the United States for    12:57

7   any claims arising from the removal and disposal of  12:57

8   all debris disposed of under this application."      12:57

9           Do you see that?                             12:57

10           A      Uh-huh.                               12:57

11           Q      Do you have any understanding what    12:57

12   that language means?                                 12:57

13           MR. LEE:  Objection.  Calls for a legal      12:57

14   conclusion.                                          12:57

15           THE WITNESS:  No.                            12:57

16           MR. DUPONT:  I was asking for his            12:57

17   understanding, Counsel.  He may have one even if     12:57

18   he's a layman.                                       12:57

19           MR. LEE:  I don't need to explain my         12:57

20   objection.  I'm just asserting it.                   12:57

21           MR. DUPONT:  Let me have marked as           12:57

22   Exhibit 15 a one-page e-mail from Juan Fausto to     12:58

23   Guadalupe Rodriguez, copying Mr. Orozco,             12:58

24   Mr. Garrett, Ms. Tantoco, Mr. Partridge,             12:58

25   Luis Gomez, and Mr. Villarreal.                      12:58
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1           "Subject: CALF Fire Debris Load 2/19/25."    12:58

2                  (Exhibit 15 was marked for            12:59

3           identification by the certified shorthand    12:59

4           reporter and is attached hereto.)            12:59

5           THE WITNESS:  Okay.                          12:59

6   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       12:59

7           Q      Do you recall this incident as        12:59

8   described in Mr. Juan Fausto's e-mail of 2/22/2022?  12:59

9           A      No.                                   12:59

10           Q      Who is Mr. Fausto?                    12:59

11           A      I do not know.                        12:59

12           Q      Do you know if he's an employee at    12:59

13   the Calabasas Landfill?                              12:59

14           A      Yes.                                  12:59

15           Q      And do you know what his position is  12:59

16   there?                                               12:59

17           A      If it's coming -- no, I don't.        12:59

18           Q      This indicates that a fire debris     12:59

19   load was rejected unless they have a Phase 1         13:00

20   clearance from the County.  Do you know what a       13:00

21   Phase 1 clearance from the County is?                13:00

22           A      That it's been through the process    13:00

23   and separated from the hazardous waste.  That's the  13:00

24   Phase 1.                                             13:00

25           Q      Is that Phase 1 issued by the         13:00
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1   County?                                              13:00

2           A      No.                                   13:00

3           Q      So do you know why Mr. Fausto used    13:00

4   that phrase?                                         13:00

5           A      No.                                   13:00

6           MR. DUPONT:  Mark as Exhibit 16 a            13:00

7   one-page e-mail from Larry Wormser to Mr. Orozco,    13:00

8   Garrett Walker, and Arturo Aguirre with various      13:00

9   CCs.                                                 13:01

10           "Subject: Tare Weigh Corrections for ECC     13:01

11   trucks at CALF."                                     13:01

12                  (Exhibit 16 was marked for            13:01

13           identification by the certified shorthand    13:01

14           reporter and attached hereto.)               13:01

15   BY MR. DUPONT:                                       13:01

16           Q      Who is Garrett Walker?                13:01

17           A      He's operations supervisor.           13:01

18           Q      Does he report to the site            13:02

19   supervisor at the Landfill?                          13:02

20           A      Yes, he reports to me.                13:02

21           Q      Who is Arturo Aguirre?                13:02

22           A      Our senior weigh master.              13:02

23           Q      Is there only one senior weigh        13:02

24   master?                                              13:02

25           A      That's correct.                       13:02
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1           Q      And this says:                        13:02

2           "Please use the WATS JAO Main Web App in     13:02

3   order to lock the tare weight and enter the date,    13:02

4   time, and initials."                                 13:02

5           Can you explain to me what that JAO main     13:02

6   Web app is?                                          13:02

7           A      No, I can't.                          13:03

8           MR. DUPONT:  Counsel, I have no further      13:03

9   questions of this witness.  I note that he has       13:03

10   testified about a possible presence of signed        13:03

11   copies of the certificate which was marked as        13:03

12   Exhibit 14.  I don't believe we have seen any such   13:03

13   signed copies of any of those certificates.          13:03

14           And I believe he has also indicated that     13:03

15   the WATS Dashboard is the best source of             13:03

16   information about burned and unburned loads and      13:03

17   totals of those.  And I don't believe we have        13:03

18   received a current or even recent version of the     13:03

19   WATS Dashboard.                                      13:03

20           I am presuming that both of those things     13:03

21   could involve another witness, probably Mr. Pierce.  13:04

22   I do not want to keep Mr. Orozco's deposition open   13:04

23   for those sorts of things.                           13:04

24           So reserving our rights to ask for those     13:04

25   further documents and ask the appropriate            13:04
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1   witness -- possibly Mr. Pierce about those -- I      13:04

2   have completed my interrogation.                     13:04

3           And in terms of the review and signature, I  13:04

4   understand that is typically handled by the court    13:04

5   reporter.  There is some minor quirk about it being  13:04

6   sent to -- initially to the attorney rather than     13:04

7   having the court reporter mail out the certified     13:04

8   copy.                                                13:04

9           I would just assume stipulate that whatever  13:04

10   the Code prescribes, if the court reporter           13:04

11   completes the transcribed deposition sends it to     13:04

12   the witness directly for review and correction with  13:05

13   copies to counsel, that that be done in order to     13:05

14   expedite the review and signature process.           13:05

15           MR. LEE:  I don't have an issue with that.   13:05

16           MS. TALLEY:  That's fine with me.            13:05

17           THE REPORTER:  It's an electronic e-mail     13:05

18   version that I will send to you, sir.                13:05

19           THE WITNESS:  Okay.                          13:05

20           THE REPORTER:  Mr. Lee, are you ordering a   13:05

21   copy of the transcript?                              13:05

22           MR. LEE:  Yes.                               13:05

23           THE REPORTER:  And Ms. Talley?               13:05

24           MS. TALLEY:  Yes.                            13:05

25           THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  The time is 1:05 p.m.     13:05
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1   We're off the record.                                13:05

2                                                        13:05

3           (Deposition concluded at 1:05 p.m.)          13:05

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24
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1                      CERTIFICATION

2                           OF

3              CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTER

4

5           I, the undersigned, a Certified Shorthand

6   Reporter of the State of California do hereby

7   certify:

8           That the foregoing proceedings were taken

9   before me at the time and place herein set forth;

10   that any witnesses in the foregoing proceedings,

11   prior to testifying, were placed under oath; that

12   a verbatim record of the proceedings was made by me

13   using machine shorthand which was thereafter

14   transcribed under my direction; further; that the

15   foregoing is an accurate transcription thereof.

16           I further certify that I am neither

17   financially interested in the action nor a relative

18   or employee of any attorney of any of the parties.

19           IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have this date

20   subscribed my name.

21           Dated: April 22, 2025

22

23

           <%15021,Signature%>

24            Damon M. LeBlanc

25            Certificate Number 11958
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1 Carlos Orozco

2                                                 April 22, 2025

3 RE: City Of Calabasas v. County Of Los Angeles

4 4/7/2025, Carlos Orozco, (#7228471).

5

6 The above-referenced transcript has been

7 completed by Veritext Legal Solutions and

8 review of the transcript is being handled as follows:

9 __ Per CA State Code (CCP 2025.520 (a)-(e)) – Contact Veritext

10    to schedule a time to review the original transcript at

11    a Veritext office.

12 xx Per CA State Code (CCP 2025.520 (a)-(e)) – Locked .PDF

13    Transcript - You should review the transcript and

14    make any necessary corrections on the errata pages included

15    below, notating the page and line number of the corrections.

16    You should then sign and date the errata and penalty

17    of perjury pages and return the completed pages to all

18    appearing counsel within the period of time determined at

19    the deposition or provided by the Code of Civil Procedure.

20    Contact Veritext when the sealed original is required.

21 __ Waiving the CA Code of Civil Procedure per Stipulation of

22    Counsel - Original transcript to be released for signature

23    as determined at the deposition.

24 __ Signature Waived – Reading & Signature was waived at the

25    time of the deposition.
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1 __ Federal R&S Requested (FRCP 30(e)(1)(B)) – Locked .PDF

2    Transcript - The witness should review the transcript and

3    make any necessary corrections on the errata pages included

4    below, notating the page and line number of the corrections.

5    The witness should then sign and date the errata and penalty

6    of perjury pages and return the completed pages to all

7    appearing counsel within the period of time determined at

8    the deposition or provided by the Federal Rules.

9 __ Federal R&S Not Requested - Reading & Signature was not

10    requested before the completion of the deposition.

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1                           ***

2

3           I DO SOLEMNLY DECLARE UNDER PENALTY OF

4   PERJURY THAT THE FOLLOWING IS MY DEPOSITION UNDER

5   OATH; THAT THESE ARE THE QUESTIONS ASKED OF ME AND

6   MY ANSWERS THERETO; THAT I HAVE READ SAME AND HAVE

7   MADE THE NECESSARY CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS, OR

8   CHANGES TO MY ANSWERS THAT I DEEM NECESSARY.

9           IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I HEREBY SUBSCRIBE MY

10   NAME THIS________DAY OF________________, 20_______.

11

12

13

14               _________________________

15                   WITNESS SIGNATURE

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1 City Of Calabasas v. County Of Los Angeles

2 Carlos Orozco (#7228471)

3                  E R R A T A  S H E E T

4 PAGE_____ LINE_____ CHANGE________________________

5 __________________________________________________

6 REASON____________________________________________

7 PAGE_____ LINE_____ CHANGE________________________

8 __________________________________________________

9 REASON____________________________________________

10 PAGE_____ LINE_____ CHANGE________________________

11 __________________________________________________

12 REASON____________________________________________

13 PAGE_____ LINE_____ CHANGE________________________

14 __________________________________________________

15 REASON____________________________________________

16 PAGE_____ LINE_____ CHANGE________________________

17 __________________________________________________

18 REASON____________________________________________

19 PAGE_____ LINE_____ CHANGE________________________

20 __________________________________________________

21 REASON____________________________________________

22

23 ________________________________   _______________

24 (Carlos Orozco)                       Date

25
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EXHIBIT 104 





· · · · · SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

· · · · · · · · FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

· · · · · · · · · · · · · ·--O0O--

DEPARTMENT 82· · · · · · · · HON. STEPHEN I. GOORVITCH, JUDGE

CITY OF CALABASAS, A CALIFORNIA· ·)
MUNICIPAL CORPORATION,· · · · · · )
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · )
· · PETITIONER AND PLAINTIFF,· · ·)
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · )
· · · · · · VS.· · · · · · · · · ·) CASE NO. 25STCP00642
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · )
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, A· · · · · )
CALIFORNIA COUNTY, ET AL.,· · · · )
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · )
· · RESPONDENTS AND DEFENDANTS.· ·)
__________________________________)

· · · · · · REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

· · · · · · · · · FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2025

APPEARANCES:

FOR PETITIONER AND PLAINTIFF:

· · ·ALESHIRE & WYNDER
· · ·BY: PAM LEE, ESQ.
· · ·1 PARK PLAZA, SUITE 1000
· · ·IRVINE, CALIFORNIA, 92614
· · ·(949) 223-1170

· · ·ALESHIRE & WYNDER
· · ·BY: JOHN FOX, ESQ.
· · ·3701 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD, SUITE 725
· · ·LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90010
· · ·(310) 527-6660

(APPEARANCES CONTINUED ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE:)

REPORTED BY:· · JORGE P. DOMINGUEZ, CSR NO. 12523
· · · · · · · · OFFICIAL PRO TEMPORE COURT REPORTER



APPEARANCES: (CONTINUED)

FOR RESPONDENTS AND DEFENDANTS:

· · ·MEYERS NAVE
· · ·BY: DAVID MEHRETU, ESQ.
· · ·1999 HARRISON STREET, 9TH FLOOR
· · ·OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 94612
· · ·(510) 808-2000

· · ·MEYERS NAVE
· · ·BY: MARK J.G. DESROSIERS, ESQ.
· · ·11999 SAN VICENTE BOULEVARD, SUITE 150
· · ·LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90049
· · ·(310) 475-5700

· · ·NOSSAMAN LLP
· · ·BY: DAVID CROCKETT LEE, ESQ. (VIA LA COURT CONNECT)
· · ·50 CALIFORNIA STREET, FOOR 34
· · ·SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94111-4799
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CASE NUMBER:· · · · · · · · 25STCP00642

CASE NAME:· · · · · · · · · CITY OF CALABASAS, A
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · CALIFORNIA MUNICIPAL
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · CORPORATION VS.
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, A
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · CALIFORNIA COUNTY, ET AL.

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA· · ·FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2025

DEPARTMENT 82· · · · · · · ·HON. STEPHEN I. GOORVITCH, JUDGE

APPEARANCES:· · · · · · · · (AS HERETOFORE NOTED.)

REPORTER:· · · · · · · · · ·JORGE P. DOMINGUEZ,
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · CSR NO. 12523

TIME:· · · · · · · · · · · ·A.M. SESSION

· · · · · · · ·(THE FOLLOWING PROCEEDINGS WERE

· · · · · · · · · · HELD IN OPEN COURT:)

· · · ·THE COURT:· WE'RE ON THE RECORD IN CITY OF CALABASAS

VERSUS CITY OF LOS ANGELES, 25STCP00642.

· · · · · WOULD COUNSEL FOR THE CITY PLEASE MAKE THEIR

APPEARANCES.

· · · ·MS. LEE:· GOOD MORNING, YOUR HONOR.· PAM LEE ON BEHALF

OF PETITIONER, CITY OF CALABASAS.

· · · ·MR. FOX:· GOOD MORNING, YOUR HONOR.· JOHN FOX ON

BEHALF OF THE CITY OF CALABASAS.

· · · ·THE COURT:· AND WOULD COUNSEL FOR THE COUNTY PLEASE

MAKE THEIR APPEARANCES.

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· GOOD MORNING, YOUR HONOR.· DAVID MEHRETU

OF MEYERS NAVE FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES.

· · · ·MR. DESROSIERS:· GOOD MORNING, YOUR HONOR.· MARK

DESROSIERS ALSO ON BEHALF OF THE COUNTY.

· · · ·MR. DAGER:· MIGUEL DAGER, DEPUTY COUNTY COUNSEL, FOR

THE COUNTY AS WELL.



· · · ·THE COURT:· AND WOULD COUNSEL FOR THE L.A. COUNTY

SANITATION DISTRICT PLEASE MAKE HIS APPEARANCE.

· · · ·MR. LEE:· GOOD MORNING, YOUR HONOR.· DAVID LEE ON

BEHALF OF THE DISTRICT.

· · · ·THE COURT:· AND I'M GOING TO ASK THE COURT REPORTER TO

PLEASE PUT HIS INFORMATION ON THE RECORD.

· · · ·THE REPORTER:· GOOD MORNING, YOUR HONOR.· JORGE

DOMINGUEZ, CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTER 12523.

· · · ·THE COURT:· SO IT SEEMS LIKE A LOT HAS HAPPENED SINCE

WE LAST SPOKE.· IT SEEMS LIKE THE CASE SETTLED, THEN THE CASE

UNSETTLED, AND NOW WE'RE BACK AND IT APPEARS THAT THE TESTING

HAS GOTTEN DONE.· ACTUALLY, JUDGE RIFF WAS COVERING THIS FOR

ME IN MY ABSENCE.· HE DID EXACTLY WHAT I WOULD HAVE DONE AND

SAID LET'S GO FORWARD WITH THE TESTING.

· · · · · AND, MR. MEHRETU, ALTHOUGH THIS IS NOT NECESSARILY

AN ISSUE FOR THE MOTION TODAY, I WAS A BIT INTRIGUED BY THE

RESULTS OF THE TESTING.· SO THERE'S NO ASBESTOS, CORRECT?

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· NOT THAT WE SAW.

· · · ·THE COURT:· THERE'S NO AIRBORNE CONTAMINANTS?

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· CORRECT, YOUR HONOR.

· · · ·THE COURT:· THERE'S NO DIOXINS?

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· CORRECT.

· · · ·THE COURT:· THERE'S NO HEXAVALENT CHROMIUM, WHICH I

UNDERSTAND IS THE SUBSTANCE THAT WAS AT ISSUE IN THE ERIN

BROCKOVICH CASE?

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· WE DIDN'T SEE ANYTHING LIKE THAT, YOUR

HONOR.

· · · ·THE COURT:· THERE'S NO LEAD?



· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· CORRECT.

· · · ·THE COURT:· SO THIS CATASTROPHE THAT THE CITY WAS

CONCERNED ABOUT, IT SEEMS A LOT LESS THAN WHAT THEY FEARED.

IT SHOULD BE A GOOD DAY IN THE CITY OF CALABASAS, NO?

· · · · · MR. FOX, IT SEEMS LIKE THE TESTING SUGGESTS THAT

THE COUNTY HAS BEEN DOING THIS LARGELY CORRECTLY.  I

UNDERSTAND THERE'S ELEVATED LEVELS OF COPPER AT ONE SITE AND

THAT THERE'S SOME -- I CANNOT PRONOUNCE THIS, BUT IT'S

BASICALLY THERE'S A CONCERN THAT THERE MAY BE SOME HOUSEHOLD

PLASTICS CHEMICALS.

· · · ·MR. FOX:· SO, YOUR HONOR, FIRST OF ALL --

· · · ·THE COURT:· SO NO LUNG CANCER.· WE DON'T NEED TO WORRY

ABOUT THAT, HUH?

· · · ·MR. FOX:· WELL, YOUR HONOR, AGAIN, WE TESTED A TOTAL

OF FIVE LOADS, FOUR OF WHICH WENT TO LANDFILL, ONE OF WHICH

WE TESTED THE LOAD BEFORE IT WENT TO THE LANDFILL.· SO OF

THOSE FIVE LOADS, THE TWO THAT WERE OPT-OUT LOADS REVEALED

HAZARDOUS WASTE.· ONE WAS AT ELEVATED LEVELS OF ZINC AND THE

OTHER WAS ELEVATED LEVELS OF COPPER AT LEVELS THAT ARE

CONSIDERED HAZARDOUS BY THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

· · · ·THE COURT:· BUT IT SEEMS TO ME YOU WERE MORE WORRIED

ABOUT AIRBORNE CONTAMINANTS.

· · · ·MR. FOX:· BUT, YOUR HONOR, THE POINT WE'RE TRYING TO

MAKE IS THAT THERE HAVE BEEN THOUSANDS OF LOADS DELIVERED TO

THE LANDFILL.· WE TESTED FIVE LOADS AND OF THOSE, TWO LOADS

SHOWED HAZARDOUS WASTE, SO THAT'S A SIGNIFICANT PERCENTAGE OF

THE LOADS TESTED.· WHO KNOWS WHAT IS CONTAINED IN THE OTHER

THOUSANDS OF LOADS THAT WERE DELIVERED TO THE LANDFILL.



· · · ·THE COURT:· MR. FOX, WHEN YOU SAY WHO KNOWS, IT'S YOUR

BURDEN.· YOU'RE THE PETITIONER.· YOU NEED TO KNOW.

· · · ·MR. FOX:· WELL, WE'VE ALREADY ESTABLISHED THAT THERE'S

HAZARDOUS WASTE THAT'S BEEN DELIVERED TO THE LANDFILL IN THE

FORM OF ZINC AND IN THE FORM OF COPPER, AND THOSE LOADS ARE

NOT SUPPOSED TO CONTAIN HAZARDOUS WASTE.

· · · ·THE COURT:· WELL, LOOK, I'LL DECIDE THE WRIT, AND AT

THE APPROPRIATE TIME WE'LL HAVE A MORE DETAILED CONVERSATION

ABOUT THIS.· I WAS INTRIGUED BY THE RESULTS.· IT SEEMS THAT A

LOT OF THE ISSUES THAT WE WERE CONCERNED ABOUT ARE NOT

CONCERNING.· I WILL DECIDE THIS AND OBVIOUSLY, IF THERE'S A

PROBLEM, I WILL MAKE AN APPROPRIATE RULING IN FAVOR OF THE

CITY IF THERE'S A PROBLEM.

· · · · · MR. LEE, YOU SAID YOU WANTED TO ADDRESS THE COURT?

· · · ·MR. LEE:· YES, JUST VERY QUICKLY, YOUR HONOR.

· · · · · I THINK THAT IT IS INACCURATE TO SUGGEST THAT

CERTAINLY WITH RESPECT TO THE COPPER FINDINGS, THAT IT RISES

TO THE LEVEL OF HAZARDOUS.· AS OPPOSING COUNSEL WELL KNOWS,

THERE WERE FIVE SAMPLES TAKEN FROM A SINGLE LOAD.· ONE OF

THOSE SAMPLES MEASURED HIGHER IN COPPER THAN THE STANDARD

THAT THEY'RE REFERRING TO.· THE OTHER FOUR SAMPLES FROM THAT

SAME LOAD DID NOT.· SO IF YOU AVERAGE THAT COPPER OUT WITHIN

THE ENTIRETY OF THAT LOAD, IT IS BELOW THE EXCEEDANCE.· SO

THE SUGGESTION THAT A SINGLE SAMPLE FROM A LOAD TO THE

DISREGARD OF THE OTHER SAMPLES IN THAT SAME LOAD REALLY IS A

MISCHARACTERIZATION OF THE FINDING.

· · · ·THE COURT:· MY IMPRESSION -- LOOK, MY IMPRESSION --

THIS IS JUST A CASE MANAGEMENT CONVERSATION.· OBVIOUSLY, I'LL



DECIDE THIS WHEN I DECIDE THE WRIT.· BUT MY IMPRESSION IS

THIS IS LESS OF A HEALTH ISSUE FOR THE RESIDENTS OF THE CITY

OF CALABASAS AND MORE A CONCERN ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT

BECAUSE -- I MEAN, RIGHT, MS. LEE?· I SEE YOU NODDING YOUR

HEAD YES.

· · · ·MS. LEE:· THAT IS CORRECT, BASED ON THE FINDINGS THUS

FAR.

· · · ·THE COURT:· ISN'T THAT GREAT NEWS THAT THERE'S NO

HEALTH CONCERN?

· · · ·MS. LEE:· IT IS BETTER THAN EXPECTED.

· · · ·THE COURT:· OKAY.· GOOD.· LOOK.· NOBODY WANTS A

PROBLEM IN THE CITY.· BUT, LOOK, I WILL DECIDE THIS AT THE

APPROPRIATE TIME.· IF THERE'S A PROBLEM, WE WILL TAKE CARE OF

IT.· SO THIS IS A PRECURSOR TO MY TENTATIVE.· OBVIOUSLY I'M

SPEAKING IN TERMS OF WHEN I DECIDE THE WRIT, NOT IF I DECIDE

THE WRIT.

· · · · · MY TENTATIVE IS TO OVERRULE THE DEMURRER.· I WROTE

MY TENTATIVE TO SAY THAT IT IS OVERRULED IN PART AND

SUSTAINED IN PART.· IT'S AN OVERRULE.· WHAT I WAS TRYING TO

DO IN THIS IS SAY, LOOK, I WANT THE CASE TO BE CLEAR ABOUT

WHAT WE'RE LITIGATING.· SO WHEN IT'S PETITIONER'S OPPORTUNITY

TO ADDRESS THE COURT, I WANT YOU TO LET ME KNOW IF I MISSED

ANY OF YOUR THEORIES.· I WILL PUT THEM IN THE ORDER IF

THEY'RE VALID THEORIES AND THESE ARE THE THEORIES.

· · · · · I'M SUSTAINING IT WITH RESPECT TO SOME OF THE OTHER

POTENTIAL ISSUES, BUT THIS IS REALLY AN OVERRULE.· I THINK I

NEED TO DECIDE THE WRIT.· I WOULD LIKE TO MOVE FORWARD ON

SETTING TRIAL DATE TODAY.· I PROPOSE A TRIAL DATE BEFORE THE



END OF THE YEAR TO GET THIS DONE.· I WILL SQUEEZE YOU IN

BECAUSE I KNOW HOW IMPORTANT THIS CASE IS TO EVERYBODY.

SOMEONE ELSE MAY BE UNHAPPY.· THE UNHAPPY PERSON MIGHT

ACTUALLY BE MY RESEARCH ATTORNEY OR ME, BUT WE WILL FIND A

WAY TO GET THIS DONE.

· · · · · THAT'S MY TENTATIVE.· WHAT I'D LIKE TO DO, THOUGH,

IS START WITH MR. FOX AND MS. LEE.· IS THERE ANY THEORY I

MISSED?· DID I GET YOUR THEORIES?

· · · ·MR. FOX:· YOU DID, YOUR HONOR.

· · · ·THE COURT:· OKAY.· SO THIS IS THE WRIT?

· · · ·MR. FOX:· YES.

· · · ·THE COURT:· OKAY.

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.· DAVID MEHRETU,

AGAIN, FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES.

· · · · · I DO WANT TO ADDRESS ONE -- THANK YOU FOR THE

TENTATIVE RULING.· APPRECIATE IT.

· · · · · I DID WANT TO ADDRESS THE SUBSTANCE OF THE

TENTATIVE RULING.· BUT BEFORE WE GET THERE, I'D LIKE TO JUST

CLARIFY ONE THING IN TERMS OF THE THEORIES.· AT THE END OF

THE DAY, LET'S ASSUME YOUR HONOR ADOPTS THE TENTATIVE, IT

APPEARS --

· · · ·THE COURT:· IT'S KIND OF LOOKING THAT WAY.

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· IT APPEARS TO US THAT WHAT THIS IS

REALLY COMING DOWN TO FOR A WRIT IS WHETHER THE LANDFILL IS

INSPECTING FOR HAZARDOUS -- OBVIOUS HAZARDOUS -- POTENTIALLY

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.· ARE WE CORRECT IN THAT UNDERSTANDING,

OR IS THERE SOMETHING ELSE TO IT THAN THAT, YOUR HONOR?

· · · ·THE COURT:· IT'S WHAT I SAID IN THE TENTATIVE.· LOOK,



IT'S THEIR PETITION.· WHAT I DID WAS I WENT THROUGH THE

PETITION.· I PULLED OUT ALL THE THINGS THAT I THOUGHT COULD

FORM THE BASIS OF A MINISTERIAL DUTY AS OPPOSED TO TRYING TO

CONTROL HOW THE COUNTY EXERCISES ITS DISCRETION AND THAT'S

IT.· I MEAN, YES, THAT'S PART OF IT, BUT THERE MAY BE SOME

OTHER THINGS IN HERE.

· · · · · OBVIOUSLY, THERE'S -- AND I THINK -- AGAIN, I'M AT

DEMURRER.· SO AS WE ALL KNOW, I'M NOT REALLY BALANCING THE

EVIDENCE THAT I WILL AT TRIAL.· GIVEN THE TEST RESULTS, I'M

NOT SURE ONE OF THEIR THEORIES WILL HOLD UP.· I MEAN THERE IS

A THEORY THAT THE· COUNTY WAS NOT PROPERLY INSURING THAT

HAZARDOUS WASTE WAS -- HOLD ON.· RATHER THAN TRY TO THINK OF

THIS OFF THE TOP OF MY HEAD, LET ME JUST ACTUALLY READ IT

FROM TENTATIVE.· ONE MOMENT.

· · · · · IN THE PRAYER FOR RELIEF, THE COUNTY -- SORRY, THE

CITY IS SEEKING A WRIT TO IMPLEMENT PROCESSES AND PROCEDURES

TO ENSURE THAT FIRE DEBRIS TO BE DISPOSED OF AT THE LANDFILL

DOES NOT CONTAIN ANY HAZARDOUS WASTE.· OBVIOUSLY, THE COUNTY

HAS DISCRETION IN TERMS OF HOW TO DO THAT.· I'M NOT ALLOWED

TO INTERFERE WITH THE COUNTY'S DISCRETION, BUT THE CITY HAS A

RIGHT TO A PROCESS THAT, FIRST OF ALL, EXISTS.· THERE HAS TO

BE A PROCESS.

· · · · · SECOND, IT CANNOT BE ARBITRARY, CAPRICIOUS, OR

ENTIRELY LACKING IN EVIDENTIARY SUPPORT.· SO I HAD

INTERPRETED THE WRIT AS -- OR SORRY, THE PETITION SEEKING A

WRIT TO ENSURE THAT THERE IS A PROCESS THAT IS NOT ARBITRARY,

CAPRICIOUS, OR LACKING IN EVIDENTIARY SUPPORT.· GIVEN THE

FAVORABLE TEST RESULTS, IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THAT MIGHT BE A



HARDER CASE FOR THE CITY NOW, BECAUSE THE FACT THAT IT

APPEARS THE COUNTY WAS SUCCESSFUL ON THIS SUGGESTS THAT THERE

WAS A PROCESS THAT WAS NOT ARBITRARY, CAPRICIOUS, OR ENTIRELY

LACKING IN EVIDENTIARY SUPPORT.

· · · · · NEVERTHELESS, WE'RE AT DEMURRER, AND THEY'RE

ENTITLED TO PROCEED ON THAT THEORY.· AGAIN, MAYBE THERE MIGHT

BE SOME CHANGES.· MAYBE THE CITY'S CASE MIGHT REVEAL SOME

MORE PROBLEMS OR SOME OTHER PROBLEMS.· I'M NOT GOING TO

PREJUDGE THE WRIT, BUT YES, THAT IS A VIABLE THEORY THAT I'M

PREPARED TO LET GO FORWARD AT TRIAL.

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.

· · · · · I MENTIONED I DID WANT TO ADDRESS SOME OF THE

SUBSTANCE OF THE TENTATIVE.· I THINK ONE OF THE KEY THINGS I

WANT TO FOCUS ON IS -- AND I'M GOING TO TRY AND WALK THROUGH

MY UNDERSTANDING OF HOW THE ALLEGATIONS, THE DEMURRER, AND

THE TENTATIVE KIND OF LINE UP.

· · · · · THE COUNTY MADE THE POINT IN ITS DEMURRER THAT THE

MINISTERIAL DUTIES THAT ARE BEING ALLEGED OR THAT ARE AT

ISSUE HERE COME FROM THE PERMIT.· I DON'T THINK THERE'S BEEN

ANY -- I THINK EVERYBODY HAS BEEN IN AGREEMENT ON THAT POINT.

· · · · · THE COUNTY ALSO MADE THE ARGUMENT THAT THE PERMIT

HAS BEEN SUSPENDED BY TWO EXECUTIVE ORDERS.· ONE, THAT WE

REFER TO IN THE DEMURRER PAPERS AS LIKE THE EPA ORDER AND ONE

THE FEMA ORDER.· THEY'RE SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT, AS YOUR HONOR

ADDRESSED IN THE TENTATIVE.

· · · · · AS A GENERAL MATTER, THE CITY DOESN'T ADDRESS

EITHER OF THEM IN ITS PETITION.· I THINK IT'S THE CITY'S DUTY

TO ALLEGE -- HAVE ALLEGATIONS IN THERE THAT TALK ABOUT HOW



THOSE EXECUTIVE ORDERS DON'T APPLY AND DON'T -- DON'T SUSPEND

THE PERMIT.· THAT IS PART OF THE LEGAL LANDSCAPE THAT'S AT

PLAY HERE.· I DON'T THINK THE CITY CAN JUST BE SILENT ON THAT

POINT AND THEN SAY --

· · · ·THE COURT:· WELL, LET ME INTERRUPT.

· · · · · I'M NOT SURE I AGREE WITH YOU, BUT I WILL HEAR YOUR

LEGAL ARGUMENT AND GIVE YOU A LEGAL ANSWER.· BUT IF YOU WANT

A PRACTICAL ANSWER, I'M SURE YOU'VE HEARD MY SPEECH WE CAN DO

THIS THE EASY WAY OR THE HARD WAY.· IT SEEMS TO ME I'M GOING

TO BE DECIDING THIS WRIT.· SO IT SEEMS TO ME WE'VE SPENT A

LOT OF TIME ON DEMURRERS.· IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THE CASE

ALMOST SETTLED OR IT SETTLED AND THEN UNSETTLED.· I DON'T

NEED TO KNOW WHAT HAPPENED AND FRANKLY, I'M PROBABLY NOT

PERMITTED TO KNOW WHAT HAPPENED.· I HAVE SOME SUSPICIONS IN

TERMS OF WHY IT UNSETTLED.· SOME DAY WHEN THE CASE IS OVER

AND YEARS FROM NOW MAYBE I'LL TELL YOU MY THEORY AND YOU'LL

TELL ME IF I'M RIGHT OR WRONG.· BUT AT THE END OF THE DAY, IT

SEEMS TO ME I'M GOING TO BE DECIDING THIS WRIT, NO?

· · · · · FIRST OF ALL, I DON'T KNOW IF I AGREE WITH YOU ON

THE LEGAL THEORY, BUT IT'S NOT THAT HARD FOR THEM TO MAKE THE

SAME ARGUMENT THEY MADE IN THEIR BRIEF AND THEN JUST PUT IT

IN THE PETITION.· SO IF I WERE TO ADOPT YOUR ARGUMENT, WHAT'S

GOING TO HAPPEN IS MS. LEE AND MR. FOX ARE GOING TO THROW UP

THEIR HANDS, THEY'RE GOING TO ROLL THEIR EYES, AND THEY'RE

GOING TO BE SAYING THE JUDGE IS BEING VERY STRICT.· THEY'RE

GOING TO JUST PUT THOSE ALLEGATIONS IN THE NEXT PETITION, AND

THEN WE'RE GOING TO BE RIGHT BACK HERE, AND WE WILL HAVE

WASTED ANOTHER MONTH OR TWO.



· · · · · MR. FOX, IS THAT A FAIR ASSESSMENT?

· · · ·MR. FOX:· YES, YOUR HONOR.

· · · ·THE COURT:· ALL RIGHT.· SO DO YOU WANT TO DO IT THE

EASY WAY?

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· YOUR HONOR, I APPRECIATE YOUR PRACTICAL

POINT.· IT'S NOT LOST ON US.

· · · ·THE COURT:· ALL RIGHT.

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· I DO THINK IT'S IMPORTANT TO POINT OUT

THAT WHAT WE'RE TALKING ABOUT HERE IS THAT THERE'S NO

INSPECTION -- I MEAN, WE CAN'T VISUALLY INSPECT FOR COPPER

THAT'S INTERMIXED IN SOIL DEBRIS.

· · · ·THE COURT:· ISN'T THAT AN ARGUMENT FOR THE WRIT?

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· WELL, WHAT I'M SAYING IS THAT IF THE

EXECUTIVE ORDER SUSPENDS THE PERMIT, WHAT I UNDERSTAND YOUR

HONOR'S TENTATIVE RULING TO BE SAYING IS THAT THERE'S BEEN NO

SHOWING THAT IT'S NECESSARY TO FORGO VISUAL INSPECTIONS.

THAT'S WHAT I UNDERSTAND THE TENTATIVE AS SAYING.

· · · · · MY POINT IS I DON'T SEE HOW THE CITY -- WHAT'S

THEIR ALLEGATION GOING TO BE HERE THAT YOU -- THE RECORD

SHOWS THAT THE COUNTY TOLD THE WATER BOARD THAT IT DOES

VISUAL INSPECTIONS.· THE ALLEGATION ONLY SAYS, ACCORDING TO A

DEPOSITION, THAT THERE ARE NO RANDOM INSPECTIONS.· THOSE ARE

NOT THE SAME THING, AT LEAST NOT NECESSARILY THE SAME THING.

SO I DON'T THINK THE PETITION RIGHT NOW ESTABLISHES -- AND

I'M NOT REALLY SURE WHAT IT WOULD SAY.

· · · · · I MEAN, I GUESS MY POINT, YOUR HONOR, IS IF I CAN

JUST IMAGINE EXACTLY WHAT THEY WERE GOING TO ALLEGE, WE

PROBABLY WOULDN'T MAKE THAT ARGUMENT.· I DON'T KNOW WHAT



THEY'RE GOING TO ALLEGE.· I DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY COULD ALLEGE

THAT WE SHOULD BE DOING THAT'S NECESSARY HERE DESPITE THE

PERMIT BEING SUSPENDED.· I GUESS I'M NOT SURE WHAT THEY WOULD

SAY THERE.· SO NOW WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO GUESS AT THAT.

· · · · · I DO UNDERSTAND THE PRACTICAL POINT.· IT'S NOT AS

SIMPLE AS WHY DON'T THEY SAY JUST SAY X, AND YOU'RE ASKING

COUNSEL -- I MEAN, DO WE NEED TO GO THROUGH THAT WHOLE

PROCESS WHERE WE ALL KNOW THIS IS GOING TO END UP?· I DON'T

KNOW WHAT THEY'RE GOING TO ALLEGE.

· · · ·THE COURT:· ANYTHING ELSE, MR. MEHRETU?

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· I THINK WITH THAT, WE'LL REST PENDING --

· · · ·THE COURT:· I HAVE A QUESTION, ACTUALLY, AND THIS IS

NO REFLECTION ON THE QUALITY OF YOUR ARGUMENT.

· · · · · WHERE'S MS. FOX TODAY?· I ASSUMED MS. FOX WAS GOING

TO APPEAR.

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· SHE WASN'T AVAILABLE FOR THIS.

· · · ·THE COURT:· ALL RIGHT.

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· SENDS HER REGARDS.

· · · ·THE COURT:· PLEASE GIVE HER MY REGARDS.· I ALWAYS

THINK IT'S FUNNY THAT WE HAVE MR. FOX ON ONE SIDE AND MS. FOX

ON ONE SIDE AND MS. LEE ON ONE SIDE AND MR. LEE ON ONE

SIDE.

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· CORRECT.· WE'VE NOTICED.

· · · ·THE COURT:· IT SEEMS LIKE WE'RE A BIT UNBALANCED TODAY

WITHOUT MS. FOX, BUT ANYWAY.· THANK YOU FOR PERMITTING ME A

SMALL JOKE.

· · · · · ANYTHING YOU'D LIKE TO ADD?

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· NO, YOUR HONOR.



· · · ·THE COURT:· ALL RIGHT.· MR. LEE -- WELL, FIRST,

MR. DAGGER, IS THERE ANYTHING YOU'D LIKE TO ADD?

· · · ·MR. DAGER:· NO.· JUST FROM THE COUNTY'S POINT OF VIEW,

WE THOUGHT THE INTENT OF THE EXECUTIVE ORDERS WAS TO SUSPEND

THE PERMITS AND THAT THE WORDING OF THE ACTUAL PERMITS WAS

ALMOST IRRELEVANT.· AND LIKE MR. MEHRETU SAID, THE COUNTY DO

HAVE THE ARMY CORPS INSPECTED THE LOADS BEFORE THEY WENT.

WHEN THEY ARRIVED AT THE DUMP, THE SANITATION DISTRICT HAD

PEOPLE THERE THAT LOOKED TO MAKE SURE THERE WEREN'T ANYTHING

OBVIOUS, BUT THEY CAN'T -- THEY CAN'T LOOK FOR COPPER.· THEY

CAN'T LOOK FOR WHATEVER ELSE THEY'RE ALLEGING.

· · · · · FRANKLY, THE TEST RESULTS KIND OF SHOW -- AND

THERE'S GOING TO BE MORE FIRES.· THIS ISN'T A ONE-OFF

SITUATION.· THERE'S GOING TO BE MORE FIRES.· THERE'S GOING TO

BE MORE DUMPING AT THE CALABASAS LANDFILL AND IT'S JUST --

THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT DECISION TO MAKE.· I DON'T KNOW IF

IT'S GOING TO REQUIRE -- WE THINK THE GENERAL ORDER WAS

PRETTY CLEAR THAT FIRE ASH IS EXEMPT.· WE CAN TAKE FIRE ASH

INTO ANY CLASS III LANDFILL, AND WE'RE GOING TO CONTINUE

DOING IT HERE.· WE'RE GOING TO DO IT IN SIMI VALLEY IN THE

NEXT BIG FIRE.

· · · · · WITH THAT, I GUESS I HAVE REALLY NOTHING TO ADD.

· · · ·THE COURT:· WELL, MR. DAGER, I WILL COMMENT THAT I AM

BUT ONE JUDGE.· MY RULING IS NOT BINDING ON ANY OTHER JUDGE

IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.· IT'S NOT EVEN BINDING ON ME.  I

COULD GET SOME FUTURE CASE AND MAKE A TOTALLY DIFFERENT

DECISION.

· · · · · LOOK, I'LL DECIDE THE CASE, BUT I'M NOT SURE THAT



MY RULING WILL HAVE ANY PRECEDENTIAL IMPACT.· JUDGE KIN OR

JUDGE CHALFANT OR JUDGE GOORVITCH COULD GET THE NEXT CASE AND

MAKE A TOTALLY DIFFERENT DECISION, BUT I'LL DECIDE IT.

THAT'S WHAT THE TAXPAYERS PAY ME FOR.

· · · · · MR. LEE, IS THERE ANYTHING YOU'D LIKE TO ADD?

· · · ·MR. LEE:· JUST VERY BRIEFLY, YOUR HONOR.

· · · · · JUST BUILDING ON A POINT THAT MR. MEHRETU HAD KIND

OF RAISED, I JUST WANTED TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT I WAS

UNDERSTANDING YOUR HONOR'S POSITION.· AT PAGE 7 OF THE

TENTATIVE RULING AFTER QUOTING A PARAGRAPH FROM THE

COMPLAINT, THE COURT WRITES "LIBERALLY CONSTRUED AS REQUIRED

FOR A DEMURRER, THESE ALLEGATIONS ARE SUFFICIENT TO STATE A

CLAIM THAT THE LANDFILL DOES NOT COMPLY WITH THE MINISTERIAL

DUTY TO RANDOMLY INSPECT WASTELOADS AND THEREFORE, THE

LANDFILL'S PROCESS FOR ENSURING THAT IT DOES NOT ACCEPT

HAZARDOUS WASTE IS ARBITRARY AND CAPRICIOUS.· THEREFORE, THE

COURT OVERRULES THE DEMURRER BASED ON THESE ALLEGATIONS.· THE

COURT SUSTAINS THE DEMURRER WITHOUT LEAVE TO AMEND TO THE

EXTENT THE CITY SEEKS A WRIT OF MANDATE BEYOND THESE

MINISTERIAL DUTIES."

· · · · · REALLY, THE ONLY POINT THAT I'M SEEKING

CLARIFICATION OF IS THAT PRESUMABLY THE CITY IS GOING TO BE

LIMITED TO THAT SPECIFIC MINISTERIAL DUTY IN CONNECTION WITH

ITS BRIEFING IN ADVANCE OF THE PRETRIAL.· I JUST WANT TO MAKE

SURE THAT MY UNDERSTANDING IS CLEAR ON THAT SO THAT WE DON'T

HAVE --

· · · ·THE COURT:· MR. LEE, MY PAGINATION IS DIFFERENT THAN

YOURS.· COULD YOU GIVE ME A LITTLE BIT MORE DETAIL SO I COULD



FIND WHAT YOU QUOTED?

· · · ·MR. LEE:· SURE.· MY APOLOGIES.· IT IS THE PARAGRAPH

RIGHT BEFORE YOUR SECTION B.

· · · ·THE COURT:· OH, OKAY.· ONE MOMENT.· OKAY.· ONE MOMENT.

· · · · · WELL, I'LL ASK THE PETITIONERS THIS QUESTION.

THAT'S YOUR WRIT, OR IS IT SOMETHING MORE THAN THAT?

· · · ·MS. LEE:· WELL, YOUR HONOR, AS YOU NOTE IN YOUR

TENTATIVE DECISION, THERE ARE NUMEROUS MINISTERIAL DUTIES

THAT WE IDENTIFY IN OUR FIRST AMENDED PETITION, INCLUDING THE

FACT THAT ON A BROAD SCALE, THEY ARE NOT SUPPOSED TO ACCEPT

HAZARDOUS WASTE AT THE SITE.

· · · ·THE COURT:· IT'S BROADER THAN JUST THE LACK OF

INSPECTION.· IT'S MORE GENERIC OF THERE WAS NO PROCESS THAT

WAS --

· · · ·MR. FOX:· ENSURING THAT THEY MET THEIR MINISTERIAL

DUTY OF NOT ALLOWING HAZARDOUS WASTE AT THE SITE.

· · · · · WE ALSO NOTE THAT THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE

CERTIFICATES, AND YOU NOTE THAT IN YOUR DECISION, BASED UPON

NO EVIDENCE OF INSPECTIONS HAVING OCCURRED, ESPECIALLY WITH

REGARD TO THE OPT-OUT PROPERTIES.· THEY KEEP TALKING ABOUT

THE ARMY CORPS PROCESS.· THAT RELATES THE OPT-IN PROPERTIES.

THE OPT-OUT PROPERTIES ARE NOT FOLLOWING THE SAME ARMY CORPS

PROGRESSES.· THOSE ARE THE AREAS THAT WE WILL BE ADDRESSING

IN OUR OPENING BRIEF.

· · · ·THE COURT:· OKAY.· I NEED TO CHANGE THAT SENTENCE,

THEN.· BECAUSE THE WAY I WROTE THAT SENTENCE LIMITS YOU IN A

WAY THAT YOU DID NOT INTEND.· AND I AGREE WITH YOU, YOU CAN

PURSUE THAT THEORY.· I DON'T KNOW IF YOU'RE GOING TO WIN, BUT



I DO AGREE WITH YOU AT THIS STAGE YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO

PURSUE THAT THEORY.

· · · · · MR. LEE, I'M GOING TO CHANGE THAT TO MAKE IT A

LITTLE BIT MORE CLEAR.

· · · ·MR. LEE:· THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.· THAT'S REALLY WHAT

WE WERE SEEKING CLARITY ON.

· · · ·THE COURT:· ALL RIGHT.· MS. FOX -- SORRY, MR. FOX,

MS. LEE, DO YOU WANT TO SNATCH DEFEAT FROM THE JAWS OF

VICTORY, OR DO YOU WANT TO SUBMIT?

· · · · · ANYTHING YOU NEED TO ADD?· I'M PREPARED TO ADOPT MY

TENTATIVE.

· · · ·MS. LEE:· NO, I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING ELSE.

· · · ·MR. FOX:· NOTHING ELSE, ASSUMING YOU MAKE THE

MODIFICATION YOU JUST MENTIONED.

· · · ·THE COURT:· YES.· HERE'S WHAT I'M GOING TO DO.· I'M

ADOPTING MY TENTATIVE.· I MEAN, THE REASON THAT I SUSTAINED

IT IN PART WAS I WAS JUST A LITTLE CONCERNED BECAUSE IT IS --

IT IS A FINE LINE BETWEEN ENFORCING A MINISTERIAL DUTY AND

TRYING TO ENFORCE HOW THE COUNTY PURSUES ITS OBLIGATIONS.· SO

IT CAN BE A VERY FINE LINE.· I MEAN, THAT WAS THE ISSUE I HAD

WITH THE FIRST PETITION, BUT I DO THINK THE CITY HAS

NAVIGATED THAT ISSUE.· THAT'S WHY I TRIED TO DO THIS IN SUCH

A WAY TO MAKE IT VERY CLEAR WHAT THE CASE IS GOING TO BE

ABOUT.

· · · · · OBVIOUSLY, THIS IS AN ART, NOT A SCIENCE.· IF

THERE'S SOME MISUNDERSTANDING THAT I HAD, OBVIOUSLY, I'M NOT

GOING TO TURNAROUND AND SAY WELL, I MISUNDERSTOOD AND

THEREFORE, THE PETITIONER'S FORECLOSED.· OBVIOUSLY, WE'LL



KNOW IF I GOT IT RIGHT ONCE WE SEE THE OPENING BRIEF.· BUT

THAT IS MY INTENTION, IS TO ALLOW THE CITY TO PROCEED ON ALL

OF THE MINISTERIAL DUTIES THAT ARE OUTLINED, AS WELL AS THE

GENERAL THEORY THAT THERE WAS NO PROCESS OR THAT ANY PROCESS

WAS ARBITRARY, CAPRICIOUS, OR LACKED EVIDENTIARY SUPPORT.

AND I WILL CHANGE THE TENTATIVE TO TRY TO MAKE THAT MORE

CLEAR.

· · · · · I AM PREPARED TO HEAR THIS ON THE SCHEDULE THAT I

SET, DECEMBER 12TH.· IF THAT WORKS FOR EVERYBODY, I THINK I

SAID THE OPENING BRIEF WOULD BE FILED ON OR BEFORE OCTOBER

27TH.· THE OPPOSITION BRIEF WOULD BE FILED ON OR BEFORE

NOVEMBER 17TH.· THE REPLY BRIEF ON OR BEFORE NOVEMBER 24TH.

THEN YOU CAN ALL GO ENJOY THANKSGIVING.· WE WOULD COME BACK

DECEMBER 12TH, AND I WOULD DECIDE THIS BEFORE THE END OF THE

YEAR.

· · · · · PETITIONER, DOES THAT SCHEDULE WORK?

· · · ·MR. FOX:· IT WORKS WITH ONE PROVISO, YOUR HONOR.· WE

OBVIOUSLY HAVE EXPERTS, MR. O'BRAITIS AND DAVE BERNIER FROM

EEC.· WE ANTICIPATE THAT THEY WILL SUBMIT DECLARATIONS.· THE

COUNTY MAY WANT TO DEPOSE THEM BEFORE THEY DRAFT THEIR

OPPOSITION.· I DON'T KNOW.· THE COUNTY MAY HAVE THEIR OWN

EXPERTS THAT WE WOULD WANT TO DEPOSE IF THEY --

· · · ·THE COURT:· I'LL JUST INTERRUPT AND SAY IF YOU FOLKS

WANT TO STIPULATE TO CHANGE THE SCHEDULE, IT'S FINE WITH ME.

I'M TRYING TO GET THIS HEARD JUST SO WE CAN GET IT HEARD.· IF

YOU TELL ME YOU NEED MORE TIME, IF YOU BOTH AGREE, I'M FINE

WITH THAT.

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· YOUR HONOR, DAVID MEHRETU FOR THE



COUNTY.

· · · · · I THINK IT COULD MAKE SENSE FOR THE PARTIES TO MEET

AND CONFER ABOUT A SCHEDULE.· THERE'S A LOT OF MOVING PARTS.

WE JUST FOUND OUT ABOUT THIS TODAY.· IT MAY MAKE SENSE JUST

TO -- I APPRECIATE YOUR EFFORT TO TRY AND MOVE THINGS ALONG,

BUT THAT COULD MAKE A LOT OF SENSE.

· · · ·THE COURT:· I'M GOING TO KEEP THE SCHEDULE FOR NOW

UNDER THE THEORY THAT PRESSURE MAKES DIAMONDS.· BUT IF YOU --

I'M NOT GOING TO FORECLOSE YOU FROM MEETING AND CONFERRING.

IF MY SCHEDULE IS TOO AMBITIOUS, JUST FILE A STIPULATION, AND

I'LL CHANGE IT.

· · · · · WHEN YOU'RE PRESIDING OVER JURY TRIALS FOR MONETARY

DAMAGES CASES, IT'S A LOT MORE IMPORTANT TO KEEP TRIAL DATES

ON SCHEDULE.· IN A WRITS COURTROOM, WE HAVE A LOT MORE

FLEXIBILITY.· IT'S REALLY THE PARTIES' SCHEDULES.· IF YOU

FOLKS AGREE TO SOMETHING DIFFERENT, IT'S FINE WITH ME.· JUST

FILE A STIP.· MAKE SURE, THOUGH, WHEN YOU DO THE STIPULATION,

ALSO DO A PROPOSED ORDER, BECAUSE THAT FLAGS IT FOR ROBERT TO

PUT IT IN MY BOX.· ROBERT IS GOOD ENOUGH THAT IF YOU JUST

FILE THE STIP WITHOUT THE PROPOSED ORDER, HE'LL STILL SEE IT

AND HE'LL STILL PUT IT IN MY BOX.· BUT THE PROBLEM IS ROBERT

IS NOT ALWAYS HERE.· SO IF SOMEBODY IS COVERING FOR ROBERT

AND THEY DON'T SEE A PROPOSED ORDER, SOMETIMES IT WILL JUST

SIT.· SO MAKE SURE YOU GIVE A PROPOSED ORDER BECAUSE THAT

FLAGS IT FOR THE FLOATER JUDICIAL ASSISTANT TO PUT IT IN MY

BOX.

· · · · · ANYTHING ELSE?

· · · ·MR. FOX:· NOTHING FURTHER.· THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.



· · · ·THE COURT:· MR. MEHRETU.

· · · ·MR. MEHRETU:· THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.· NOTHING FURTHER.

· · · ·THE COURT:· MR. LEE, MR. DAGER.

· · · ·MR. LEE:· NOTHING.· THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.

· · · ·MR. DAGER:· THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.

· · · ·THE COURT:· ALL RIGHT.· I WILL ENDEAVOR TO GET THIS

DONE TODAY.· I WILL HAVE ROBERT GIVE NOTICE.· I THEORETICALLY

SHOULD GET THIS OUT TODAY, BUT YOU KNOW THE RULING.

· · · · · BEFORE WE CONCLUDE.· I'M HAPPY TO DECIDE THE WRIT.

THAT'S WHAT THE TAXPAYERS PAY ME FOR IS TO MAKE DECISIONS,

BUT I AM CURIOUS.· YOU SETTLED AT ONE POINT.· ANY CHANCE YOU

WILL SETTLE AGAIN?· DON'T TELL ME ANYTHING I SHOULD NOT KNOW

AS THE TRIAL JUDGE.

· · · ·MS. LEE:· THERE'S ALWAYS A CHANCE.· THERE'S ALWAYS A

CHANCE.

· · · ·THE COURT:· ISN'T THAT A LINE FROM A MOVIE?· OH, SO

THERE'S A CHANCE.

· · · · · ALL RIGHT.· SO THAT'S A NO.· OKAY.

· · · ·MS. LEE:· NO, THERE'S A CHANCE, THAT'S ALL I'M GOING

TO SAY.

· · · ·THE COURT:· DO YOU PLAY TEXAS HOLD'EM?

· · · ·MS. LEE:· ONLY WHEN I'M FORCED TO.

· · · ·THE COURT:· THAT'S LIKE SAYING WHEN YOU GET DEALT A

2/7 OFFSUIT, THERE'S A CHANCE YOU COULD WIN, SO OKAY.

· · · · · GREAT.· WE'LL SEE.

(CONCLUSION OF PROCEEDINGS.)



· · · · · SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

· · · · · · · · FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

DEPARTMENT 82· · · · · ·HON. STEPHEN I. GOORVITCH, JUDGE

CITY OF CALABASAS, A CALIFORNIA· ·)
MUNICIPAL CORPORATION,· · · · · · )
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · )
· · PETITIONER AND PLAINTIFF,· · ·)
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · )
· · · · · · VS.· · · · · · · · · ·) CASE NO. 25STCP00642
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · )
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, A· · · · · ) REPORTER'S
CALIFORNIA COUNTY, ET AL.,· · · · ) CERTIFICATE
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · )
· · RESPONDENTS AND DEFENDANTS.· ·)
__________________________________)

· · · ·I, JORGE P. DOMINGUEZ, OFFICIAL PRO TEMPORE REPORTER

OF THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, FOR THE

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING

PAGES, 1 THROUGH 22, INCLUSIVE, COMPRISE A FULL, TRUE AND

CORRECT TRANSCRIPT OF THE PROCEEDINGS HELD IN DEPARTMENT 82

ON OCTOBER 6, 2025, IN THE MATTER OF THE ABOVE-ENTITLED

CAUSE.

· · · ·DATED THIS 7TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 2025.

· · · · · · · · · · · · · ___________________________________

· · · · · · · · · · · · JORGE P. DOMINGUEZ, CSR NO. 12523
· · · · · · · · · · · · OFFICIAL PRO TEMPORE REPORTER




