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The City of Calabasas (“City”) petitions for a writ of mandate 
pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure Section 1085 against Respondents the 
County of Los Angeles (“County”) and the County Sanitation District No. 
2 of Los Angeles County (“San District”) and  ROES 1-10, inclusive, 
(collectively, “Respondents”) as follows: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. On January 27, 2025 the County Sanitation District for 
District 2 (“San District”) issued a “news list” on its website announcing 
that the disposal of fire debris from multiple wildfire events in Los Angeles 
County would be permitted at the Class III Calabasas Landfill (“Landfill”) 
that is owned by the County of Los Angeles and operated and maintained 
by the San District. As to that Landfill, the San District’s news list 
announced in part that: “This site [Calabasas Landfill] CAN accept 
disaster-related waste, including green waste created by the recent high 
winds. However, per LA County order, fire debris, including burnt green 
waste, MUST have a certificate that the waste is non-hazardous.  
Customers who bring unacceptable waste will be charged at least $500 for 
the extra cost incurred by the Districts.” 

2. The news list promulgated only on-line by the San District did 
not explain what the “certificate” would contain or who might certify as to 
the “non-hazardous” nature of waste brought for disposal to the Landfill. 
Rather, it simply referenced the San District’s general website, but that 
website does not contain any further information about the “certificate.” 

3. On information and belief based on phone conversations with 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (“Army Corps”), neither of those federal entities 
involved in fire debris removal will be certifying any removed debris as 
either “hazardous” or “non-hazardous.” 
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4. By this action, the City seeks enforcement of the legal 
mandates on the transportation and disposal of hazardous wastes at the 
Landfill. The Landfill, as a Class III landfill, is not allowed to accept 
hazardous wastes.   

5. The County’s Department of Public Health recognized in an 
order dated January 15, 2025 entitled “Local Health Emergency 
Prohibiting the Unsafe Removal, Transport, and Disposal of Fire Debris to 
Protect Community Safety” (“Public Health Order”) that: “. . . debris and 
ash from residential and other structural fires contain hazardous 
substances that can result in adverse health impacts to the public” and 
further recognized that “improbable transport and disposal of fire debris 
can spread hazardous substances throughout the community.”  Despite this 
Public Health Order, which recognized the potential adverse human health 
effects, the Respondents, in their hurry to simply get rid of fire debris waste, 
are ignoring all state law standards and instead issuing non-transparent 
and false assurances about purported “certificates” to be filled out by third 
parties. An employee of the San District, Mr. David Pierce, attached a copy 
of this Public Health Order in an email  to some of his colleagues with a 
note stating, “There’s no established screening criteria that would let you 
determine pure or clean, etc.”  

THE PARTIES 
6. The City is a general law city and municipal corporation 

operating and existing in the State of California, County of Los Angeles. 
The City’s boundaries are immediately adjacent to the Calabasas Landfill, 
which has a common street address of 5300 Lost Hills Road, Agoura, 
California. 
/ / / 
/ / / 
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7. The County is a subdivision of the State of California with its 
principal administrative offices located the Kenneth Hahn Hall of 
Administration, 500 W. Temple Street, Los Angeles, California. 

8. The San District is an independent special district with its 
principal office at 1955 Workman Mill Road, Whittier, California. 

9. The County and San District jointly operate and control the 
Calabasas Landfill through an Amended Joint Powers Agreement in 1966 
referencing the “Calabasas Landfill.” On information and belief there have 
been subsequent amendments to the Joint Powers Agreement, but the basic 
structure—that the County owns the land and that the San District 
operates and manages the Landfill—remains consistent. 

10. The City does not know the true names and capacities, whether 
individual, corporate, associate or otherwise, of any other Respondent or 
Defendant or their real party in interest and, therefore, sues said 
respondents or real parties in interest under fictitious names ROES 1-10.  
The City will amend this Complaint to show their true names and 
capacities when the same has been ascertained. The City alleges each of the 
ROE respondent or defendant or real parties in interest is the agent, alter 
ego, successor-in-interest and/or employee of each other cross-defendant or 
real party in interest and each performed acts on which this action is based 
within the course and scope of their agency and/or employment. 

STANDING, JURISDICTION & VENUE 
11. The City sues in its own sovereign capacity and as a 

representative of the many residents of Calabasas who have expressed 
alarm and concern to City staff and the City Council about the 
contemplated expanded use of the Landfill for fire debris. 

12. The City also has independent statutory authority pursuant to 
Health & Safety (“H&S”) Code Chapter 6.5 (Hazardous Waste Control Act) 
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, specifically section 25105 which states that “No provision of this chapter 
[6.5] shall limit the authority of any state or local agency in the enforcement 
or administration of any provision of law which it is specifically permitted 
or required to enforce.” 

13. This Court has jurisdiction over actions seeking a writ of 
mandate.  Venue is proper in the Superior Court for the County of Los 
Angeles, Central District, which is where the primary Respondent, Los 
Angeles County has its home office and where the County Sanitation 
District No. 2’s Board of Directors routinely meet.  Furthermore, the 
Landfill is located in the County of Los Angeles.   

THE LANDFILL’S PROXIMITY TO RESIDENTIAL HOMES, 
SCHOOLS, AND OTHER ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE 

AREAS—AIR QUALITY 
14. The Landfill is located in an area that has multiple 

environmentally sensitive receptors, including schools, residential homes, 
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parks and other receptors.  A map illustrating sensitive receptors within a 
one mile radius of the Landfill is depicted above.  The blue outlined area 
depicts the Landfill boundaries. Among specific sensitive receptors are two 
public schools, Lupin Hill Elementary School and Montessori of Malibu 
Canyon. In addition, as noted in the figure above, Ilan Ramon Day School, 
a private school is located within a quarter mile of the landfill. Other 
sensitive receptors near the Landfill include a dog kennel facility and a local 
park, Grape Arbor Park.  

15. The three nearby schools qualify as “sensitive receptors” within 
the meaning of California H&S Code Section 42705.5 (a)(5), which focuses 
on potential exposure (and related monitoring) for air quality, due to the 
potential exposure by young children to air pollutants. 

16. The County San District was recently subject to a monetary 
penalty for violation of South Coast Air Quality Management District 
(“AQMD”) Rule 3002 (requirements for Title V Permit), as reported by the 
AQMD staff to its Governing Board in October 2024. Specifically, the San 
District was subject to a penalty of $9,088.00 pursuant to Notice of Violation 
Number 75260. On information and belief based on AQMD on-line records, 
that Notice of Violation related to an infraction at the Landfill committed 
in 2022 and was not resolved until August 2024. 

17. The County San District provides reports of its emissions (to the 
air) to the AQMD. Based on its 2023 report to the AQMD as reflected in 
AQMD’s website for the Landfill (facility No. 42514), it released into the air 
literally tons of “priority pollutants” including NOX, a precursor to Ozone, 
and Particulate Matter, which can impact human lungs.  The report FOR 
2023, as contained in AQMD webpage available 
at:https://xappprod.aqmd.gov/find//facility/AQMDsearch?facilityID=42514    
show emissions of various priority pollutant emissions in tons per year: 
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CO  
Carbon Monoxide  
Annual Emissions: 8.956 

 
NOX  
Nitrogen Oxides  
Annual Emissions: 7.234 

 
PM  
Particulate Matter  
Annual Emissions: 6.411 

 
SOX  
Sulfur Oxides  
Annual Emissions: 14.222 
___________________________________________________________________ 
VOC  
Volatile Organic Compounds  
Annual Emissions: 3.699 
 
Based on these admitted levels of admissions in 2023, the Landfill is 
deemed a “major source” pursuant to the Clean Air Act Section 112(a)(1). 
 

THE RESPONDENTS’ REGULATORY DUTY TO ENSURE 
THAT NO HAZARDOUS WASTE GOES TO THIS CLASS III 
LANDFILL 

18. The County and the San District are the owner and operator 
(respectively) of the Landfill.  

19. The County as the owner and the San District as the operator 
have a legal duty to comply with laws regulating the disposal of waste. 
The Hazardous Waste Control Act (H&S Code Sec. 25100, et. seq., also 
known as “Chapter 6.5” or “HWCA”) defines “waste” to mean “any solid, 
liquid, semisolid or contained gaseous discarded material.” It further 
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defines “a discarded material” as “any material that is any of the 
following: (1) Relinquished by being any of the following: (A) Disposed of; 
(B) Burned or incinerated.” (H&S Code Section 25124 [defining “waste” for 
statutory purposes].) 

20. The term “hazardous waste” is defined in HWCA as meaning: 
“a waste that meets any of the criteria for identification of a hazardous 
waste adopted by the department [Department of Toxic Substances 
Control (“DTSC”)] pursuant to section 25141”. (H&S Code Section 
25117(a).) 

21. The DTSC has promulgated a list of hazardous wastes as an 
appendix to the Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations (Appendix 
XII). That appendix lists many compounds likely to be among the waste 
created by the Palisades Fire, the Eaton Fire, and others. This list defines 
a series of “waste codes” that can be used for notification required for 
transport and disposal of hazardous wastes, and is available  at: 
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I8527194E5B6111EC945100
0D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&tr
ansitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default). Contained 
on the list are the following (among others): 

a.  Asbestos-containing waste (Waste Code No. 151): Likely found 
in older residential homes built before the ban on use of asbestos for home 
insulation materials; 

b.  Metal sludge (Waste Code 171): Likely found as a result of fire 
destruction of metal washer/dryers, metal light fixtures, metal stoves and 
dishwasher interiors, and metal stands for coffee tables or other related 
items. 

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I8527194E5B6111EC9451000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I8527194E5B6111EC9451000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I8527194E5B6111EC9451000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
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c.  Paper sludge/pulp (Waste Code 471): Likely found as a result 
of fire destruction of books, papers used in home offices, and water used to 
douse those materials. 

d.  Detergent and soap (Waste Code 561): Likely result of fire 
destruction of common household detergents and cleaning agents. 

e. Contaminated soil from site cleanups (Waste Code 611): This can 
apply to any type of soil.  

22. On information and belief, the County Public Health 
Department conducted a survey of soils from the Eaton Fire and the 
Palisades Fire and announced the preliminary results on or about April 
10, 2025.  According to the Department’s News Release of that date:  

“The preliminary findings also indicate localized chemical impacts 
to soil above health-based screening thresholds are present in the 
Palisades fire area, but there is no evidence of widespread 
contamination from fire-related chemicals. 

The County’s soil sampling and analysis, conducted by Roux Inc., 
measured levels of harmful substances that may be present after a 
wildfire—such as heavy metals, polyaromatic hydrocarbons 
(PAHs), and dioxins—on representative soil samples from various 
parcels in different areas and with different property conditions in 
and around the Eaton and Palisades fire areas. Over four weeks 
from mid-February to mid-March, soil samples were collected from 
destroyed, damaged, and intact properties within the burn areas, 
as well as from properties just outside, and compared to current 
residential soil screening level thresholds. A final report and 
analysis will be available in May.” 

23. As to contaminated soils from fire-debris area, the County 
Public Health Department released the “final results” of its soil-testing 
efforts on or about May 9, 2025. According to one summary of those results 
by KABC News: “The results show high levels of lead in the soil and other 
toxic metals on properties already cleaned by the Army Corps.”  (emphasis 
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added); KABC News report: R. Cota: “Final LA County soil sample results 
show higher lead levels in Eaton Fire area than Palisades.” Available on-
line at https://abc7.com/post/final-los-angeles-county-soil-sample-results-
show-higher-lead-levels-eaton-fire-area-palisades/16372320/. 

24. In a separate study conducted by Cal-Tech in and around the 
Eaton Fire area results of above-EPA threshold levels for lead and several 
other compounds were found.  In a preliminary report by Cal-Tech Science 
Exchange entitled “Lead Concentration in Dust and Tap Water in the 
Aftermath of the Eaton Fire” that group reported in part that:  

“On January 8, 2025, the Eaton fire rampaged through Altadena, 
destroying more than 9,000 buildings and taking 17 lives. Because 
more than 90 percent of the houses in Altadena were built before 
1975, many were likely to contain lead-based paint and asbestos, 
materials that have been banned by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) for their danger to human health. In response to the 
growing concerns among the local community, between February 5 
and 13, a team of isotope geochemists from Caltech collected samples 
from 52 houses in areas ranging from deep within the fire zone to 
neighborhoods miles away. The lead concentration data from the 
samples, collected outside and inside these homes, are presented 
below.” 

This report is available on line at: 
https://scienceexchange.caltech.edu/topics/sustainability/ask-expert-
sustainability/ask-expert-fires/francois-tissot-lead-water-soil-ash-
eaton-fire/lead-dust-ash-water-eaton-fire-francois-tissot  

25. The Cal-Tech study of the Eaton Fire (described in Paragraph 
21 above) also studied surface areas after cleanup and reported in part 
that: “About 90 percent of the sampled cleaned surfaces showed Pb levels 
below the EPA limit, indicating that cleaning is often, but not always, 
effective at removing heavy metals from surfaces.” 

26. Waste from the Eaton Fire, including waste collected as part of 
the clean-up efforts at that fire, contains lead wastes. Waste from the 

https://abc7.com/post/final-los-angeles-county-soil-sample-results-show-higher-lead-levels-eaton-fire-area-palisades/16372320/
https://abc7.com/post/final-los-angeles-county-soil-sample-results-show-higher-lead-levels-eaton-fire-area-palisades/16372320/
https://scienceexchange.caltech.edu/topics/sustainability/ask-expert-sustainability/ask-expert-fires/francois-tissot-lead-water-soil-ash-eaton-fire/lead-dust-ash-water-eaton-fire-francois-tissot
https://scienceexchange.caltech.edu/topics/sustainability/ask-expert-sustainability/ask-expert-fires/francois-tissot-lead-water-soil-ash-eaton-fire/lead-dust-ash-water-eaton-fire-francois-tissot
https://scienceexchange.caltech.edu/topics/sustainability/ask-expert-sustainability/ask-expert-fires/francois-tissot-lead-water-soil-ash-eaton-fire/lead-dust-ash-water-eaton-fire-francois-tissot
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Eaton Fire is expressly now permitted to be transported and disposed of 
at the Calabasas Landfill. 

27. On information and belief, there are additionally a number of 
other California listed wastes contained in fire debris waste, including but 
not limited to other compounds detected in the Eaton Fire such as 
cadmium, arsenic and chromium. . The City reserves the right to 
supplement the list of such listed wastes in a subsequent filing. 

28. The DTSC has issued its “DTSC Emergency Guidance on 
Wildfires #1-Fact Sheet” (updated January 2025) which states in part: 
“Ash, charred debris, and other contaminated materials from burned 
structures may be hazardous wastes.” 

29. The Landfill is a Class III landfill. By state law, a Class III 
landfill cannot accept hazardous wastes. (Pub. Res. Code § 40060(d)(1).) 

30. The County states that because “the two-step process utilized 
by the federal agencies in charge of the fire cleanup to remove hazardous 
wastes sent to the Calabasas Landfill, a certification process is in place to 
ensure that only non-hazardous waste from the fires is disposed of at the 
Calabasas Landfills.” But no process can remove hazardous waste, and 
any fire-debris necessarily violates the permit for the Calabasas Landfill 
because the hazardous chemical constituents are inseparable from the 
waste itself.  

THE SPECIFIC MANDATORY DUTIES IMPOSED ON THE 
RESPONDENTS AS OWNER (COUNTY) AND OPERATOR (SAN 
DISTRICT) OF THE LANDFILL 

31. The Landfill is regulated pursuant to the terms of various 
permits and air and water regulations.   

32. The California Department of Resources Recycling and 
Recovery, also known as CalRecycle agency, working with a “Local 
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Enforcement Agency”, issued a Solid Waste Facility Permit No 19-AA-
0056 dated April 4, 2016 for the Landfill (“Permit”). CalRecycle has a 
specific division, its Waste Permitting, Compliance and Mitigation 
Division (WPCM), that specifically deals with regulating solid waste 
landfills such as the Calabasas Landfill. A true and correct copy of the 
Permit is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.  

33. The Permit contained as Exhibit 1 is subject to various five-
year reviews. The last such review took place between March and August 
2024 and resulted in no significant changes to the Permit itself.  

34. The five-year review for the Permit did also include a revision 
to the JTD, which is now entitled: “Calabasas Landfill Joint Technical 
document dated March 2024. A true and correct copy of page 1 and sections 
8.11 and 8.12 of the current version of the JTD is attached as Exhibit 2. 

35. The Permit imposes the following legal mandatory duties on 
Respondents as the Landfill owner and operator: 

Permit Condition Permit 
Reference 

Ex. 1 page 
Reference 

Permit Maximum Tonnage: 3,500 
Tons per Day (TPD) 

4. 
Specifications:   

(4) c; see Sec. 
17.C.1 

Page 1 for Sec. 
4.c. 

Page 5 for Sec. 
17.C.1 

Prohibitions: The permittee is 
prohibited from accepting the 
following wastes: “Hazardous, 
radioactive, untreated medical, 
liquid, designate, sludge. . . or other 
wastes requiring special treatment 
or handling. . .” 

14. Prohibitions Page 2 

“The Calabasas Landfill generally 
does not accept clean loads of dirt 

Calabasas 
Landfill Joint 

Ex. 2 Page 108, 
Sec. 7.5.4. 
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Permit Condition Permit 
Reference 

Ex. 1 page 
Reference 

free of charge since the site has an 
adequate amount of on-site soil to 
provide for cover needs in the near 
term. The need for dirt import will 
be assessed periodically. However, 
when the landfill does accept dirt, 
the loads are inspected for oil 
contamination prior to acceptance.” 

Technical 
Document 
Section 7.5.4 

Self-monitoring: “The 
owner/operator shall submit the 
results of all self-monitoring 
programs to the Local Enforcement 
Agency within 15 days of the end of 
the reporting period.” 

Self-monitoring Programs include: 
16.c: 

“The types and quantities of 
hazardous wastes, medical wastes, 
or otherwise prohibited wastes 
found in the waste stream and the 
disposition of those wastes.” 

Section 16-Self-
Monitoring 

Id. at Sec. 16c. 

 

P. 3 

Permit--LEA Conditions-
A.Standard Conditions 

“1. The operator shall comply with 
all State Minimum Standards for 
solid waste handling and disposal as 
specified in Title 27, California Code 
of Regulations.” 

Section 17, Part 
A.1 

P. 4  

Cal. Code of Regulations, Title 27 
Sec. 20870(a) 

(a) Owners and operators of all 
MSWLF [Municipal Solid Waste 
Land Fill] units must implement a 

Cal. Code of 
Reg. Title 27, 
Sec. 20870 
[incorporated by 

Incorporated by 
reference in P.4 
of Permit; 

Cal Code of Reg. 
section is Ex. 2 
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Permit Condition Permit 
Reference 

Ex. 1 page 
Reference 

program for detecting and 
preventing the disposal of regulated 
hazardous wastes as defined in 40 
CFR Part 261 and polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCB) wastes as defined 
in 40 CFR Part 761. 

reference into 
Permit] 

to amended writ 
petition. 

“1. Operational controls shall be 
established to preclude the receipt 
and disposal of volatile organic 
chemicals or other types of 
prohibited wastes: 

c. The operator shall comply with the 
approved Hazardous Waste 
Screening Program as described in 
the current JTD[ Joint Technical 
Document]. .  . .  .  

Permit Sec. 17, 
Part B—
Particular 
Requirements 

P. 5 

“A random load-checking program to 
monitor for hazardous waste is 
conducted at the site. Each day, 
loads at the landfill are randomly 
selected for inspection and examined 
in detail by trained inspectors in 
accordance with the SWFP [Solid 
Waste Facility Permit] 
requirements. 

2024 JTD. 

See Permit Sec. 
17B. (c) and 
(c)(1) 
(referencing 
JTD Hazardous 
Waste 
Screening 
Program) 

See also, Cal. 
Code of 
Regulations, 
Title 27 Sec. 
20870(a) 

Ex. 2 at p. 8-7. 

Ex. 1 at p. 5 

36. Respondents must also ensure traffic flow into, on, and out of 
the disposal site is controlled so as not to interfere with and contribute to 
safety problems with traffic on adjacent public streets or roads. 
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THE RESPONDENTS’ BREACH OF THEIR MANDATORY 
REGULATORY DUTIES UNDER THE PERMIT  

37. Respondents County and San District have breached their 
statutory duties to ensure that only non-hazardous waste from the fire 
debris wastes is deposited at the Landfill.  

38. Respondents breached their duty to limit the volume wastes 
coming into the Landfill.  As Mr. Carlos Orozco, the Refuse Site 
Superintendent for the Landfill, testified in April 2025: 

Q And what is the current tonnage  limit per day at the Calabasas Landfill?  
 A [Mr. Orozco] 5,000.  
Q How long has the Calabasas Landfill been accepting up to 5,000 tons per day of waste?  
A Since the 31st of last month.  
Q So beginning April 1st?  
 A No, 31st. March 31st is when we first started. It’s on a Monday. 
1 Q Right. March 31st was a Monday. So 
2 since March 31st, the Landfill has had the capacity 
3 to accept up to 5,000 tons per day; correct? 
4 A Correct.   

 
39. To date, the San District has stated, as to the Landfill:  

“This facility can take Disaster-related waste, including fire debris 
that is certified as having hazardous waste removed.”  
 

40. In fact, the “Certificates” referenced by the San District’s 
website are completely inadequate to certify by any competent individual 
that the fire-debris wastes transported and disposed of at the Landfill are 
free of any hazardous wastes. 

41. Mr. Orozco testified that there are at least two types of 
Certificates the Landfill accepts: Those prepared by a contractor, ECC, 
and those provided by individuals who have chosen to opt-out of the debris 
removal provided by the Army Corps.  Although Mr. Orozco testified that 
he thought that ECC certificates contained a “statement” by the EPA, he 
was unable to whether to state if  in fact the EPA signed such a certificate 
or what review that Agency did prior to the alleged “signature.” 
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Q And does that certification contain to your knowledge, a statement by the US EPA?  
 A Yes.  
Q Signed by someone at the US EPA?  
A Don’t know.  
 Q Do you know who at the US EPA reviewed that certification before its handed over to the Calabasas Landfill operator?  
 A No. 

 
42. In fact, there are at least three types of certificates that are 

either signed or not signed, some dated, some undated, and none bearing 
the signature or other formal imprimatur of the EPA or the Army  Corps. 
The three basic types of certificates are: 

a. Certificates drafted by a contractor to the Army Corps, ECC, 
that are entitled “Calabasas Landfill: Eaton Fire and Pacific Palisades 
Disaster Related Water Declaration-Hazardous Waste Certification.” The 
ECC certificates state in part a “CALIFORNIA WILDFIRE RESPONSE-
FIRE DEBRIS DISPOSAL DISCLAIMER”: “After completing a sweep of 
each [fire-damaged] property, the Army Corps and their contractor will 
ship the fire debris material to the landfill being deemed non-hazardous 
without testing based on an existing study or exemption.”  (Exhibit 3 
[emphasis added]. The ECC certificate form further provides in part that: 
“. . . the State of California has agreed to indemnify and hold harmless the 
United States for any claims arising from the removal and disposal of all 
debris disposed of under this application.” (Id.) The ECC Certificates do 
not contain a place for a date or signature, but some of those Certificates 
bear the signature of truck drivers delivering their loads to the Landfill.   
The ECC Certificate does not provide any guarantee, warranty, or 
representation by the Army Corps. The County (not the Army Corps or 
ECC) added the last sentence to the second paragraph of the Hazardous 
Waste Certificate, i.e., the County added to the ECC Certificate the words: 
“Hazardous materials and wastes will not be part of the fire debris waste 
stream designated for disposal at Calabasas Landfill.”  ECC accepted this 
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insertion and sent the new “revised Hazardous Waste Certification” with 
the requested information added” in an email dated February 13, 2025. 
That email came only after ECC received a prior email from Mr. Bryan 
Langpap of the San District requesting the additional language. This 
email exchange was produced by the County in discovery in this 
case.(LACSD 000099-00000 XX) 
 b.  Certificates prepared by the City of Malibu that are entitled: 
“Certificate of Completion” that purport to certify that a specific fire-
damaged home has “successfully completed the Broad Fire Clean-Up 
Phase 1: Asbestos survey and Household Hazardous Waste Removal” that 
bear the signature of Yolanda Bundy, Environmental Sustainability 
Director/Building Official of the City of Malibu and a date. These 
Certificates do not reference the Army Corps or ECC and they do not 
reference any “Phase 2” removal work (if any) done by either of those 
entities. (Exhibit 4). The City of Malibu’s certificate does not come with 
any statement about a complete removal of all hazardous waste, and the 
term “household hazardous waste” is a discrete term that is limited to 
wastes created by household cleaning or similar operations. The DTSC 
defines household hazardous waste as: “Household hazardous waste 
(HHW) is a waste generated by you as a resident and household.” This is 
distinct from wastes created by a fire that might burn normally used items 
(such as Teflon pans) and create a separate category of wastes.  
 c.  Certificates prepared by separate contractors to individual 
home-owners who have “opted out” of the debris clearance program 
conducted  by the Army Corps or its contractor and instead have arranged 
for a separate home-owner directed removal process. These certificates 
contain a first page (only) of a County Public Works Department form 
entitled: “Permit Type: Fire Debris Removal” and “Permit Class: Eaton 
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and Palisades Fire Debris Removal.” The first page of this Certificate 
bears a date and a reference to a specific residence. The Certificate 
contains requirements that the home owner (or his or her contractor) 
notify the Department of Public Works after the disposal and appear to 
reference at the bottom of the page something called “4. House Hazardous 
Waste Removal” but the Certificate as presented to the Landfill does not 
contain any further statement (typed or otherwise) about the latter 
process. (Exhibit 5). 

43. None of these certificates reference any EPA “survey” or 
“screening” of hazardous wastes at fire-debris sites, or even mention the 
term “Environmental Protection Agency” or “EPA.” 

44. As Mr. Orozco testified, after ECC’s truck driver presents its 
form Certificate, no further random inspection is done by the Landfill. On 
information and belief, the same “no further inspection” rule also applies 
to the other certificates based on a site visit by the City’s contractor, EEC 
Environmental (a different entity than ECC) on April 17, 2025. Rather, as 
observed during that site visit (obtained only after a formal discovery 
request), “opt-out” sourced waste was ultimately commingled with “ECC-
sourced” waste in one large dumping area.   

45.  A true and correct picture of fire debris waste being 
dumped into a single area of the Landfill based on the April 17, 2025 site 
visit is attached below. This picture, taken by EEC Environmental staff, 
shows large objects including tree (green waste debris) and visible parts of 
other objects including pipes laying on the top of the Landfill floor. 
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46. A detailed picture taken by EEC staff on April 17, 2025 shows 
the complete mixture of large and small items from fire-debris waste 
commingled in one single load at the Landfill floor. 

47. In sum, the variety and lack of consistency in the certificate 
process, the lack of any reference to the EPA in any of the certificates, the 
lack of any formal signature and dating process for any of the certificates 
and the failure of the Landfill operator, the San District, to conduct any 
further random (or other) inspection of the fire-debris wastes contained in 
any mixed loads of large and small items demonstrates that the effort of 
Respondents to defer to a pre-printed Certificate fails to meet any of the 
regulatory standards under the Solid Waste Facility Permit issued to the 
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Respondents.  As such, the procedures used by the San District to prevent 
the disposal of hazardous waste at the Landfill clearly fails to ensure the 
San District is complying with its mandatory duty of not allowing 
hazardous materials and waste to be disposed of at the Landfill.   

48. Indeed, the only proposed “enforcement” mechanism suggested 
by the San District is a $500.00 fine (as to waste brought but not unloaded) 
at the Landfill. On information and belief, the alternative cost of 
transporting waste to a Class I landfill, which is permitted to accept 
hazardous waste, would be far greater than a $500.00 fine because the 
price per ton of waste for disposal at a Class I landfill is much greater than 
the price per ton of waste at Calabasas ($90.40).  

49. Given the economic differential between costs per ton of 
disposal of hazardous waste at a Class I landfill and the costs per ton of 
disposal of “non-hazardous waste” at a Class III landfill such as 
Calabasas, the Respondents have effectively created a strong economic 
incentive to lie and cheat. That is, if they accept in a “pass-the-buck” 
fashion a certificate by a third-party vendor eager to dispose of its fire 
debris waste that all hazardous materials have been removed, then the 
Respondents have created an enormous opportunity to evade state 
hazardous waste laws and regulations. 

50. The Board of Supervisors voted to approve: (a) expansion of the 
aerial scope of fire debris wastes going to the Landfill and effectively 
override an existing Ordinance No. 91-0003 that limited to just the 
Calabasas wasteshed area wastes that could be sent to the Landfill; (b) 
allow this change to be “effective immediately and continuing for six (6) 
months initially and (c) recognize that the Landfill’s waste permit limiting 
tonnage per day may be modified. This vote by the Board of Supervisors 
approving the expansion of the amount of Tons Per Day (TPD) was taken 
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on February 18, 2025. There was, however, no indication at the Board vote 
or any staff letter preceding that vote that the Permit itself had been 
modified to allow for the expanded amount of TPD waste from 3,500 to up 
to 5,000 TPD.  

51. Respondents claim, notwithstanding that the Calabasas 
Landfill cannot accept hazardous materials or hazardous wastes, the State 
Water Resources Control Board, Order WQ 2020-0004-DWQ regarding 
General Waste Discharge Requirements for Disaster-Related Wastes 
dated February 18, 2020 (“SWRCB Order”) authorizes Respondents to 
accept any and all fire debris and other disaster-related wastes from 
disaster areas during a declared state of emergency.  

52. The SWRCB Order specifically states: “Disaster-related waste 
management operations that create, or contribute to, a condition of 
pollution or nuisance are prohibited” and “Disaster-related waste 
management operations that create, or contribute to, conditions that 
violate applicable Basin Plan waste discharge prohibitions are 
prohibited.”   

53. However, a recent groundwater monitoring well report from 
the San District to the Los Angeles County Regional Water Quality 
Control Board at the Landfill, the Calabasas Landfill Combined Second 
Semiannual 2024 and Annual 2024 Water Quality Monitoring and 
Corrective Action Program Progress Report (Order No. R4-2009-0088, File 
No. 68-118, CA-4992) dated January 31, 2025 (“Water Quality Report”), 
detected concentration limit exceedances of hexavalent chromium, 
chloride, and other hazardous materials and toxic chemicals at certain 
groundwater monitoring wells oat the Landfill. A true and correct copy of 
relevant portions of the Water Quality Report (pages 1,15-17) is attached 
hereto as Exhibit 6.  
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54. The concentration limit exceedances of hexavalent chromium, 
chloride, and other hazardous materials and toxic chemicals indicate a  
degradation and/or compromisation of the composite liners, the required 
barriers for Class III landfills, at the Landfill. A degraded  or compromised 
liner or barrier at a the Landfill would preclude the Landfill from 
accepting disaster-related wastes and fire debris, because the degraded 
liner, or lack of a liner is not authorized under Title 27 of the California 
Code of Regulations. Furthermore, the SWRCB Order also confirms that 
“permanent disposal is only authorized to lined waste management units 
operating pursuant to CCR, Title 27. Therefore, no degradation of water 
quality is authorized under this General Order. Coverage under this 
General Order can be terminated if conditions are not met.” (SWRCB 
Order, Paragraph 14 [page 3].)  

55. Accordingly, Respondents are not fulfilling their mandator 
duty if they continue to accept fire-debris into the Landfill with a degraded 
or compromised liner and contributing to the degradation of quality or 
contributing to any other pollution or public nuisance.  

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 
(WRIT OF MANDATE AGAINST ALL 

RESPONDENTS/DEFENDANTS) 
56. The City incorporates Paragraphs 1-52 as if fully set forth 

herein. 
57. A writ of mandate is necessary in this case because the City has 

no plain, speedy and adequate remedy at law. This is so for several reasons: 
(a) if hazardous waste is admitted to the Landfill any subsequent judicial 
order would be inadequate to attempt to segregate the up to 5,000 TPD of 
waste received at the Landfill from ordinary non-hazardous wastes; (b) if 
hazardous waste is admitted to the Landfill it could be subject to winds and 
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aerial dispersion into the nearby schools and residences and cause 
irreparable injury to human health and the environment. In addition, there 
may be exposure through releases of the collected waste via migration to 
the local groundwater. The groundwater testing by the San District of 
“boundary wells” already demonstrates releases from the Landfill of 
hazardous substances including hexavalent chromium and 1,4-dioxane. 

58. Respondents, as the owner and operator respectively of the 
Landfill are the appropriate entities to whom the writ should be directed as 
they directly control use and operation of the Landfill. 

59. A writ pursuant to Section 1085 of the Code of Civil Procedure 
is appropriate to compel an act that is required under the HWCA (H&S 
Code, Chapter 6.5), and to ensure compliance with the existing Title V 
permit issued by the AQMD for this facility No. 42514 and Rule 3200.  

60. The law specifically enjoins the deposit of hazardous waste at a 
Class III landfill, but in this case Respondents are directly ignoring that 
requirement. Alternatively, Respondents are blithely accepting 
“certificates” of compliance by third-party sources without any independent 
verification or quality assurance/quality control measures. 

61. As demonstrated by the San District’s 2023 report to the South 
Coast Air Quality Management District, the Landfill is an existing source 
of “particulate matter.”  If no injunction is issued to mandate compliance 
with the HWCA, then the Landfill could be a much larger source of 
particulate matter emissions that would reach local schools and residences. 
Those emissions, particularly if they included aerial dispersion of 
hazardous wastes, could impair human health and the environment. 

62. Scientific studies have demonstrated the known association 
between landfills and adverse health effects to humans. Such studies 
include A. Siddiqua, J. Hahladakis, W. Al-Attiya, “An overview of 
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environmental pollution and health effects associated with waste 
landfilling and open dumping” 29 Environmental Science and Pollution 
Research 58514-58636 (July 2022).  

63. In this case, LA County’s own Public Health Department has 
found that: “Whereas, the combustion of building materials such as siding, 
roofing tiles, and insulation result in dangerous ash that may contain 
asbestos, heavy metals, and other hazardous substances. . .” Moreover, the 
LA County Public Health Department has now published findings showing 
that in fact (not just a possibility) lead and other hazardous substances are 
located at above public health screening levels in the Palisades and Eaton 
Fire areas.  

64. The potential for adverse human health effects will significantly 
increase if the Landfill starts to accept large volumes of fire debris waste 
that is not adequately and directly screened by Respondents to prevent the 
disposal of hazardous wastes. 
/ / / 
/ / / 
/ / / 
/ / / 
/ / / 
/ / / 
/ / / 
/ / / 
/ / / 
/ / / 
/ / / 
/ / / 
/ / /  
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF 
 WHEREFORE, the City prays for judgment against the County of Los 
Angeles, the County Sanitation District No.2 of the County of Los Angeles 
and ROES 1- 10, inclusive, as follows: 
 1. For a granting of the Petition for a Writ of Mandate 
commanding the Respondents to: 
  a.  Vacate and rescind any approvals, decisions, or website 
announcements suggesting acceptance of any fire debris waste at the 
Calabasas Landfill until such time as the Respondents have developed 
processes and procedures to ensure that the fire debris to be disposed of at 
the Landfill does not contain any hazardous wastes. 
  b. That Respondents are mandated to provide evidence of 
compliance with all of the terms of the Solid Waste Facility Permit for the 
Landfill, including but not limited to: 
  c.  Compliance with all Special Conditions contained on page 
5 of the Permit—including but not limited to inspection of any fire-debris 
waste load that there is “any reason to believe the loads may contain 
prohibited wastes”; 
  d.  Compliance with the Hazardous Waste Screening 
Procedures set forth in the 2024 JTD section 8.11; 
  e.  Compliance with the record-keeping procedures set forth 
in the 2024 JTD Section 8.12; 
  f.  Demonstration that all facility personnel are trained prior 
to assignment and prior to inspecting random truck loads pursuant to the 
Hazardous Waste Screening Procedures set forth in the 2024 JTD, section 
8.11; 
  g. Isolation of and subsequent re-transfer of any detected 
hazardous waste after the screening process pursuant to the 2024 JTD at 
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p. 8-7: “If concealed loads of hazardous waste are found at the landfill, the
loads are transferred by licensed haulers to an appropriate hazardous
waste disposal site.”;

2. For actual costs and reasonable attorneys’ fees pursuant to Civil
Procedure Code Section 1021.5 for enforcement of an important public right 
affecting the public interest against two public entities; and 

3. For such other and further relief as the Court may deem proper
and just. 

DATED:  May 12, 2025 ALESHIRE & WYNDER, LLP 
PAM K. LEE 
NORMAN A. DUPONT 
JOHN FOX 
DEREK T. MATTHEWS 
CODY S. PARKER 

By: 
NORMAN A. DUPONT 
Attorneys for Petitioner and Plaintiff, 
CITY OF CALABASAS 
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Facility Permit Number: 

SOLID WASTE FACILITY PERMIT 19-AA -0056 

1. Name and Street Address of Facility: 2. Name and Mailing Address of Operator: 3. Name and Mailing Address of Owner: 

Calabasas Landfill County Sanitation District No. 2 Los Angeles County 
5300 Lost Hills Road of Los Angeles County Chief Executive Office 
Agoura, California 91301 P.O. Box 4998 500 W. Temple St., Room 754 

Whittier, California 90607 Los Angeles, CA 90012 

4. Specifications: 

a. Permitted Operations: �~� Solid Waste Disposal Site %¡� Transformation Facility 

%¡� Transfer/Processing Facility (MRF) 

%¡� Other: --
%¡� Composting Facility /Green Material 

b. Permitted Hours of Operation: Monday through Saturday 

Receipt of Refuse ....... ................ ....... .... .... .. .... .... .... ... .... ...... .. .. . ... 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
Ancillary Operations ·····•··· · · · .... .... .. . ........ . . ........ .. . ..... ... ... ..... .... . .. 5:30 AM to 7:00 PM 

c. Permitted Maximum Tonnage: ..... ........ ····· ·········•· ··· ····· ... .. ..... . . 3,500* Tons per Day(* see page 5, part 17.C. I) 

d. Permitted Traffic Volume: . . .. . . . . .. . .... . NIA vehicles per day 

e. Key Design Parameters (Detailed parameters are shown on site plans bearing EA and CalRecycle validations): 

Total Disposal Transfer Composting Transformation 

Permitted Area (acres) 491* 305 

Design Capacity (cu.yds) 69.3 million 

Max. Elevation (ft.MSL) 1,360 

Max. Depth (ft.MSL) NIA 

Estimated Closure Date 
2029* 

*see page 5 part C, Specifications 

Upon a significant change in design or operation from that described herein, this permit is subject to revocation or suspension. The attached findings 
and conditions are integral parts of this permit and supersede the conditions of any previously issued solid waste facility permit. 

5. Approval 

If~~ 
6. Local Enforcement Agency: 

County of Los Angeles 
Approving Officer Signature Department of Public Health 

Solid Waste Management Program 
Dorcas Hanson-Lugo. Chief Pennitting and Surveill ance 5050 Commerce Dri ve 

Solid Waste Management Program Baldwin Park, California 91706 
(626) 430-5540 

7. Date Received by CalRecycle: 8. CalRecycle Concurrence Date: 

March 25, 2016 April 4, 2016 

9. Permit Issued Date: 10. Permit Review Due Date: 11. Owner/Operator Transfer Date: 

Apri l 4, 2016 August 9, 2029 NIA 

�~� 
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2 
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SOLID WASTE FACILITY PERMIT Facility Permit Number: 

19-AA-0056 

12. Legal Description of Facility: 

The Calabasas Landfill is located in the unincorporated area of western Los Angeles County, north of the Ventura Freeway (US IOI). 
The legal description of the site is found in Exhibit 1 (2014) of Appendix D (Sixth Amendment to the Amended Joint Powers 
Agreement, July 22, 2014), in the Joint Technical Document (JTD) for Calabasas Landfill. 

13. Findings: 

a. A Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan was approved by the former California Integrated Waste Management Board 
(CIWMB) now the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle) on June 23, 1999. Pursuant to Public 
Resources Code (PRC), section 5000 I (a)( I), this facility is identified in the Countywide Siting Element which has been 
approved pursuant to PRC Section 41721. 

b. This permit is consistent with the standards adopted by the Cal Recycle, pursuant to PRC 440 I 0. 

c. The design and operation of the facility is consistent with the State Minimum Standards for Solid Waste Handling and Disposal 
as determined by the Local Enforcement Agency (LEA), pursuant to PRC 44009. 

d. The local fire protection agency (Los Angeles County Fire Department, Station No. 125, located on Las Virgenes Road, 
Calabasas) has determined that the facility is in conformance with applicable fire standards, pursuant to PRC, 44151. 

e. A Notice of Exemption was filed with the County Clerk on December 16, 2014 for existing ancillary hours. 

f. This permit does not supplant or modify local land use entitlements or local agencies' authority to enforce local entitlements. It 
is recognized by the LEA that the operator must comply with the provisions of the Integrated Waste Management Act (IWMA), 
state regulations and the terms and conditions of this permit as well as other regulatory requirements and applicable local land 
use measures which govern the operator's activities at the site. If the requirements inadvertently overlap, it is expected that the 
operator will comply with the more stringent requirement in order to maintain compliance. Non-compliance with another 
agency requirement may not constitute a violation of this permit, the IWMA, or state regulations. 

14. Prohibitions 

The permittee is prohibited from accepting the following wastes: 

Hazardous, radioactive, untreated medical, liquid, designated, sludge, large dead animals or other wastes requiring special 
treatment or handling, except as identified in the current Joint Technical Document and approved amendments thereto and as 
approved by the enforcement agency and other federal, state, and local agencies. 

15. The following documents also describe the operation of this facility: 

Document Date Document Date 
February 2016 (and any 

Joint Technical Document (JTD) subsequent amendments Joint Powers Agreement (6th amendment) July 22, 2014 
approved by the LEA) 

Notice of Exemption (Ancillary hours) December 16, 20 I 4 Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. 
July 16, 2009 R4-2009-0088 

Notice of Exemption (Perimeter probes) December I I, 2009 Closure/Post-closure Financial 
January 21, 2016 Responsibility 

Several Notice of Exemptions for various 
NPS Special Use Permit #PWR-SAMO- Nov 14, 2013 to types of projects - See JTD Appendix G 1980-2014 

for list 
5700-2013-KO 15 Nov 14, 2018 

Corrective Action Plan and cost Feb 2014 Preliminary Closure and Post-Closure 
Oct 2015 estimates updated Oct 2015 Maintenance Plan 
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SOLID WASTE FACILITY PERMIT Facility Permit Number: 

19-AA-0056 

16. Self-Monitoring: 

The owner/operator shall submit the results of all self-monitoring programs to the Local Enforcement Agency within 15 days of 
the end of the reporting period (for example, / 51 quarter = January- March, the report is due by April 15, etc.. Information 
required on an annual basis shall be submitted with the 4th quarter monitoring report, unless otherwise stated.) 

PROGRAMS I REPORTING FREQUENCY 

a. The types and quantities of non-hazardous wastes, including separated or 
commingled recyclables materials received each day. (see 17.A. I 2) 

b. The types and quantities of materials received each day for use as 
alternative daily cover or other beneficial reuses (must include how the 
material was or will be beneficially reused) and the quantity of soils 
received from off-site sources for use as cover material. (see 17 .A.12) 

C. The types and quantities of hazardous wastes, medical wastes, or 
otherwise prohibited wastes found in the waste stream and the 
disposition of these wastes. 

d. All incidents of unlawful disposal of prohibited materials and the Monthly 
operator's actions taken. Indicate those incidents which occurred as a 
result of the random load checking program. Incidents, as used here, (Due 15 days following the end 
means that the hauler or producer of the prohibited materials is known. of each reporting period) 

e. Reports of all special/unusual occurrences and the operator's actions 
taken to correct these occurrences. (see condition 17.A.9) 

f. The number of vehicles using the facility per day and per week. 

g. Copies of all written complaints regarding this facility and the operator's 
actions taken to resolve these complaints. (see condition 17.A.4) 

h. Record of receipt of a Notice of Violation from any regulatory agency. 
In addition, the operator shall notify the LEA within 24 hours following 
receipt of a Notice of Violation or upon receipt of notification of 
complaints regarding the facility, which have been received by other 
agencies. 

i. An estimate of the remaining capacity (in cubic yards and tons), and the 
Quarterly remaining life of the existing permitted site in years and months. 

j. Results of the landfill gas monitoring control program. 

k. Topographical map* showing all current fill locations and elevations. 

I. Topographical map* which indicates all cuts into native material from Annually 
the (Due January 15th) 
Previous year to the present date. 

* Topographical maps shall be drawn to a scale no smaller than one inch 
= 200 feet unless otherwise approved by the LEA. 
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SOLID WASTE FACILITY PERMIT Facility Permit Number: 

19-AA-0056 

17. LEA Conditions: 

A. Standard Requirements: 

l. The operator shall comply with all State Minimum Standards for solid waste handling and disposal as specified in Title 
27, California Code of Regulations. 

2. Additional information concerning the design and operation of this facility shall be furnished upon request and within 
the time frame specified by the LEA. 

3. A copy of this permit and current JTD, as amended and approved by the LEA, shall be maintained at the facility so as to 
be available at all times to facility personnel and the LEA. 

4. Notification to the LEA on the same day for any written complaints received or any complaint called into the facility . 

5. This permit is subject to review by the LEA and may be temporarily suspended or revoked at any time for sufficient 
cause, in accordance with Division 30 of PRC, Part 4, Chapter 4, Article 2, Section 44305 et seq. and associated 
regulations. 

6. The LEA reserves the right to suspend or modify waste receiving and handling operations due to an emergency, a 
potential health hazard, or the creation of a public nuisance. 

7. Any change that would cause the design or operation of the facility not to conform to the terms and conditions of this 
permit is prohibited. Such a change may be considered a significant change, requiring a permit revision. In no case 
shall the operator implement any change without first submitting a written notice of the proposed change, in the fonn of 
an RFI amendment, to the LEA at least l 80 days in advance of the change. 

8. The operator and/or owner shall notify the LEA of any plans to encumber, sell, transfer, or convey the operation or 
ownership to a new operator or owner, at least 45 days prior to the anticipated transfer, by written certification, 
including information deemed sufficient by the CalRecycle and the LEA. If the facility will not be operated in 
compliance with the terms and conditions of this pennit, the new owner and/or operator shall be required to file an 
application for a revision of this permit. 

9. The operator shall maintain a log of special/unusual occurrences. The log shall include, but not be limited to, fires, 
landslides, earthquake damage, unusual and sudden settlement, injury and property damage accidents, explosions, 
receipt or rejection of non-permitted wastes, flooding, operational shutdowns and other unusual occurrences. Include a 
summary of the actions taken to mitigate the occurrence. The operator shall maintain this log at the facility so as to be 
available at all times to site personnel and LEA personnel. Any entries of special/unusual occurrences made in this log 
must be reported to the LEA within 24 hours. Call the duty officer, County of Los Angeles, Department of Public 
Health, Solid Waste Management Program at (626) 430-5540. 

I 0. The operator shall immediately report any incidental receipt of untreated medical waste to the California Department of 
Public Health (CDPH) Medical Waste Management Program at (213) 977-6877 or (213) 977-7379. 

11 . The operator shall provide training to their personnel to educate them in the identification of medical waste as well as 
the proper action to take in the event this type of waste is identified at the site. 

12. The site operator shall maintain at the facility all records of weights accepted in a form and manner approved by the 
LEA for a minimum of three years. Such records shall be submitted to the LEA and CalRecycle upon request. 
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SOLID WASTE FACILITY PERMIT Facility Permit Number: 

19-AA-0056 

B. Particular Requirements: 

I. Operational controls shall be established to preclude the receipt and disposal of volatile organic chemicals or other types of 
prohibited wastes: 

a. The operator shall install and maintain an operational, calibrated radiation detector at the scales to detect radioactive 
materials, at all times, during the hours of receipt of solid waste. 

b. Incidents of receipt of suspected radioactive materials, or warnings from the radiation detector, shall be reported immediately 
to the County of Los Angeles, Department of Public Health, Radiation Management Program at (213) 351-7897 and the 
LEA. 

c. The operator shall comply with the approved Hazardous Waste Screening Program as described in the current JTD. Any 
changes in this program must be approved by the LEA prior to implementation. The following Solid Waste Facility Permit 
conditions supplement the Hazardous Waste Screening Program: 

(I) Waste vehicle loads are to be randomly inspected. A minimum of one (I) load-check shall be conducted for every 500 tons 
of municipal solid waste, or portion thereof, received at the facility during each operating day. The operator shall inspect all 
waste vehicle loads if there is any reason to believe the loads may contain prohibited wastes. 

(2) The LEA may increase the required number of incoming waste load inspections if it has reason to believe that the number 
currently required is inadequate to ensure compliance with the regulations and protection of the public health and safety and 
the environment. 

(3) At all times when facility operations are underway, an attendant or attendants shall be present to supervise the loading and 
unloading of solid waste and other materials. All working disposal areas shall be under continual visual inspection by facility 
personnel, such as spotters, equipment operators, and supervisors. 

(4) Facility personnel and new employees performing duties required by the Hazardous Waste Screening Program shall be 
trained prior to assignment. The training must include, but is not limited to, how to recognize hazardous waste and other 
prohibited waste, the proper method of containment, and the reporting requirements of this program. Facility personnel are 
to be retrained on an annual basis and updated as needed. 

(5) Incidents of unlawful disposal of prohibited materials shall be reported to the LEA monthly as described in the monitoring 
section of this permit. In addition, the following agencies shall be notified at once of any incidents of illegal hazardous 
materials disposal: 
(a) Duty officer, Los Angeles County Fire Department, Health Hazardous Materials Division at (323) 890-4045. 
(b) Environmental Crimes Division, Los Angeles County District Attorney at (213) 580-3273. 
(c) California Highway Patrol at (800) 835-5247 or (818) 240-8200. 

(6) Any hazardous materials thus found shall be set aside in a secured area to await proper disposition following notification of 
the producer (if known) and the appropriate governmental agencies. 

2. The LEA reserves the right to require the operator to provide more stringent dust and odor control measures, if the proposed 
dust and odor control measures identified in the current JTD prove to be inadequate or ineffective. 

C. Specifications: 

1. The facility shall not receive more than the maximum permitted daily tonnage of3,500 TPD of solid waste without a revision 
of this permit. This limit includes solid waste that is beneficially reused consistent with Title 27 CCR Section 20686, but do 
not include soil received for cover material as specified in Title 14 CCR Section 1880 I. l. 

2. The Estimated Closure date specified on Page I, Section 4 (e) of this permit is based on the capacity of the site, waste flow 
projections and assumptions. Refer to the approved JTD on file for updated information. 

3. Three of the 23 monitoring perimeter probes are now incorporated into the solid waste facility permitted boundary through 
Easement Deeds for the purpose of probe maintenance and monitoring for methane gas migration. Detailed information 
regarding these probes and the easements is included in the approved JTD on file. 
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8.0 DISPOSAL CONTROLS 

The disposal site is designed to minimize the propagation or harborage of flies, rodents or other vectors, 
and the creation of nuisances by reason of solid wastes being deposited at the site.  Controls as described 
in Section 8.0 are in place to protect public health and safety in accordance with 27 CCR §21600(b)(7)(A). 

8.1 Nuisance Control 

A number of comprehensive programs are employed at the Calabasas Landfill to protect surrounding 
neighbors from potential nuisances.  Each of these programs is presented in the sections that follow.  During 
regular business hours, public complaints or concerns can be called in to the Solid Waste Management 
Department at the Joint Administration Office in Whittier, California at (562) 908-4288 or to the site at 
(818) 889-0363.  After business hours on weekends, or on holidays, the Sanitation Districts operate a 24-
hour odor complaint “hotline” at (562) 692-5628.  When a complaint is received, it is promptly investigated 
to confirm and identify the source of the problem.  If requested, the caller is notified after the situation is 
remedied.  The complaint is entered into a special complaint log that is kept at the Calabasas Landfill.  Each 
complaint that is received is documented in a monthly report that is sent to the LEA.  

8.2 Fire Control 

The Sanitation Districts operate the landfill and design and construct ancillary facilities in compliance with 
the Los Angeles County’s Fire Prevention regulations.  In addition, the Calabasas Landfill is operated in a 
manner to reduce or eliminate any fire hazards resulting from the placement of refuse.  In the event of a 
fire, site water vehicles are dispatched to the fire area to begin fire control.  Local fire departments are 
alerted, if necessary.  Fire hydrants are located at the flare station and near the scale area.  Bare ground is 
maintained around the disposal areas to provide a firebreak, and a reclaimed water supply system is 
available on-site to fill water vehicles.  Caution is always exercised around brush-covered areas.   

8.3 Liquids Control  

The subdrain/underdrain system, subsurface barrier extraction system, LCRS, and landfill gas condensate 
collection system are described in Section 5.  Liquids collected from the subdrain/underdrain system, and 
the subsurface barrier extraction system are treated to remove VOCs prior to reuse.  Liquids from the LCRS 
are reintroduced as described in Section 5.2.2.  Condensate from the landfill gas collection system is treated 
to remove VOCs and the UASB system, prior to discharge to the sewer or reintroduction.   

8.4 Dust Control 

Extremely dusty loads are not admitted to the landfill unless they have been thoroughly wetted.  A citation 
system has been implemented to control the disposal of dusty materials, and repeat violations cause denial 
of disposal privileges. 
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Throughout the working day, especially during dry or windy weather, the disposal area, excavation area, 
and haul roads are sprayed with water to minimize dust.  Permanent roads are paved to reduce dust 
production and swept on a periodic basis.  Semi-permanent roads are constructed with crushed asphalt.  
Native vegetation is used in some areas to stabilize the topsoil, and large-grained soils are selected whenever 
possible for the road and operating areas in order to reduce dust. 

8.5 Vector Control  

Integrated controls consisting of a limited working face area, refuse compaction, application of daily and 
intermediate cover, use of suspended wires, planting of vegetation in completed areas, and prevention of 
ponding are used at the site to reduce the potential impacts of vectors, such as insects, seagulls, or rodents. 

Seagulls, which are considered scavenger birds, are controlled through the use of a proven system of wires 
suspended above the operating area, which disrupts the gulls' landing patterns, thus limiting access to the 
working face.   

Fly and rodent studies at landfills operated by the Sanitation Districts have demonstrated that with proper 
operating procedures, conditions are not conducive to attracting and breeding flies or other insects.  Rodent 
studies have shown that rodents do not survive the compaction processes of either collection or disposal, 
and, therefore, do not present a problem. 

8.6 Drainage and Erosion Control 

The storm drain, erosion, and sediment control systems are described in Sections 5.6 and 5.7.  These systems 
are designed to divert stormwater run-off around areas of active landfilling, thus avoiding direct contact 
between refuse and surface waters.  While there generally are fewer than 45 days of wet weather landfill 
operations in Southern California each year, the Sanitation Districts have developed operational procedures 
to further reduce the potential for direct contact.  For areas where the refuse has been covered, proper 
compaction and daily cover operations provide a protective layer and means of sheeting rainwater off the 
refuse cell, thus minimizing infiltration. 

For active areas, the amount of refuse that is exposed during placement and compaction is minimized by 
limiting the refuse cell surface area.  During wet weather, a designated area at the landfill is used for refuse 
placement.  A lined debris basin has been constructed to collect the stormwater runoff from that designated 
refuse area in the active winter deck.  The basin captures stormwater that may have come into direct contact 
with the refuse and diverts that flow away from the storm drain system at the site.  Because this stormwater 
is captured and prevented from leaving the site, the requirements in Subchapter N of 40 CFR Part 445.21 
(including the specified sampling and effluent limitations) do not apply.  This collected stormwater runoff 
is detained, allowed to evaporate or used as dust control on the winter deck, and does not contribute to the 
runoff from the landfill. 
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The drainage system is inspected and maintained as described in the SWPPP developed for the Calabasas 
Landfill.  The SWPPP was developed to comply with the NPDES permit for the Calabasas Landfill.  The 
drainage system is inspected and maintained on a regular basis.  All conveyance systems and debris basins 
are inspected at least once monthly throughout the year.  Any needed repairs are implemented to provide a 
reliable stormwater drainage system for the next storm.  Surface run-off is sampled and analyzed in 
accordance with the NPDES permit. 

8.7 Litter Control 

Sanitation Districts’ employees police the entrance area, all interior roads, and the access roads for litter 
and debris on a daily basis.  Litter is controlled at the landfill working face by the daily application of cover 
material and the use of portable litter fences in the vicinity of the working area.  The working area for 
landfill activities is confined to as small an area as possible and is moved to a more sheltered location if 
wind conditions dictate.  All potential litter-producing loads received are required to be covered.  A 
surcharge and/or warning are levied for uncovered loads arriving at the site with the potential to cause litter.  
Repeat violations result in the denial of future disposal privileges. 

Pursuant to the SUP issued by the NPS, a litter control protocol to address litter in adjacent areas within the 
SMMNRA was developed.  As specified in the protocol, visual inspection of adjacent properties in the 
SMMNRA is made every two weeks.  All litter is removed to the extent feasible.  Additionally, in high 
wind conditions, the litter crew is dispatched to remove any litter that has blown to the edge of the landfill 
or off-site.  If the NPS finds excessive litter at other times, then they may notify the Sanitation Districts and 
the litter will be removed.  

8.8 Noise Control 

The level or loudness of the noise from landfill activity that a person (receiver) off-site would hear is 
dependent on several factors.  One important factor is the distance between the noise source and the receiver 
location since noise is diminished by distance.  Several processes reduce noise levels as sound travels, such 
as geometrical spreading, interaction with air molecules and interaction with ground cover.  Geometrical 
spreading alone results in a decrease in noise level of 6 decibels (dBA) for each doubling of distance (e.g., 
from 100 feet to 200 feet) for a point source such as the disposal operation.  Another important attenuation 
process, which can substantially lower noise levels, is diffraction, the bending of sound waves over natural 
or man-made barriers.  Whenever the direct line of sight between a noise source and receiver is interrupted, 
energy of the sound waves is lost as the waves diffract over the top of the obstruction, thus decreasing the 
noise level reaching the receiver.  The equivalent continuous noise level (Leq) is defined as the steady A-
weighted level having the same energy over time as the actual varying level.  Since on this scale a difference 
of 10 dBA is ten times the energy, high noise levels are weighted very heavily even if they occur for a short 
period of time.  Therefore, the Leq is higher than the arithmetic average.  All noise levels are stated as Leq 
noise levels unless otherwise specified. 

Activities associated with the Calabasas Landfill which could potentially result in off-site noise impacts 
include disposal and diversion operations, landfill traffic, operation of the flaring station and the GTE 
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facility, and miscellaneous construction activities.  The majority of the area surrounding the Calabasas 
Landfill is vacant land.  

The northern portion of the site is approximately 1,700 feet from the nearest residences in the Saratoga Hills 
Housing Development, and approximately 250 feet higher in elevation.  The operating area is also over 2,000 
feet from a ranger residence located west of the landfill, and over 100 feet higher in elevation.  These great 
distances, as well as occasional intervening terrain, provide substantial attenuation of noise from existing 
operations.  The resulting noise level at the ranger residence has been calculated to be approximately 31 dBA, 
which is well below the existing background and is therefore not perceptible.  The resulting noise level at a 
residence adjacent to the landfill in the Saratoga Hills Housing Development was calculated as 29 dBA.  This 
is well below the background noise level for this area, which, due to its proximity to the freeway, is dominated 
by the noise generated from general freeway traffic.  Noise modeling has indicated that for these residences 
the daytime (8 a.m. to 5 p.m.) ambient Leq noise level due only to freeway traffic varies from 60 dBA at 
residences closest to the freeway to 47 dBA for the most remote residences. 

The southeastern portion of the site is located directly north of the Saratoga Hills Housing Development, 
just over 400 feet from the nearest residences.  The floor of the area is separated from the residential area 
by the engineered earth fill of the access road, 75 feet to 85 feet high in relation to the residences. 

As a result of the shielding provided by the access road, the operational noise level resulting from initial 
disposal operations in the southeastern area is calculated to be approximately 48 dBA at the nearest 
residence.  The calculation did not take into account the earthen berms typically constructed along the 
landfill perimeter to block views of the disposal operation.  When the landfill has progressed in height up 
to the level of the access road, a ten-foot high mitigation berm will provide sufficient attenuation due to the 
elevation difference between the residences and disposal operations to reduce operational noise levels 
further.  Again, this noise level is comparable to or below the daytime background noise level of the 
community and will not be perceptible.  As the landfill progresses in height above the road and with the 
maintenance of at least a ten foot berm on the outside edge of the landfill, noise levels from the operation 
will be reduce even further as the elevation difference between residences and the operating area increases. 

Public access to the Calabasas Landfill is described in Section 7.10 of this report.  Up until the time the 
current access road to the site was placed into service (September 1985), residences in close proximity to 
the old site access road experienced, in addition to freeway noise, relatively high noise levels from refuse 
vehicles traveling to and from the landfill.  Noise measurements and noise prediction modeling indicated 
that after relocating the access road, noise levels at residences would be due only to freeway traffic and 
noise levels due to landfill traffic would be insignificant.

Residences in the northern portion of the development are distant from the current access road and/or enjoy 
considerable shielding provided by intervening features.  Residences in the southern portion of the 
development are less shielded and in closer proximity to the access road.  However, the background noise 
levels in this area due to freeway traffic are much higher than to the north and because of this, the noise 
contribution from landfill traffic is insignificant. 
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The existing flare station is located in the southwest portion of the site, south of the operating area and 
access road, and 150 feet from the landfill property line.  The flare station has excellent topographic 
shielding in all directions, and there are no visual or noise impacts on nearby residences. 

The GTE facility constructed on the west side of the landfill site has a number of noise mitigation measures 
implemented, including three exhaust stack silencers. 

The use of heavy equipment such as crawler tractors, cranes, mixing pumps, air compressors, backhoes, 
and portable generators for miscellaneous construction activities may result in short-term increases in noise 
levels at nearby locations.  Heavy equipment noise can be controlled and minimized by the use of the best 
available mufflers on all site equipment and by the use of quiet track systems on all crawler tractors. 

Site construction activities are expected to produce minimal noise levels due to the minimal amount of 
equipment involved, compared to normal landfill traffic and operations.  Additional facilities, such as 
drainage channels and mitigation berms, and repairs to existing facilities will be required at various site 
locations throughout the life of the landfill.  Unshielded noise levels from construction activities would be 
approximately 68 dBA at 200 feet; actual noise impacts for nearby residences would depend on the exact 
location of construction, the distances involved, and topographic shielding. 

Off-site construction is occasionally necessary, such as for construction of groundwater monitoring wells.  In 
those situations, as well as for on-site construction near the property boundaries, conditions of the local noise 
ordinance are complied with.  Shielding of construction equipment may be employed and monitoring of noise 
levels may be conducted.  Residences are notified of the project in coordination with other involved agencies. 

8.9 Odor Control  

The landfill gas control system is described in greater detail in Section 5-6.  A number of measures are 
utilized in order to control odors at the Calabasas Landfill.  Potential odors associated with the refuse are 
controlled by the daily application of cover material.  Excessively odorous wastes may be rejected from the 
site prior to unloading.  Odors can also result from the migration of landfill gas and subsequent escape of 
landfill gas into the atmosphere or can originate directly from exposed refuse prior to the placement of daily 
cover.  A landfill gas collection system comprised of vertical gas extraction wells and horizontal rock-filled 
gas collection trenches with internal piping systems has been installed in order to capture landfill gas 
generated by the decomposition of the buried refuse materials.  The captured landfill gas is recovered for 
power generation at the GTE facility or combusted in the flares when the GTE facility is not in operation.  
In addition, during construction of the gas control system the potential for the intermittent release of landfill 
gas is minimized. 

All refuse is covered by the end of each day.  Further, the cover soil of the landfill itself removes odorous 
compounds in the gas.  Bacteria contained in the soil, as well as soil chemical processes, substantially 
reduce the trace organic components of the gas, thereby reducing odors in the gas not removed by the 
collection system.  When cracks occur in the cover soil due to differential settlement, mechanical 
recompaction is applied to ensure that no direct venting occurs.   
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8.10 Traffic Control  

8.10.1  Surrounding Street System 

The existing circulation system in the vicinity of the Calabasas Landfill is depicted in Figure 8-1.  The 
exhibit indicates the number of through lanes and the existing intersection controls.  Roadways that provide 
primary access to the site include Lost Hills Road and the U.S. 101 - Ventura Freeway: 

�x Lost Hills Road:  Lost Hills Road is a two-lane undivided street that provides the only public 
access into and out of the Calabasas Landfill.  

�x U.S. 101 - Ventura Freeway:  U.S.101 - Ventura Freeway is an east to west freeway located 
just south of the landfill.  In the vicinity of the project site, the freeway is an eight-lane 
facility. 

8.10.2  On-site Traffic Control 

Al l refuse vehicles are required to use Lost Hills Road for access to the landfill.  Access to Lost Hills Road 
is primarily from either the eastbound or westbound off-ramps of the U.S. 101 – Ventura Freeway.  Access 
to Lost Hills Road is also possible from Agoura Road south of the freeway.  As the scale area is approached, 
the road widens so that entering traffic may flow to one of four scales as available.  There are four 
computerized weigh scales available to provide adequate, timely service through the scale area.  During 
peak traffic periods, vehicles queue along the approach to the scale area.   Beyond the scale area, traffic 
merges onto the access road that leads to the operating area.  Signs and site personnel direct traffic to 
specific unloading locations. 

8.11 Hazardous Waste Screening Program 

To help maintain the environmental integrity of the landfill, only acceptable waste as defined in Section 2.1 
are allowed into the site.  Signs are posted at both entrances to the landfill that state, “NO HAZARDOUS 
OR LIQUID WASTES ARE ACCEPTED”, written in English and Spanish.  To ensure that hazardous 
waste is not received, an extensive waste checking program has been implemented, consisting of load 
monitoring at the scale houses and random load checking, as discussed below. 

The incoming waste checking program is operated in accordance with 40 CFR Part 258.20, and includes:  

�x Random inspection of incoming loads, 
�x Records of inspections, 
�x Training of facility personnel to recognize unacceptable wastes, and  
�x Notification of the designated regulatory agencies if hazardous waste is discovered. 

All vehicles entering the site are screened for hazardous waste and radioactive materials as they pass 
through the weigh scales.  No radioactive wastes, as defined by the State of California (Cal/EPA) DTSC, 
are accepted for disposal at the landfill.  A gamma-scintillation counter has been installed in the scale 
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facility.  The counter is capable of detecting the presence of very low levels of radioactive waste in the 
refuse loads.  An alarm is set-off when emissions in excess of 50 kilocounts/minute are detected.  Suspect 
loads are pulled aside and scanned again to ensure interferences did not cause a false alarm.  When a load 
appears to contain radioactive materials, the LACDPH is called to the site and the suspect load is taken to 
an isolated area of the site to be inspected.  All identified radioactive materials are returned to the producer 
through a system that traces progress through a manifest form.  The LACDPH determines appropriate 
disciplinary action and acts accordingly. 

Continuous inspection at the disposal area controls the illegal disposal of hazardous materials.  A full-time 
hazardous waste inspector employed by the Sanitation Districts screens the loads being unloaded and 
identifies potentially hazardous materials.  The inspectors have been trained in an inspection program 
approved by the LEA.  Inspectors receive their initial training on-the-job, conducted by qualified personnel; 
and then must complete a “Safety Training Checklist”  where their knowledge of specific subject matter is 
determined.  A test is also given to determine their readiness prior to qualification.  In addition, the 
inspectors attend annual eight-hour refresher training courses. 

A random load-checking program to monitor for hazardous wastes is conducted at the site.  Each day, loads 
at the landfill are randomly selected for inspection and examined in detail by trained inspectors in 
accordance with the SWFP requirements.  

If concealed loads of hazardous waste are found at the landfill, the loads are transferred by licensed haulers 
to an appropriate hazardous waste disposal site.  Hazardous materials identified by the inspectors are taken 
to a secured storage area on the landfill for packaging and transport in accordance with regulatory 
requirements to a permitted off-site disposal location (EPA ID No.CA0000928523).  The LEA, Cal/EPA, 
RWQCB, California Highway Patrol, and Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office are notified of 
any special waste handling incidents.  If an incident of concealed hazardous waste occurs, the Sanitation 
Districts review the hauler's disposal privileges, and, in certain cases, revoke such privileges. 

All incoming loads and the refuse disposal areas are scanned for untreated medical wastes.  Inspectors at 
the landfill are trained to identify these wastes, which if found, are reported to the LACDPH, RWQCB, and 
the Los Angeles County Fire Department.  The untreated medical waste is then returned to its producer. 

8.12 Recordkeeping 

The Calabasas Landfill maintains disposal site records pursuant to federal and state regulations under 40 
CFR Part 258, 27 CCR §20510, and 27 CCR §20515.  Those landfill activities related to these requirements 
are documented and included in the operating record.  Approvals, determinations and other requirements 
authorized by the LEA under Chapter 3, Subchapter 4, are placed in the operating record in accordance 
with 27 CCR §20517. 

8.12.1  Weight/Volume Records 

A copy of written notification to the EA, local health agency, and fire authority of names, addresses and 
telephone numbers of the Calabasas Landfill is maintained as required in 27 CCR §20615.   
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A detailed record of the weight of refuse received at the site is maintained on a regular and continuous basis 
using the Weighmaster Automated Transaction System (WATS) computer program.  Day-to-day operating 
details are recorded in a site log for future reference. 

Each refuse vehicle entering the Calabasas Landfill is required to check in at the scales facility prior to 
unloading at the landfill working face. Typically, a commercial vehicle’s tare weight is known and is usually 
marked on the vehicle so that the scale operator can determine the net weight of refuse being hauled.  If the 
tare weight is not already known, the scale operator directs the vehicle to weigh in before and after 
unloading to determine the weight of refuse delivered.  Daily receipts are kept by the scale operators and 
maintained in the operating records.  This information is used to assist in projecting the rate of filling, for 
reporting to the LEA and RWQCB, and for determining the various fees assessed on a per ton basis.  A 
detailed record of the weight of all materials accepted to be recovered and reused on or off-site is maintained 
on a regular and continuous basis using WATS.  The amount of waste material beneficially reused is tracked 
and provided quarterly through the Disposal Reporting System.  

8.12.2 Excavation Records 

In accordance with 27 CCR §20510, site excavation records and plans are maintained at the landfill field office.   

8.12.3 Daily Log Book  

As required by 27 CCR §20510, a daily log book is maintained on-site with the following information: 
fires, earthslides, unusual and sudden settlement, injury and property damage accidents, explosions, 
discharge of hazardous or other wastes not permitted in the class of site involved, receipt or rejection of 
unpermitted wastes, flooding, and other unusual occurrences.   

8.12.4 Location and Inspection of Operating Records 

The operating record will be maintained on-site at the Calabasas Landfill field office and at the Sanitation 
Districts’ Joint Administration Office in Whittier, California.  These records will be available during normal 
business hours for inspection by authorized representatives of those regulatory agencies having jurisdiction 
over the Calabasas Landfill.  

8.12.5 Record of Personnel Training 

Records of personnel training are kept at the Joint Administration Office in Whittier, California, and at the site.   

8.12.6 Other Records 

Records pertaining to 27 CCR §20515 are kept at the Joint Administration Office in Whittier, California, 
and at the site, including inspection records, gas monitoring results and any remediation plans, groundwater 
and surface water monitoring, meteorological data, financial assurance documentation, and closure and 
postclosure plans.  



 

EXHIBIT  3 
 



Calabasas Landfill  
Eaton Fire and Pacific Palisades Disaster Related Waste Declaration 

Hazardous �t���•�š���������Œ�Ÿ�.�����Ÿ�}�v�� 

This load of fire debris from the Palisades Fire and has undergone the screening process described below.  
As such, this material is not a regulated hazardous waste and is safe for disposal at the Calabasas Landfill, 
a lined Class III landfill. 
 
The execution plan is to proceed with the bulk removal of fire debris from designated properties which 
have validated Rights of Entry (ROE) after household hazardous materials and asbestos containing 
materials are separated and removed from the fire debris.  The debris assessment process commences with 
ECC conducting an individual property Hazard Site Assessments (HSAs) to identify household hazardous 
materials (HHM) and suspect materials that may contain friable ACM.  The HSA crew will collect and 
relocate any HHM to the property boundary for collection and processing at our HHM site.   Debris 
removal phase will start after the HSAs are completed.  Asbestos abatement will be performed by 
licensed ACM contractors on all properties that test positive for the presence of friable ACM.  All ACM 
identified materials will be bagged, packaged, transported, and disposed at the fully permitted Asuza 
landfill.  During debris removal, crews will continually sort and segregate any HHM and/or other suspect 
materials.  The onsite CAC will inspect all suspect materials, and our licensed ACM contractor will bag 
the materials for disposal at the Asuza landfill.  All remaining fire debris will be bulk loaded into lined, 
wrapped and covered trucks which are secured with a truck tarp covering the container and shipped to 
Calabasas for disposal. Hazardous materials and wastes will not be part of the fire debris waste stream 
designated for disposal at Calabasas Landfill.  
 
*CALIFORNIA WILDFIRE RESPONSE – FIRE DEBRIS DISPOSAL DISCLAIMER 
After completing a sweep of each property, the U.S. Army Corps and their contractor will ship the fire 
debris material to the landfill being deemed non-hazardous without testing based on an existing study 
or exemption. This determination and path forward is based on previous CalRecycle disposal efforts 
using the DTSC Assessment of Burn Debris from prior wildfires. 
 
The United States is disposing of the debris under the application solely on behalf of the State of 
California as authorized pursuant to section 407 of the Stafford Act (42 U.S.C. 5173). Pursuant to section 
42 U.S.C. 5173(b) and the agreement between the State of California and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, dated January 9, 2025, for this major disaster declaration (FEMA-4856-DR-CA), 
the State of California has agreed to indemnify and hold harmless the United States for any claims 
arising from the removal and disposal of all debris disposed of under this application. 
Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as a waiver of any sovereign immunity of the United 
States. The Federal Tort Claims Act (FTCA), 28 U.S.C. §§ 1346 (b), 2671-2680, subject to the 
availability of appropriations, provides the exclusive monetary damages remedy for allegedly wrongful or 
negligent acts or omissions by federal employees within the scope of their employment. 
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COlJNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
• • - ~PUBLIC WORKS 

!+ 
it\ t: 900 SOUTH FREMONT AVENUE 

ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91803 

PERMIT#: FDR2025000054 
PERMIT STATUS: Issued 
ISSUE DATE: 02/26/2025 
BY: Fire Debris PW \. 

Page 1 of6 

PERMIT TYPE: Fire Debris Removal 
PERMIT CLASS: Eaton & Palisades Fire Debris Removal 
EXPIRATION DATE: 02/26/2026 

Property Information and Property Owner Contacts: 
Property Owner Name: Meghan Turner 
Property Address: 815 Toyopa N Drive, Pacific Palisades, 90272 
Assessor's Parcel Number (APN): 4411005012 
Phone:6614337954 

Los Angeles County Public Works has reviewed your application for the Fire Debris Removal Local 
Program. We hereby grant APPROVAL of your Local Program Application. You must follow all 
requirements outlined below. This approval enables you to proceed to contact your Local Building 
Official for any additional requirements. 

1. Required Notifications 
Underground Service Alert (USA) - Call 811 Dig Alert prior to digging. 

South Coast Air Quality Management District 
21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
Main Office - (909) 396-3385 

Los Angeles County Public Works 
900 South Fremont Avenue, Alhambra, CA 91803 
Contact Phone Number - (626) 979-5370 

48 hours prior to beginning and after completing debris removal activities, call PW at (626) 979-5370 and leave a 
message reporting the site location. 

7:00 AM to 7:00 PM Monday thru Friday 
8:00 AM to 6:00 PM Saturday 
No Operations on Sunday and Holidays 
(May vary by City, check with your local building official) 

2. Certified Asbestos Consultant Report 
A copy of the Asbestos Report from a certified asbestos consultant must be uploaded to the attachments. 

3. Foundations 
The structural integrity of concrete and masonry can be adversely affected in fire situations, especially when the 
structure is completely consumed by the fire. The properties of the materials my be irreversibly altered deeming it 
unsatisfactory for reuse in supporting a rebuilt structure. All damaged foundations must be removed from the site. 

Sewer laterals shall be excavated and properly capped within the private property if the foundation is removed to 
prevent debris from entering the sewer system. The cap shall be placed downstream of any fire damage to the 
sewer lateral, but within private property. 

If foundations remain in place, an approval from the Los Angeles County Building and Safety or the City Building 
Official will be required prior to reusing the foundation as part of the building permit process for new structures. The 
building official may require foundations to be removed at the property owners' expense prior to issuing a building 
permit. 

4.House Hazardous Waste Removal 
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DOC 7348852 

January 31, 2025 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Los Angeles Region 
320 West 4th Street, Suite 200 
Los Angeles, California 90013 
 
Attention:  Data and Information Management Unit 

Calabasas Landfill Combined Second Semiannual 2024 and Annual 2024 
Water Quality Monitoring and Corrective Action Program Progress Report 

Order No. R4-2009-0088, File No. 68-118, CI-4992 

Enclosed please find the Calabasas Landfill Combined Second Semiannual 2024 and Annual 2024 Water Quality 
Monitoring and Corrective Action Program Progress Report. The report summarizes solid waste disposal, water usage and 
management, and water quality monitoring activities at the Calabasas Landfill for the second half of 2024 (August 1, 2024, 
through January 31, 2025). This report also includes a discussion of the effectiveness of the corrective action program and 
annual summary of activities at the landfill for 2024. This water quality monitoring report was prepared in accordance 
with the Regional Water Quality Control Board - Waste Discharge Requirements Order No. R4-2009-0088 and Monitoring 
and Reporting Program No. CI-4992. In addition, the landfill is operated in accordance with Waste Discharge Requirements 
Order No. R4-2011-0052, which was adopted by the same Regional Board on March 3, 2011. 

 
I declare under the penalty of law that I have personally examined and am familiar with the information submitted 

in this document and all attachments, and that based on my inquiry of those individuals immediately responsible for 
obtaining the information, I believe that the information is true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are 
significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of a fine and imprisonment for knowing 
violations. 

 
If you have questions regarding this report, please contact Mr. Chris Lapaz at (562) 908-4288, extension 2493. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
Beth C. Bax 
Supervising Engineer 
Water Quality Section 
Technical Services Department 

 
BCB:CL:AS 
Enclosure 

cc: Mr. David Szymanski, National Park Service 
 Mr. Stephen Mitchell, National Park Service 
 Ms. Alicia Weintraub, Mayor, City of Calabasas 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
SANITATION DISTRICTS 
Converting Waste Into Resources 

Robert C. Ferrante 
Chief Engineer and General Manager 

1955 Workman Mill Road, Whittier, CA 90601-1400 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 4998, Whittier, CA 90607-4998 

(562) 699-7411 • www.lacsd .org 
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4.1.4 Water Quality Monitoring Results Downgradient of Unlined Landfill Areas 

As discussed in previous sections, the landfill was developed over many years and includes unlined and 
lined areas.  Barriers 1, 2, and 5 are downgradient of unlined landfill cells where corrective actions have 
been implemented to remediate a release.  The purpose of monitoring in these areas is to monitor the 
progress of the corrective action.  The monitoring well data are grouped for discussion by the barrier being 
monitored.   

4.1.4.1 Barrier 1  

The Barrier 1 monitoring wells include monitoring wells R02A, R02B, and M22D (Figure 2).  A summary 
of the analytical data for the Barrier 1 monitoring wells for the reporting period is provided in Table C-4 
(Appendix C). 

Concentration Limit Exceedances: 

Analytical results for the groundwater samples collected from the Barrier 1 monitoring wells for the 
reporting period were compared to CLs for each well (Table E-1; Appendix E).  Table 5 provides a summary 
of the Barrier 1 monitoring well results that exceeded their CLs. 

TABLE 5  
SUMMARY OF CONCENTRATION LIMIT EXCEEDANCES AT  

BARRIER 1 MONITORING WELLS, SECOND SEMIANNUAL 2024 
Calabasas Landfill 

Los Angeles County, California 

Monitoring 
Well Constituent1 Unit 2 

Initial Indication  Retest Samples3 Concentration 
Limit (CL)  

Initial 
Exceedance 
Confirmed?4 Date Result Initial  Second 

R02A 
Hexavalent 
Chromium 

µg/L 08/07/24 0.97 0.88 0.95 0.78 Yes - TM 

R02B TOC mg/L 08/01/24 5.5 NR NR 5.28 TM 
1.  TOC = total organic carbon.        

2.  µg/L = micrograms per liter. mg/L = milligrams per liter.      

3.  NR = no retest sampling was conducted.        

4.  TM = tracking mode, see text for explanation.  
 
Monitoring Well R02A 
 
During the reporting period, hexavalent chromium exceeded its CL for groundwater on August 7, 2024, from 
this monitoring well (Table 5).  The Sanitation Districts collected two discrete retest samples for hexavalent 
chromium on November 5 and 19, 2024, in accordance with Items 13.d and 13.e of MRP No. CI-4992. Both 
the initial and second retest results for hexavalent chromium at this well were above its CL; thus, the Sanitation 
Districts have placed this well/MPar pair into tracking mode to better track this well/MPar pair. A 
concentration-versus-time plot of hexavalent chromium is shown in Figure F-1f. 
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Monitoring Well R02B 

During the reporting period, TOC exceeded its CL for groundwater on August 1, 2024, from this monitoring 
well (Table 5). The Sanitation Districts decided to forego performing retests for TOC and place this well/MPar 
pair into tracking mode to better track this well/MPar pair. A concentration-versus-time plot of TOC at this 
well is shown in Figure F-1b. 

Scope List Parameter Exceedances: 

Groundwater analytical data for the Barrier 1 monitoring wells collected during the reporting period were 
reviewed to identify scope list parameters (Table E-1; Appendix E) that exceeded their respective RL.  
During the reporting period, no scope list parameter concentrations exceeded their respective RLs. 

Tracking Mode Constituent Detections: 

In accordance with Item 13.f.ii of MRP No. CI-4992, concentration-versus-time plots for constituents in 
tracking mode (Table E-1; Appendix E) are provided in Appendix F.  Figures F-1a through F-3i plot the 
concentrations of tracking mode constituents for the Barrier 1 monitoring wells.  Table 6 provides a 
summary of tracking mode constituents detected at Barrier 1 monitoring wells during the reporting period.  

Visual inspection of the concentration-versus-time plots indicates that trends are decreasing or relatively 
stable for all tracking mode constituents except chloride at wells R02A (Figure F-1c) and M22D (Figure F-
3a), soluble COD at well M22D (Figure F-3c), TOC at well R02A (Figure F-1b), hexavalent chromium at 
well R02A (Figure F-1f), and 1,4-Dioxane at well R02A (Figure F-1g). 

Chloride at wells R02A and M22D has been steadily increasing for the last several years.  The long-term 
increase in chloride concentrations at wells R02A and M22D may be related to the degradation of 
chlorinated VOCs at the barrier.  The long-term increase in soluble COD at well M22D may be related to 
an increase of inorganic material in groundwater and may just be a consequence of increasing chloride in 
the well since chloride is an organic compound.  Similarly, the increase of TOC at well R02A may also be 
related to the increase in organic compounds in groundwater.  Hexavalent chromium has been placed in 
TM during this monitoring period due to its concentration being higher than the usual range. Additional 
monitoring is needed to determine whether this is a temporary increase or if concentrations will continue 
to increase for this constituent. For 1,4-dioxane at well R02A, although the concentration has increased 
since monitoring began, the concentration-versus-time plot shows that it appears to have largely stabilized 
at this well over the last few years. 

All three of the monitoring wells at this barrier have been impacted by the landfill in the past and show 
groundwater contamination, and so it is difficult to distinguish the historical effects of a past release at the 
landfill from a new release at this barrier.  If there was a new release from the landfill, there would be 
corresponding increases in a suite of constituents present in leachate instead of a few parameters.  The 
concentration-versus-time plots of other constituents at these wells that may signal a new release from the 
landfill, including sulfate, TDS, and nitrate nitrogen, are shown in Figures 4, 5, and 6, respectively.  These 
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indicators are not increasing.  Looking at all these indicators together, they do not suggest there is a new 
release at this barrier and thus the observed increases at individual wells of specific parameters are not 
believed to be indicative of a new release from the landfill. 
 

TABLE 6  
SUMMARY OF TRACKING MODE CONSTITUENTS  
DETECTED AT BARRIER 1 MONITORING WELLS,  

SECOND SEMIANNUAL 2024 
Calabasas Landfill 

Los Angeles County, California 

Constituent1 

Monitoring Well 2 
Barrier 1  

R02A R02B M22D 
Ammonia Nitrogen F-1a F-2a F-3d 
Chloride F-1c -- F-3a 
Chromium F-1e F-2b F-3e 
Hexavalent Chromium F-1f -- -- 
Residue, Filterable (TDS) F-1d F-2c F-3b 
Soluble COD -- F-2a F-3c 
Total Organic Carbon F-1b F-2a F-3c 

1,4-Dioxane F-1g -- F-3i 
 

1.  TDS = total dissolved solids and COD = chemical oxygen demand. 
2.  F-2a = the figure number of each MPar/well pair in Appendix F of this report and  
     "--" = not applicable; either the tracking mode constituents are not detected (or were 
     detected, but not quantified [i.e., J-flagged]) during the reporting period or constituents 
     are not in tracking mode at all.    

 

4.1.4.2 Barrier 2  

The Barrier 2 monitoring wells include monitoring wells R06A, R06B, EMP10, and EMP11 (Figure 2).  
Analytical data for the Barrier 2 monitoring wells for the reporting period are summarized in Table C-4 
(Appendix C). 

Concentration Limit Exceedances: 
Analytical results for the groundwater samples collected from the Barrier 2 monitoring wells for the 
reporting period were compared to CLs for each well (Table E-1; Appendix E).  Table 7 provides a summary 
of the Barrier 2 monitoring well results that exceeded their CLs. 
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CITY’S FIRST AMENDED PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDATE 

 

PROOF OF SERVICE  

City of Calabasas v. County of Los Angeles & Los Angeles County 
Sanitation District No. 2  

LASC Case No. 25STCP006422  
& Related Case 25STCP00671  

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES  

At the time of service, I was over 18 years of age and not a party to 
this action.  I am employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of 
California.  My business address is 3701 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 725, Los 
Angeles, CA 90010. 

On May 12, 2025, I served true copies of the following document(s) 
described as CITY OF CALABASAS’S FIRST AMENDED PETITION 
FOR WRIT OF MANDATE SEEKING TO COMPEL MANDATORY 
PERFORMANCE WITH STATE SOLID WASTE AND HAZARDOUS 
WASTE LAWS FOR CALABASAS LANDFILL; REQUEST FOR 
PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION on the interested parties in this action 
as follows:  

SEE ATTACHED SERVICE LIST  

BY E -MAIL OR ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION:   I caused a 
copy of the document(s) to be sent from e -mail address 
dbranche@awattorneys.com to the persons at the e-mail addresses listed 
in the Service List.  I did not receive, within a reasonable time after the 
transmission, any electronic message or o ther indication that the 
transmission was unsuccessful.  

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
California that the foregoing is true and correct.  

Executed on May 12, 2025, at Los Angeles, California.  

 
 
  
 Diane Branche  
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SERVICE LIST 
 

City of Calabasas v. County of Los Angeles & Los Angeles County 
Sanitation District No. 2  

LASC Case No. 25STCP006422  
& Related Case 25STCP00671 

 
 

Michael Simon, Assistant County Counsel, 
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COUNSEL  
648 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration  
500 West Temple Street  
Los Angeles, California 90012-2713 
 
Email:   msimon@counsel.lacounty.gov  
Telephone: (213) 974-1811  
Facsimile:  (213) 626-7446  

Attorneys for Defendant and 
Respondent 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

Deborah J. Fox  
Jenny L. Riggs  
Matthew B. Nazareth 
C. Talley 
Mark Desrosiers 
MEYERS NAVE  
707 Wilshire Blvd., 24th Floor  
Los Angeles, California 90017  
 
Email:  dfox@meyersnave.com  
            jriggs@meyersnave.com  
            mnazareth@meyersnave.com 
           ctalley@meyersnave.com 
          mdesrosiers@meyersnave.com 
           MNInternalCOLA-
CityofCalabasas@meyersnave.com 
 
Telephone: (213) 626-2906  
Facsimile:  (213) 626-0215  

Attorneys for Defendant and 
Respondent 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

mailto:mnazareth@meyersnave.com
mailto:ctalley@meyersnave.com
mailto:mdesrosiers@meyersnave.com
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NOSSAMAN LLP  
50 California Street  
34th Floor  
San Francisco, CA  94111  
 
Email:     dlee@nossaman.com  
                 jlienau@nossaman.com 
                kpenn@nossaman.com  
Telephone:  (415) 438-7235 
 

Attorneys for Defendant and 
Respondent 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
SANITATION DISTRICT NO. 2  

Noah Perch -Ahern, Esq.  
GREENBERG GLUSKER LLP  
2049 Century Park East  
Suite 2600  
Los Angeles, CA, 90067 
 
Email:     NPerchahern@ggfirm.com  
Telephone:  (310) 201-7484 
Facsimile:   (310) 201 -4441 
 

Attorneys for Plaintiff and 
Petitioner in Related Case  
PROTECT CALABASAS, et al  
 
 

Miguel A. Dager, Esq.  
Los Angeles County Counsel,  
500 W Temple St, 6th Floor  
Los Angeles, CA 90012-2719 
 
Email:     mdager@counsel.lacounty.gov  
Telephone: (213) 974-8474 
 

Attorneys for Defendant and 
Respondent in Related Case 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES  
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