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2 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES' OMNIBUS REQUEST FOR JUDICIAL 

NOTICE IN SUPPORT OF DEMURRERS 

TO THE COURT, PETITIONER CITY OF CALABASAS AND ITS COUNSEL OF 

RECORD: 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to Evidence Code Sections 452 and 453, 

Respondent and Defendant COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ( the “County”) respectfully files this 

omnibus request for judicial notice of the following documents in connection with the County’s 

Demurrers to (1) the City of Calabasas’ Verified Petition for Writ of Mandate and Complaint for 

Injunctive and Declaratory Relief and (2) Kelly Martino’s Petition for Writ of Mandate and 

Complaint (the “Demurrers”): 

Exhibit 1 Executive Order N-2-25, issued by Governor Gavin Newsom on January 8, 2025, 

retrieved from https://www.caloes.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/Legal-

Affairs/Documents/Proclamations/1.8.2025-LA-Fires-EO-N-2-25.pdf on April 8, 

2025 

Exhibit 2 Executive Order N-8-25, issued by Governor Gavin Newsom on January 15. 2025, 

retrieved from https://www.caloes.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/Legal-

Affairs/Documents/Proclamations/1.15.2025-Hazardous-Debris-Removal-EO-N-8-

25_ATTESTED-1.pdf on April 8, 2025 

Exhibit 3 LA County Recovers webpage on Phase 1: Hazardous Material Removal, retrieved 

from https://recovery.lacounty.gov/debris-removal/phase-1/ on April 8, 2025 

Exhibit 4 LA County Recovers webpage entitled Frequently Asked Questions About Phase 1 

Hazardous Debris Removal by US Environmental Protection Agency, retrieved 

from https://recovery.lacounty.gov/debris-removal/phase-1/ and stored at 

https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/lac/1176747_Phase1HazardousDebrisRemovalb

yUSEnvironmentalProtectionAgencyFAQs.pdf, retrieved on April 8, 2025 

Exhibit 5 United States Environmental Protection Agency fact sheet on Los Angeles 

Wildfires, Phase 1: Hazardous Material Removal, retrieved from 

https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/lac/1176389_EPAPhaseIHouseholdHazardousW

https://www.caloes.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/Legal-Affairs/Documents/Proclamations/1.8.2025-LA-Fires-EO-N-2-25.pdf
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/Legal-Affairs/Documents/Proclamations/1.8.2025-LA-Fires-EO-N-2-25.pdf
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/Legal-Affairs/Documents/Proclamations/1.15.2025-Hazardous-Debris-Removal-EO-N-8-25_ATTESTED-1.pdf
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/Legal-Affairs/Documents/Proclamations/1.15.2025-Hazardous-Debris-Removal-EO-N-8-25_ATTESTED-1.pdf
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/Legal-Affairs/Documents/Proclamations/1.15.2025-Hazardous-Debris-Removal-EO-N-8-25_ATTESTED-1.pdf
https://recovery.lacounty.gov/debris-removal/phase-1/
https://recovery.lacounty.gov/debris-removal/phase-1/
https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/lac/1176747_Phase1HazardousDebrisRemovalbyUSEnvironmentalProtectionAgencyFAQs.pdf
https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/lac/1176747_Phase1HazardousDebrisRemovalbyUSEnvironmentalProtectionAgencyFAQs.pdf
https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/lac/1176389_EPAPhaseIHouseholdHazardousWasteFactSheet.pdf
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3 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES' OMNIBUS REQUEST FOR JUDICIAL 

NOTICE IN SUPPORT OF DEMURRERS 

asteFactSheet.pdf and stored at https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-

01/epa-factsheet-la-wildfires-phase-1-hazmat-removal.pdf, retrieved on April 8, 

2025 

Exhibit 6 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers FAQs – as of 2.3.25, retrieved from 

https://www.spl.usace.army.mil/Portals/17/docs/Emergency%20Management/FAQ

s%20Wildfire%20Debris%20Removal%20Mission.pdf?ver=2v6qMcJmq-

7Qhd4pjugT8A%3d%3d on April 8, 2025 

Exhibit 7 State Water Resources Control Board, Order WQ 2020-0004-DWQ: General 

Waste Discharge Requirements for Disaster-Related Wastes, dated February 18, 

2020, retrieved from 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/water_quality/20

20/wqo2020_0004_dwq.pdf on April 8, 2025 

Exhibit 8 Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) Emergency Guidance on 

Wildfires #1 Fact Sheet, retrieved from https://dtsc.ca.gov/emergency-guidance-

on-wildfires-1/ on April 8, 2025 

Exhibit 9 Eaton Fire and Pacific Palisades Disaster Related Waste Declaration: Hazardous 

Waste Certification, a public record regularly maintained by the County.  

This Request is based upon this notice of request and legal arguments in support thereof, 

all pleadings and papers on file in this action, the County’s Demurrers, and upon such other 

matters as may be presented to the Court at the time of the hearing on this Request. 

I. LEGAL ARGUMENT

A. The Documents are Properly Subject to Judicial Notice

The Court may take notice of the contents of the legislative enactments and files of a 

public entity, as well as the administrative files of a public entity. (See Edgerly v. City of Oakland 

(2012) 211 Cal.App.4th 1191, 1194 n.1 [legislative files]; Assoc. Builders & Contractors, Inc. v. 

San Francisco Airports Comm’n (1999) 21 Cal.4th 352, 374, fn. 4 [administrative agency 

records].) Similarly, a public entity’s official acts and official records are properly subject to 

https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/lac/1176389_EPAPhaseIHouseholdHazardousWasteFactSheet.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/epa-factsheet-la-wildfires-phase-1-hazmat-removal.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/epa-factsheet-la-wildfires-phase-1-hazmat-removal.pdf
https://www.spl.usace.army.mil/Portals/17/docs/Emergency%20Management/FAQs%20Wildfire%20Debris%20Removal%20Mission.pdf?ver=2v6qMcJmq-7Qhd4pjugT8A%3d%3d
https://www.spl.usace.army.mil/Portals/17/docs/Emergency%20Management/FAQs%20Wildfire%20Debris%20Removal%20Mission.pdf?ver=2v6qMcJmq-7Qhd4pjugT8A%3d%3d
https://www.spl.usace.army.mil/Portals/17/docs/Emergency%20Management/FAQs%20Wildfire%20Debris%20Removal%20Mission.pdf?ver=2v6qMcJmq-7Qhd4pjugT8A%3d%3d
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/water_quality/2020/wqo2020_0004_dwq.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_decisions/adopted_orders/water_quality/2020/wqo2020_0004_dwq.pdf
https://dtsc.ca.gov/emergency-guidance-on-wildfires-1/
https://dtsc.ca.gov/emergency-guidance-on-wildfires-1/
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4 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES' OMNIBUS REQUEST FOR JUDICIAL 

NOTICE IN SUPPORT OF DEMURRERS 

judicial notice pursuant to Evidence Code § 452(c)-(d). (See, e.g., People v. Kelly (2013) 215 

Cal.App.4th 297, 304 n. 4 [information posted on agency website]; Long Beach Equities, Inc. v. 

County of Ventura (1991) 231 Cal.App.3d 1016, 1024 [taking judicial notice of city’s official 

acts]; Charnay v. Cobert (2006) 145 Cal.App.4th 170, 174 fn.2 [documents in county’s official 

records].) In addition, documents on an official website may be judicially noticed where the 

authenticity of the document can be easily verified. (Scott v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A. (2013 

214 Cal.App.4th 743, 753.) The Court may also take notice of the records of any court of this 

state, as well as any court record of the United States, including its own records. (Evidence Cod § 

452(d).) Finally, Evidence Code section 452(h) permits the Court to take judicial notes of exhibits 

that are not “reasonably subject to dispute” and are “capable of immediate and accurate 

determination by resort to sources of reasonably indisputable accuracy.” 

Exhibits 1 through 8 are properly subject to judicial notice as they consist of public 

agency’s official records and information posted on the agency’s website; viz., the Governor’s 

Office of Emergency Services, the County of Los Angeles’s recovery website, LA County 

Recovers, as well as the websites of the Unite States Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers, the State Water Resources Control Board, and the Department of Toxic 

Substances Control. Such publicly available records and information posted on agency websites 

are routinely subject to judicia notice. (Evid. Code § 452, subd. (b); see, e.g., People v. Kelly, 215 

Cal.App.4th at 304 n. 4; Scott v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., 214 Cal.App.4th at 753.) Exhibit 9 

is judicially noticeable as part of the County of Los Angeles’ regularly maintained official records. 

Additionally, this Court’s February 25, 2025, order denying Petitioner’s Ex Parte 

Application for a Temporary Restraining Order granted the County’s request for judicial notice in 

support of its Opposition. The only new documents included in this request in support of the 

Demurrers are i) Exhibit 2, Executive Order N-8-25, which the Court took judicial notice of in its 

February 25, 2025, Order pursuant to Petitioner’s request, and ii) Exhibit 9, the Certification form 

presented by haulers at the Landfill.  This Certification was provided to the Court and Petitioner 

after the County’s Opposition to the TRO had been filed; as a result, the Court declined to 

consider it, stating in its Order that Petitioner had not been provided sufficient notice. 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES' OMNIBUS REQUEST FOR JUDICIAL 

NOTICE IN SUPPORT OF DEMURRERS 

B. The Documents are Relevant to the Case

Judicial notice of items is proper where such items are “necessary, helpful, or relevant” to 

the present matter. (Jordache Enters., Inc. v. Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison (1998) 18 Cal.4th 739, 

748 fn. 6.) These exhibits set forth the regulatory environment, plan, and process for collecting 

and depositing fire debris—something the City’s Petition avoids describing. First, the Governor of 

California proclaimed a State of Emergency and, on January 8, 2025, issued Executive Order N-2-

25 (Exhibit 1) that, among other things, suspended state statutes, rules, regulations, and 

requirements under the California Environmental Protection Agency and the California Natural 

Resources Agency to the Extent necessary for the removal of debris and cleanup from these 

disasters. A week later the Governor issued another Executive Order, N-8-25 (Exhibit 2), which 

states, in part:  

[t]he United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA), the Federal

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and any other individual or entity

performing work at their direction, shall have full power to provide mutual aid to the

State of California and any areas affected by the proclaimed state of emergency, and

shall have the authority to enter private property in Los Angeles County to remove

debris that may contain hazardous substances and to conduct any testing appropriate

to ensure the hazards are mitigated. Any state law, regulation, or rule impeding

provision of this mutual aid is suspended to the extent necessary to provide this

mutual aid to impacted areas of Los Angeles County…

The agency documents (Exhibits 3-8) show that in the first step in the cleanup process—

Phase 1—the EPA is removing the bulk of any hazardous material at the burned properties, such 

as paints, cleaners, oils, pesticides, aerosols, and visible asbestos. Phase 1 cleanup is automatic for 

properties that burned and does not require any homeowner pre-approval. The hazardous material 

that the EPA removes during Phase 1 is not being taking to the Calabasas landfill. Once the EPA 

completes the Phase 1 work, it will post a sign that removal of hazardous material is complete. 

In the second step—Phase 2—the Army Corps will go through the properties and remove 

ash, up to six inches of soil, metal, concrete, and any hazardous material that still remains at the 

property. The Army Corps will dispose of any hazardous material at appropriate locations, not 

including the Calabasas Landfill. The Army Corps will also recycle any metal and concrete, which 

will therefore not go to the Calabasas Landfill. The remaining debris—ash, soil, and other related 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES' OMNIBUS REQUEST FOR JUDICIAL 

NOTICE IN SUPPORT OF DEMURRERS 

fire debris—will be wrapped up and disposed of at Class III landfills, including the Calabasas 

Landfill, just as contemplated by the WRCB Order (Exhibit 7), the Department of Toxic 

Substances Control guidance (Exhibit 8), and the Governor’s Emergency Proclamation (Exhibits 1 

and 2). Exhibit 9 is the Hazardous Waste Certification displayed by trucks carrying fire debris to 

the Calabasas Landfill. Thus, these documents are relevant to the matter before the Court in the 

Demurrers.  

DATED:  April 8, 2025 MEYERS NAVE 

By: 

DEBORAH J. FOX 

DAVID MEHRETU 

CRISTINA L. TALLEY 

Attorneys for Respondent/Defendant 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

6037037 



EXHIBIT 1 



 

E X E C U T I V E D E P A R T M E N T 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

 

EXECUTIVE ORDER N-2-25 

 

WHEREAS on January 7, 2025, I proclaimed a State of Emergency to exist in 

Los Angeles and Ventura Counties due to the Palisades Fire and windstorm 

conditions; and 

 

WHEREAS the Palisades Fire has burned over 15,000 acres and additional 

fires have ignited and spread rapidly in Los Angeles County as a result of those 

windstorm conditions, including the Eaton, Hurst, Lidia, and Woodley Fires; and  

 

WHEREAS these Los Angeles County fires and windstorm conditions 

continue to threaten structures, homes, and critical infrastructure, with over 

170,000 residents under evacuation orders in Los Angeles County; and 

 

WHEREAS these Los Angeles County fires and windstorm conditions have 

resulted in poor air quality and significant impacts to schools, including school 

closures and limited outdoor physical education; and 

 

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section 8571, I find 

that strict compliance with various statutes and regulations specified in this 

Order would prevent, hinder, or delay the mitigation of the effects of these Los 

Angeles County fires and windstorm conditions. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, 

in accordance with the authority vested in me by the State Constitution and 

statutes, including the California Emergency Services Act, and in particular, 

Government Code section 8567, 8571, and 8627, do hereby issue the following 

Order to become effective immediately. 

 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:  

 

1. The provisions of Unemployment Insurance Code section 1253 

imposing a one-week waiting period for unemployment insurance 

applicants are suspended as to all applicants who are unemployed as 

a direct result of this emergency in Los Angeles County and apply for 

unemployment insurance benefits during the time period beginning 

January 7, 2025, and ending on the close of business on July 7, 2025, in 

Los Angeles County and who are otherwise eligible for unemployment 

insurance benefits.  

  

2. Vehicle Code sections 9265(a), 9867, 14901, 14902, and 15255.2, 

requiring the imposition of fees, are suspended with regard to any 

request for replacement of an identification card, driver's license card, 

vehicle registration certificate, or certificate of title, or registration 

stickers, by any individual who loses such records as a result this 

emergency in Los Angeles County. Such records shall be replaced 

without charge. 

  

3. The provisions of Vehicle Code sections 4602 and 5902, requiring the 

timely registration or transfer of title, are suspended with regard to any 

registration or transfer of title by any individual who is unable to comply 

with those requirements as a result of this emergency in Los Angeles 

County. The time covered by this suspension shall not be included in 

calculating any late penalty pursuant to Vehicle Code section 9554.  

  



4. Health and Safety Code sections 103525.5 and 103625, and Penal 

Code section 14251, requiring the imposition of fees, are suspended 

with regard to any request for copies of certificates of birth, death, 

marriage, and dissolution of marriage records, by any individual who 

loses such records as a result of this emergency in Los Angeles County. 

Such copies shall be provided without charge. 

 

5. State statutes, rules, regulations, and requirements that fall within the 

jurisdiction of boards, departments, and offices within the California 

Environmental Protection Agency and the California Natural Resources 

Agency are hereby suspended to the extent necessary for expediting 

the removal and cleanup of debris from this emergency or to address 

other impacts associated with that debris, for implementing any 

restoration plan necessary for mitigation of the effects of the 

emergency, or conducting other fire recovery activities.  

 

6. Individuals or entities who desire to conduct activities under the 

suspension of statutes, rules, regulations, and requirements specified in 

Paragraph 5 shall first request that the appropriate Agency Secretary, 

or the Secretary's designee, make a determination that the proposed 

activities are eligible to be conducted under the suspension. The 

Secretary of the California Environmental Protection Agency and the 

Secretary of the California Natural Resources Agency shall use sound 

discretion in applying this Order to ensure that the suspension serves 

the purpose of accelerating cleanup and recovery, while at the same 

time protecting public health and the environment. Each Agency shall 

maintain on its website a list of all suspensions approved under this 

Paragraph. 

 

7. Any activities performed under the suspension of statutes, rules, 

regulations, and requirements specified in Paragraph 5 shall be in 

accordance with the State Environmental Protection Plan, or a 

comparable plan describing how such actions will balance 

expeditious fire recovery and environmental protection. 

 

8. In order to ensure hospitals, clinics, and other health facilities remain 

open, the Director of the California Department of Public Health 

(CDPH) may waive any of the licensing requirements of chapters 1, 2, 

8, and 8.5 of division 2 of the Health and Safety Code and 

accompanying regulations with respect to any hospital, clinic, other 

health facility, home health agency, or hospice agency identified in 

Health and Safety Code sections 1200, 1250, 1727, or 1746 that is 

impacted by this emergency. Any waiver shall include alternative 

measures that, under the circumstances, will allow the facilities to 

remain open while protecting public health and safety. Any health 

facilities or agencies being granted a waiver shall be established and 

operated in accordance with their disaster and mass casualty plan or 

emergency preparedness plan. Any waivers granted pursuant to this 

paragraph shall be posted on the CDPH website and shall be in effect 

only so long as necessary to address the direct impacts of this 

emergency in Los Angeles County. 

 

9. In order to directly respond to the needs of impacted adult and senior 

care facilities, child care facilities, children’s residential facilities, 

resource family homes, home care organizations, and other similar 

care facilities and care providers within the California Department of 

Social Services’ (CDSS) jurisdiction, the Director of CDSS may waive any 

provisions of the Family Code, Health and Safety Code, or Welfare and 



Institutions Code, and accompanying regulations or written directives, 

with respect to the use, licensing, certification, registration or approval 

of care providers, facilities or homes within CDSS jurisdiction set forth in 

the California Community Care Facilities Act (Health and Safety Code 

section 1500 et seq.), Child Care Provider Registration (Health and 

Safety Code section 1596.60 et seq.), the California Child Day Care 

Facilities Act (Health and Safety Code section 1596.70 et seq.), 

Residential Care Facilities for Persons With Chronic Life-Threatening 

Illness (Health and Safety Code section 1568.01 et seq.), the California 

Residential Care Facilities for the Elderly Act (Health and Safety Code 

section 1569 et seq.), Medical Foster Homes for Veterans (Health and 

Safety Code section 1568.21 et seq.), Continuing Care Contracts 

(Health and Safety Code section 1770 et seq.), the Home Care 

Services Consumer Protection Act (Health and Safety Code section 

1796.10 et seq.), and the Resource Family Approval Program (Welfare 

and Institutions Code section 16519.5 et seq.). Any waivers granted 

pursuant to this paragraph shall be posted on the CDSS website and 

shall be in effect only so long as necessary to address the direct 

impacts of this emergency in Los Angeles County. 

 

10. In order to directly respond to the needs of behavioral health programs 

and facilities impacted by this emergency, including alcohol and other 

drug programs, adult alcoholism or drug abuse recovery or treatment 

facilities, driving-under-the-influence programs, narcotic treatment 

programs, psychiatric health facilities, mental health rehabilitation 

centers, social rehabilitation programs, skilled nursing facilities with 

special treatment programs, Lanterman-Petris-Short designated 

facilities, community treatment facilities, short term residential 

therapeutic programs, and children’s crisis residential programs, the 

Director of the Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) may waive 

any licensing, certification, or approval requirements for such programs 

under its jurisdiction set forth in Welfare and Institutions Code, Divisions 

4, 5 and 9 and in Health and Safety Code, Divisions 2 and 10.5 and 

accompanying regulations, written standards, or information notices. 

Any waivers granted pursuant to this paragraph shall be posted on the 

DHCS website and shall be in effect only so long as necessary to 

address the direct impacts of this emergency in Los Angeles County. 

 

11. The requirements to provide minimum instructional minutes in physical 

education for grades 1 through 12 as provided by Education Code 

sections 51210, 51220, 51222, and 51223 are suspended during periods 

affected by this emergency in Los Angeles and Ventura Counties with 

respect to school buildings or temporary facilities in which indoor 

space for physical education is unavailable. To the extent that students 

displaced by these wildfires significantly impact local educational 

agencies in other counties, these sections and all implementation 

regulations are also suspended for impacted local educational 

agencies. 

 

I FURTHER DIRECT that as soon as hereafter possible, this Order be filed in 

the Office of the Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and notice 

be given of this Order. 

 

This Order is not intended to, and does not, create any rights or benefits, 

substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity, against the State of 

California, its agencies, departments, entities, officers, employees, or any other 

person. 

 



 

      IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have    

                hereunto set my hand and caused   

                the Great Seal of the State of    

                California to be affixed this 8th day 

           of January 2025. 

 

 

 

 

 

      _________________________ 

      GAVIN NEWSOM 

      Governor of California 

 

 

      ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

      _____________________________ 

      SHIRLEY WEBER, PH.D 

      Secretary of State 

 

       

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 2 



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

EXECUTIVE ORDER N-8-25 

WHEREAS on January 7, 2025, I proclaimed a State of Emergency to exist in 
Los Angeles and Ventura Counties due to fire and windstorm conditions that 
have now caused multiple fires, including the Palisades, Eaton, Hurst, Lidia, 
Sunset, and Woodley Fires; and 

WHEREAS these fires have collectively burned over 40,300 acres, destroyed 
or damaged more than 12,300 structures, including homes, small businesses, and 
houses of worship, with initial estimates placing this disaster among the most 
destructive in California history; and 

WHEREAS in response to my request, President Biden quickly issued a Major 
Disaster Declaration on January 8, 2025, pursuant to which the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency will provide eligible individuals money to help 
with temporary housing needs, including renta l assistance or money to stay in a 
hotel; and 

WHEREAS the destruction of homes and other structures caused by these 
fires has created an enormous amount of hazardous debris, including firearms 
ammunition, propane tanks, and batteries; and 

WHEREAS on January 12, 2025, I issued Executive Order N-4-25 suspending 
the application of the California Environmental Quality Act and permitting 
requirements under the California Coastal Act to efforts to rebuild or repair 
properties or facilities destroyed or substantially damaged by these fires and 
directing other action to remove barriers to rapid rebuilding efforts; and 

WHEREAS rebuilding efforts cannot commence until hazardous debris is 
removed from affected properties; and 

WHEREAS on January 14, 2025, I announced that the Federa l Emergency 
Management Agency mission-tasked the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (US EPA) to remove and dispose of hazardous debris from 
homes and structures impacted by these fires as soon as it is safe to enter the 
affected areas; and 

WHEREAS US EPA Stands ready to commence their hazardous debris 
removal work, if authorized under state law to access affected properties; and 

WHEREAS under the provisions of Government Code section 8571, I find 
that strict compliance with various statutes and regulations specified in this 
Order would prevent, hinder, or delay the mitigation of the effects of these fires 
and windstorm conditions. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of California, 
in accordance with the authority vested in me by the State Constitution and 
statutes, including the California Emergency Services Act, and in particular, 
Government Code sections 8567, 8571, and 8627, do hereby issue the following 
Order to become effective immediately. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: The United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(US EPA), the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and any other 
individual or entity performing work at their direction, shall have full power to 
provide mutual aid to the State of California and any areas affected by the 
proclaimed state of emergency, and shall have the authority to enter private 



property in Los Angeles County to remove debris that may contain hazardous 
substances and to conduct any testing appropriate to ensure the hazards are 
mitigated. Any state law, regulation, or rule impeding provision of this mutual aid 
is suspended to the extent necessary to provide this mutual aid to impacted 
areas of Los Angeles County. Any section of the Health and Safety Code 
allowing the immediate removal of this hazardous debris, including but not 
limited to section 101040, 101085, 101475, shall apply to and include the actions 
of the US EPA, FEMA, or any individual or entity performing work at their 
direction, as if those agencies were a political subdivision or state agency for all 
purposes related to this operation. 

I FURTHER DIRECT that as soon as hereafter possible, this Order be filed in 
the Office of the Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and notice 
be given of this Order. 

This Order is not intended to, and does not, create any rights or benefits, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity, against the State of 
California, its agencies, departments, entities, officers, employees, or any other 
person. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have 
hereunto set my hand and caused 
the Great Seal of the State of 
California to be affixed this 15th day 
of January 2025. 

GAVIN NEWSOM 
Governor of California 

ATTEST: 
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Fire Debris Removal
×

The deadline to submit a Right of Entry or Opt-Out form
[https://recovery.lacounty.gov/debris-
removal/roe] for fire debris removal has been extended to April

15, 2025. Track the status of your Right of Entry form.
[https://tt-
emi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/874a690

Phase 1:

Hazardous

Select Language

Powered by Translate

LA County Public Works Hotline: 844-347-3332 | US Army Corps of
Engineers Call Center: 213-308-8305

Go gle 

• 

https://recovery.lacounty.gov/debris-removal/roe
https://recovery.lacounty.gov/debris-removal/roe
https://recovery.lacounty.gov/debris-removal/roe
https://recovery.lacounty.gov/debris-removal/roe
https://tt-emi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/874a690d69694d2685d83d07a320e6dd
https://tt-emi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/874a690d69694d2685d83d07a320e6dd
https://tt-emi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/874a690d69694d2685d83d07a320e6dd
https://tt-emi.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/874a690d69694d2685d83d07a320e6dd
https://recovery.lacounty.gov/
https://translate.google.com/
https://translate.google.com/


Material Removal

The EPA’s phase 1 hazardous material removal work was completed as of February 27, 2025. 

LOOKUP MY PARCEL STATUS

Paint

Cleaners and solvents

Oils

Batteries

Pesticides

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) has been assigned by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to

survey, remove, and dispose of hazardous materials from properties impacted by the fires. This work is free to residents and is

already underway with assistance from the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) and local agencies.

As the first stage of cleanup, USEPA will remove potentially dangerous everyday products like:

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/13a8b227ac104bb1b1fa9592c92debe3?item=2


See what the EPA’s work entails: EPA Phase I Fact Sheet

Learn about the EPA’s work in LA County: EPA Website

USEPA field teams will remove asbestos and inspect pressurized fuel cylinders (like propane tanks). They will also remove items

thought to have asbestos if they are easy to identify, but the property will not be fully cleared until Phase 2 (debris removal).

If you have specific questions about Phase 1 Hazardous Material Removal, please email EPALAWildfiresInfo@epa.gov

[mailto:EPALAWildfiresInfo@epa.gov] .

For general questions about fire debris removal, please contact the Removal Hotline at (844) FIRE DEBRIS / (844) 347-3332,

available Monday through Friday from 7 AM to 7 PM, and Saturday and Sunday from 8 AM to 6 PM. You can also visit

pw.lacounty.gov/epd/debris-removal/ [https://pw.lacounty.gov/epd/debris-removal/]  for more information.

• 
• 

https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/lac/1176389_EPAPhaseIHouseholdHazardousWasteFactSheet.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/ca/2025-california-wildfires
mailto:EPALAWildfiresInfo@epa.gov
mailto:EPALAWildfiresInfo@epa.gov
https://pw.lacounty.gov/epd/debris-removal/
https://pw.lacounty.gov/epd/debris-removal/


Where hazardous materials go after they're removed from a burned propertyWhere hazardous materials go after they're removed from a burned property

a 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U5MS6LkVODU


Hazardous Household Debris Removal is UnderwayHazardous Household Debris Removal is Underway

a 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oz9OfvdZFZw


La eliminación de escombros domésticos peligrosos está en marchaLa eliminación de escombros domésticos peligrosos está en marcha

Frequently Asked Questions about Phase 1 Hazardous Debris
Removal by the US Environmental Protection Agency

a 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iEg8eWtqIY


Why is this work being done in multiple phases? Why can’t EPA embed with
the Army Corps to get the work done?

When does Phase I begin?

What materials are considered hazardous?

What do I need to do to sign up for cleanup?

Who will pay for cleanup?

Do I have to wait for Phase 1 to be complete before I go home?

Can I remove personal valuables from my damaged or destroyed home?

I heard that for safety reasons, the EPA won’t do cleanup when I am home.
Is this true? How will I know what day they are coming?

How long will this work take?

How is EPA deciding which properties to clear first?

How will I know it is done?

Click here to download FAQ document

[https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/lac/1176747_Phase1HazardousDebrisRemovalbyUSEnvironmentalProtectionAgencyFA

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/lac/1176747_Phase1HazardousDebrisRemovalbyUSEnvironmentalProtectionAgencyFAQs.pdf
https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/lac/1176747_Phase1HazardousDebrisRemovalbyUSEnvironmentalProtectionAgencyFAQs.pdf


Where will the EPA take all this hazardous waste?

What safety measures are being taken at the staging sites?

How are you securing it during transport?

What if my house isn’t destroyed but only damaged?

What does “Deferred to Phase 2” mean on the EPA’s Storymap?

Are burned electronics and appliances (white goods) included in the
household hazardous waste cleanup during Phase 1?

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
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Phase 1: Removing hazardous materials from your property  
Phase 1 clean-up of your property by experts from the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) will happen automatically. They will inspect your property and remove 
household hazardous materials to prevent potential threats to human health, animals, 
and the environment. If the property is deemed unsafe for EPA to remove household 
hazardous materials, the property will be deferred to Phase 2. 
  
The EPA will update their California wildfires website as the work progresses: 
www.epa.gov/california-wildfires.  
 
You can reach the EPA at:  
 

• Phone: 833-798-7372  

• Email: EPALAWildfiresInfo@epa.gov  
  
Why is this work being done in multiple phases? Why can’t EPA embed with the 
Army Corps to get the work done?  
Both phases of work will be going on concurrently. Working in two phases has proven to 
expedite the work of clearing property of debris in the wake of multiple fire disasters. 
That does not mean that the agencies are waiting for one phase to be completely 
finished across the region before the second phase begins. 
  
On each property, the sequence goes in this order: EPA needs to first clear hazardous 
material in Phase 1 to expedite the larger debris removal work of the Army Corps of 
Engineers in Phase 2. Phase 1 is being done under the Governor’s emergency order, 
and can be done without access approval by the property owner. Phase 2 requires 
permission from the owner through the “right of entry” or ROE process. 
  
Also, while Phase 1 is automatic, residents must opt into Phase 2. 
  
Keep in mind, Phases 1 and 2 may be taking place simultaneously in different areas. 
The Army Corps of Engineers can begin Phase 2 work in a particular area once Phase 
1 work is complete there. They do not have to wait until the EPA completes all Phase 1 
work across all burn areas. 
  
When does Phase I begin?  
EPA teams began assessing burned properties on Jan. 16. They began collecting 
hazardous materials from burned properties on Jan. 28.  

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/epa-factsheet-la-wildfires-phase-1-hazmat-removal.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/epa-factsheet-la-wildfires-phase-1-hazmat-removal.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/ca/2025-california-wildfires
mailto:EPALAWildfiresInfo@epa.gov
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What materials are considered hazardous?  
Household hazardous waste is waste from houses that poses a threat to public health, 
animals, or the environment. Hazardous waste includes chemicals that are ignitable, 
toxic, corrosive, or reactive. 
 
Hazardous materials include:  

• paints  

• cleaners    

• solvents    

• oils  

• batteries   

• herbicides   

• pesticides  

• pool chemicals 

• antifreeze 

• used oil filters 

• fertilizers 

• aerosols 

• ammunition 
   
EPA crews also will remove visible asbestos, and remove or defuel pressurized fuel 
cylinders, such as propane tanks. They will mark empty pressurized fuel cylinders with 
white paint and leave them for Phase 2 debris removal.  
   
Damaged lithium-ion batteries can be very dangerous. EPA crews will safely remove 
lithium-ion batteries from electric and hybrid vehicles and home backup power supplies. 
This process involves de-energizing and decommissioning them for proper recycling 
and disposal. If you hear a popping, hissing noise or see smoke or fire, move away from 
your property immediately and call 911.  
 
If firearms, munitions, or suspected remains are found, the EPA will stop work and 
contact local law enforcement. 
  
What do I need to do to sign up for cleanup?  
Nothing. EPA Phase 1 cleanup is automatic.  
  
Who will pay for cleanup?  
The federal government will cover the costs of cleanup.  
  
Do I have to wait for Phase 1 to be complete before I go home?  
No. All evacuation orders for the Eaton Fire and Palisades Fire have been lifted. You 
are free to return home, BUT you should take necessary precautions to protect your 
health. Be aware that, depending on how badly damaged your community is, you may 
not have power, clean drinking water and/or may be exposed to hazardous waste.  
  
 
Can I remove personal valuables from my damaged or destroyed home? 

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/epa-factsheet-la-wildfires-li-ion-batteries_0.pdf
https://recovery.lacounty.gov/returning-after-fire-faq/
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Yes. If your property still holds valuable items, now that evacuation orders are lifted, you 
can return home, taking necessary precautions, and remove your own valuable items. 
  
During the entire debris removal process, workers will use caution not to destroy any 
valuables that are left behind. During both Phases 1 and 2, if workers come across 
possessions that are clearly valuable, they will notify law enforcement to do their best to 
make sure they are returned to their owners. 
 
Sifting through your property wearing the appropriate protective gear will NOT 
jeopardize your claims for disaster assistance.  Please do not remove non-salvageable 
debris from your property to reduce the risk of spreading ash.  Property owners who 
wish to search debris for possible salvageable items should do so with caution and with 
proper protective gear: eye protection, masks, gloves, long-sleeved shirts, long pants, 
and appropriate footwear. Residents should minimize contact with fire debris, which 
may contain materials that can be hazardous to your health. Non-profit groups are also 
helping residents to sift for personal items. Inquire at the local Disaster Recovery 
Center. 
 
For more information visit:  

• cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/NR18-056.aspx 

• publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/docs/respiratory-protection-508-new.pdf 
  
I heard that for safety reasons, the EPA won’t do cleanup when I am home. Is this 
true? How will I know what day they are coming?  
Yes, the EPA’s hazardous material removal process is inherently dangerous and will be 
done by trained personnel with personal protective equipment. Residents should stay 
clear of EPA crews doing their important work. The EPA has stated that if residents are 
home when they arrive, they will need to skip that property and return at a later date for 
your safety and theirs. Phase 1 may also have exclusion zones surrounding the current 
work area to ensure safety of the public. 
  
If you have a particular reason why you should be home during Phase 1 work (for 
example, you need to unlock a gate around your property to allow workers in) please 
contact the EPA hotline at 833-798-7372 to inform crews ahead of time. 
  
Generally, you will not receive advance notice of which day EPA will do Phase 1 work 
on your property. However, you should check the EPA StoryMap to track where EPA 
crews have recently completed work on EPA’s web page: www.epa.gov/california-
wildfires. 
  
How long will this work take?  
While it is difficult to give a precise estimate when all the work will be completed, EPA 
has been tasked to complete the work in 30 days. EPA is rapidly increasing its staff and 
expects to have 1,000+ staff in the field in early February. 
 
How is EPA deciding which properties to clear first? 
EPA has been assessing burned properties since Jan. 16. During this time, EPA has 
been working with state and local agencies, including the LA County Department of 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/NR18-056.aspx
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/docs/respiratory-protection-508-new.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/ca/2025-california-wildfires
http://www.epa.gov/ca/2025-california-wildfires
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Public Works, and utility companies to determine the safest and most efficient manner 
to roll out the crews.  
  
How will I know it is done?  
After a cleanup crew completes removing hazardous materials from a property, a 
completion sign is placed on site. 
 
The EPA will also update their website each day to show their Phase 1 progress in the 
affected areas: https://www.epa.gov/ca/2025-california-wildfires#Storymap.   
  
Where will the EPA take all this hazardous waste?  
The EPA will be taking materials to temporary staging areas, including the federally- 
owned Lario Staging Area in Duarte, the Farnsworth Park and Altadena Golf Course 
staging areas in Altadena, for Eaton Fire debris, and the Topanga Staging Area in 
Malibu for Palisades Fire debris, with additional staging areas to be identified. Once 
collected there, the debris will be sorted, secured and packaged for transport to 
permitted disposal facilities. Watch a video about the process here: EPA Video 
 
What safety measures are being taken at the staging sites? 
EPA implements significant safety and mitigation measures to ensure the public and the 
environment are not negatively impacted by the temporary staging areas, including: 

• Pre-sampling of the area to establish current conditions. 

• Lining processing areas with plastic and installing protective measures such as 
wattles, booms, earthen berms and gravel. 

• Continuous perimeter air monitoring. 

• Spraying water three times daily to control dust from vehicle traffic. 

• Transporting all materials safely from the burn area to the staging area following 
Department of Transportation standards. 

• Packaging and removing waste from the site nearly daily, without ground contact 
 
When Phase 1 is complete, EPA will test the areas again to confirm no negative impact 
to the environment. 
 
For questions about the safety procedures, please contact the EPA hotline at (833) 798-
7372. 
  
How are you securing it during transport?  
Hazardous materials will be placed in containers and transported by stake bed trucks to 
the staging areas. The EPA and Army Corps of Engineers worked with the Department 
of Transportation to select haul routes to minimize the impact for those who have 
reoccupied their homes and for unaffected communities. This will include lower-speed 
travel down city streets, but also will utilize freeways to get to the staging areas. At the 
secured temporary staging areas, materials will be consolidated and packaged for safe 
transport and disposal.   
  
What if my house isn’t destroyed but only damaged? 

https://recovery.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/FINAL_Jan25_EPA_HM_Phase1.jpg
https://www.epa.gov/ca/2025-california-wildfires#Storymap
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/epa-factsheet-la-wildfires-staging-material-safely-at-lario.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-and-la-county-sign-lease-new-staging-area-altadena
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-and-la-county-identify-third-staging-area-altadena
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-01/epa-factsheet-la-wildfires-staging-material-safely-at-topango-canyon-blvd.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OLzL7ue_xM&t=8s
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Parcels must have a destroyed structure totaling at least 120 square feet to be eligible 
for EPA Phase 1 clean up. Phase 2 debris removal is only for fire-destroyed houses as 
identified by local, state or federal agencies. If you are unsure if your property qualifies 
for the debris-removal program, submit a Right-of-Entry form to roe@dpw.lacounty.gov/ 
so your property may be assessed. For more information visit recovery.lacounty.gov.   
 
What does “Deferred to Phase 2” mean on the EPA’s StoryMap?  
“Deferred to Phase 2” means that due to the presence of unsafe conditions at the 
property, household hazardous waste removal crews cannot complete Phase 1 
assessment and certification. In this case, household hazardous waste removal 
activities will be included during Phase 2 removal. If you opt-in to the Consolidated 
Debris Removal Program (also referred to as the Government-Sponsored Program), 
household waste removal will be included during Phase 2 debris removal. Property 
owners who opt-out of the Consolidated Debris Removal Program will be responsible 
for hiring a certified household hazardous waste removal contractor to remove the 
debris at their own expense. 
 
Are burned electronics and appliances (white goods) included in the household 
hazardous waste cleanup during Phase 1? 
The EPA will collect e-waste that is heat-impacted, easily identifiable, easily accessible, 
and separable. Collectable e-waste will be in relatively good condition, but non-
functioning, and it will be easy to identify the type of device. Examples include 
microwave ovens, copiers, fax machines, computers, laptops, LCD, plasma and CRT 
displays, phones and answering machines, routers, peripherals, stereo components, 
VCRs and calculators.  EPA teams handling hazardous waste will not collect damaged 
white goods such as washing machines, dryers, and other appliances. These materials 
will be removed during Phase 2 though the Government-Sponsored Program or the Los 
Angeles County Local Fire Debris Removal Program. For more information visit 
recovery.lacounty.gov.   
 

 

mailto:roe@dpw.lacounty.gov/
https://lacounty.gov/recovery/
https://lacounty.gov/recovery/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 5 



February 2, 2025 epa.gov/california-wildfires 1-833-798-7372

Los Angeles Wildfires 
Phase 1: Hazardous Material Removal 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has been assigned by 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to survey, remove, 
and dispose of hazardous materials from properties burned by wildfires 
in Los Angeles County.  

• EPA’s work removing hazardous materials is Phase 1 of the federal cleanup
response.

• Phase 2 is debris removal and will be coordinated by FEMA

Phase 1 has started and is done at no cost to residents. 

EPA will remove potentially dangerous everyday products like: 
 Paint
 Cleaners and solvents
 Oils
 Batteries
 Pesticides

EPA will remove lithium-ion batteries from vehicles, homes, and other products. 

EPA will remove visible asbestos and inspect pressurized fuel cylinders (like propane 
tanks). 

• After a fire, these products require special handling, especially if their containers
are damaged.

• EPA field teams will also remove items thought to have asbestos if they are easy to
identify, but the property will not be fully cleared until Phase 2 (debris removal).

Examples of hazardous materials that will 
be removed. 

Some empty containers EPA inspects will 
be marked with a white X and left to be 
removed during Phase 2. 



February 2, 2025 epa.gov/california-wildfires 1-833-798-7372

Frequently Asked Questions 

How will EPA remove hazardous materials from 
my property?  

1. An EPA-led team will survey your property
for work conditions.

2. A second EPA-led team will remove
hazardous materials.

3. Once complete, the EPA will place a sign on
your property (like the sign to the right).

EPA will only remove hazardous materials. 
• If firearms (that appear to be functional) or

suspected remains are found, EPA will stop
work and contact local law enforcement for
handling.

Why are hazardous materials removed? 
• Hazardous materials are harmful to the environment and residents. These materials

need to be safely removed and disposed of before Phase 2 can start.

What does Deferred to Phase 2 mean? 
• This means that EPA could not safely access your property to remove hazardous

materials due to physical hazards such as blocked access, steep unstable slopes,
basements, or unstable structures on the property.

• Hazardous materials will be removed by U.S. Army Corps (if you opt-in to their ash
and debris removal program) or your private contractor (if you opt-out).

Do I need to give the EPA permission to enter my property? 
• No. The State of California granted EPA authority on January 15, 2025 to access

properties without permission from the property owner.

epa.gov/california-wildfires 

For questions about EPA’s Phase 1 Hazardous Materials removal 
work, contact our hotline or email us: 

1-833-R9-USEPA
(1-833-798-7372)

EPALAWildfiresInfo@epa.gov 
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This property's Hazardous Materials 
removal is 
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✓ Ash remains a health hazard 
✓ Read local health advisories before entering burned areas 

Contact with us questions: 

1-833-R9-
USEPA 

(1 -833-798-7372) 

epa.gov/~ -wildfires 

E;PALAWildfireslnfo@epa.gov 
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers FAQs – as of 2.3.25 
 

[Updates/new items are in GREEN] 

 
The Army Corps of Engineers estimates that more than 4,250,000 tons of structural ash, metal, 
debris, soil and foundations will be removed during this event. This total does NOT include 
vehicles or damaged trees. 
 
DEBRIS REMOVAL PHASES 
 
The consolidated Debris Removal Program resulting from the LA County Wildfires in January 
2025 is a two-phase process: 

 Phase 1: The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is tasked to conduct Household 
Hazardous Material (HHM) collection and disposal to protect public health and safety in 
impacted communities. HHM includes but is not limited to paints, solvents, pesticides, 
batteries, propane tanks and bulk asbestos-containing materials (ACM).  
  
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is executing Phase 2 of the federally funded debris 
cleanup effort on behalf of FEMA. Our responsibility is to remove fire-related debris 
from private properties, including hazardous trees, ash and structural remains. On a 
property-by-property basis, this work will follow the EPA’s initial hazardous materials 
removal in Phase 1. However, we will not wait until all the EPA work is done throughout 
the burn areas before stepping in to begin their Phase 2 work. Phase 1 and Phase 2 work 
will happen at the same time across both the Palisades Fire and Eaton Fire areas.  

  
What is Phase 2 of the debris cleanup?  

Phase 2: The Corps of Engineers was tasked to support FEMA and the Consolidated 
Debris Removal Program in the affected cities and communities. Objectives of this 
mission include: 

1) Reducing immediate threats to public health and safety,  
2) Expediting economic recovery of the affected cities and communities.  

 
These efforts involve the removal of ash, burned structural remains, hazardous 
materials, foundations, ACM, vehicles, vessels, contaminated soil and debris from 
private and public properties. And foundations, if specified on the right-of-entry (ROE) 
form by the owner. 

 
When does Phase 2 begin?  

We will begin debris removal as the EPA completes its work in individual neighborhoods 
and many residents completes right-of-entry (ROE) forms to opt in. Residents MUST opt- 
for the Corps of Engineers contractor to enter your property for debris removal.  
 
Within the communities affected by fire, both phases of work will be going on 
concurrently. Working in two phases has proven to expedite the work of clearing 
property of debris in the wake of multiple fire disasters. The Corps of Engineers and the 

https://www.epa.gov/ca/2025-california-wildfires


U.S. Army Corps of Engineers FAQs – as of 2.3.25 
 

EPA are not waiting for Phase 1 to be finished across the region before we begin Phase 
2.  
 
On each individual property, the sequence goes in this order:  
1. EPA needs to first clear hazardous material in Phase 1 to expedite the larger debris 

removal work of the Army Corps of Engineers in Phase 2.  
2. The Army Corps of Engineers contractors will follow behind EPA and clear phase 2 

debris as well as household hazardous material not removed by the EPA.   
 
Do I have to wait until all hazardous debris is cleared everywhere in LA County for Phase 2 to 
start?  

No, Phase 1 and Phase 2 will run concurrently. Once each cluster of properties is cleared 
under Phase 1, the Army Corps of Engineers can begin Phase 2 cleanup on properties 
where Right-of-Entries have been submitted, and ownership has been verified.   

  
RIGHT OF ENTRY PROCESS QUESTIONS 
 
What is a Right of Entry (ROE) form? 

A Right of Entry form gives government contractors permission to access your property 
and begin the private property debris removal (PPDR) clean-up process. This process will 
include all fire-damaged debris. These forms were coordinated between Los Angeles 
County and the Army Corps of Engineers. The final deadline for submitting is March 31, 
2025 (as of today). 
 
Right-of-Entry forms and debris removal program information are available on the LA 
County website.  

 
What is the deadline to file a right-of-entry (ROE) form?   

The deadline to “opt in” to the government-sponsored debris removal program is 
March 31, 2025.   

 
What do I have to do to get the debris work done on my property?  

Sign a Right-of-Entry (ROE) form giving the Army Corps of Engineers access to your 
property. The form can be found at recovery.lacounty.gov/debris-removal.  
 
You should fill out the form as soon as possible, unless you are “opting out” of free 
debris removal by the Army Corps of Engineers. Debris removal by the Army Corps of 
Engineers cannot proceed until you submit your form.     
 
The form can be downloaded, completed online, or filled out at one of the FEMA 
Disaster Recovery Centers with the help of a Disaster Response Coordinator. [Current 
DRC locations can be found @ https://recovery.lacounty.gov/recovery-centers/]. 

 
 

https://recovery.lacounty.gov/debris-removal/#1738367148171-1e710df2-f190
https://recovery.lacounty.gov/debris-removal/
https://recovery.lacounty.gov/recovery-centers/
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If I fill out the ROE form first, will my home be cleaned first?    
No, the debris removal process is not a first-come, first-served process. But getting your 
forms in early – and encouraging your neighbors to do so as well – will speed the work in 
your neighborhood.   

 
Why do I need to complete a RIGHT-OF-ENTRY form for debris removal?  

The government requires written consent from property owners to access their private 
property to perform the Phase 2 debris removal program. By submitting an RIGHT-OF-
ENTRY form, homeowners are opting into the debris removal program and granting the 
government permission to access and enter onto their property to determine eligibility 
for the program and perform these critical functions to protect the public health and 
safety, and help homeowners begin their rebuilding process as quickly as possible.  
 
[NOTE: While everyone is encouraged to sign up for the debris removal program so the 
maximum number of properties can be cleared, not everyone who applies for the debris 
removal program will qualify.] 

 
Will debris removal by the Army Corps of Engineers be delayed if all residents in my 
neighborhood do not submit their Right-of-Entry forms at the same time?   

No.  However, neighborhood captains can reach out and encourage other property 
owners in their neighborhood to sign up at the same time. It is more efficient for the 
Corps of Engineers to clear lots when there is a cluster of homes to clear.  

 
What happens if I own a condo? Does the entire building need to agree and file an Right-of-
Entry form?  

Generally, yes. Each owner of an affected unit must submit a Right-of-Entry form AND 
the building’s Homeowners Association (HOA) must also submit a Right-of-Entry form.  

  
What about trailer parks? As the owner of an individual trailer on leased land, do I need to 
file the Right-of-Entry or does the park owner need to file?  

If the land under the trailer(s) is owned by an individual or entity beside the trailer 
owner, then the landowner must request removal.  

 
What about apartment buildings?  

The owner of the building must file a Right-of-Entry form.  
 
OPTING IN 
 
What happens after I opt in to the Right-of-Entry program?   

If you opt-in, the debris removal will be performed for you by the Army Corps of 
Engineers, with no out-of-pocket cost. You do not need insurance to participate in the 
program.  
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If I opt in, can I opt back out even after I submitted my Right-of-Entry (ROE) form?    
Yes, if you submit the Right-of-Entry (ROE) form and then decide to opt out, you can do 
so. However, it may cause delays.    

 
Does the opt in form require a wet signature of all the owners? 

You can complete the OPT-IN form online at https://recovery.lacounty.gov/debris-
removal/. Or, you may download and send the form in. 

 
I am filling out the Right-of-Entry form for someone else who is unable to do so. What 
information do I need to provide?  

If you are filling out the form for someone else, you must provide a signed and notarized 
document for the authorized agent. You will also need to provide your contact 
information on the form so the Army Corps of Engineers can get in touch with you if 
needed. 

 

After I turn in a Right-of-Entry (ROE) to the County, what happens next?  

First, the County will review your form and ensure it has been filled out correctly. 
Property records will be used to verify property ownership. Once the County validates 
the Right-of-Entry (ROE), it will transfer the Right-of-Entry to the Army Corps of 
Engineers. We then assign your parcel to our debris removal crews to work.  

 
OPTING OUT 
 
If I opt out, can I opt in again?   

Once your opt-out application is approved and your permit is issued, you cannot opt 
back in. You will bear the full cost of debris removal and disposal.     

 
If I do not fill out the Right-of-Entry form and opt out of Phase 2, will I be deprioritized for 
Phase 1?    

No. The Opt-Out form is specific to Phase 2 only.      
 
What happens if I opt out?   

If you opt out of the program, you must receive a permit to proceed with debris removal 
from the County and your city, and then you will be responsible for hiring the 
appropriately licensed and certified contractors. You will be responsible for all costs of 
debris removal and asbestos abatement.  

 
What steps are required and what qualifications does a contractor need to handle the debris 
removal if I opt out?    

Once the EPA has completed its Phase 1 hazardous waste removal work, you will be 
responsible for hiring the appropriately licensed and certified contractors to remove the 
debris. This will include retaining a Certified Asbestos Consultant (CAC) to conduct a 
survey to identify asbestos in debris. If the CAC finds asbestos, you will need to hire an 
abatement contractor; and the CAC and abatement contractor will work together to 

https://recovery.lacounty.gov/debris-removal/
https://recovery.lacounty.gov/debris-removal/
https://recovery.lacounty.gov/debris-removal/
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submit an asbestos cleanup plan to South Coast AQMD for review and approval. More 
information on this process can be found here.  
 
Your contractors will need to be approved by the County and your city, and you will be 
responsible for all costs of debris removal. The work must be completed in compliance 
with all local rules and regulations related to debris removal. Private contractors must 
also adhere to the same haul routes and safety standards being used by the Army Corps 
to minimize neighborhood disruption.  
 
Please check in regularly for additional information and updates on specific regulations 
at recovery.lacounty.gov or call the LA County Public Works Fire Debris Hotline at 844-
347-3332.  

 
OPTING OUT BY DEFAULT 
 
What happens if I do not complete any of the paperwork?  

Not submitting a Right-of-Entry form by the specified deadline date of March 31, 2025, is 
the same as “opting out” of the program. That is, if property owners do not complete a 
Right-of-Entry form by the advertised deadline, they lose the opportunity for 
government-sponsored debris removal services. Homeowners will then have to conduct 
debris removal at their own expense.  
 
LA County and participating cities will make attempts to contact the property owners 
prior to the deadline to inform them of options available. If necessary, the County and 
participating Cities may take steps to abate hazards not addressed by the property 
owner for the protection of public health and safety.    

 
DEBRIS CLEANUP & REMOVAL 
 
How is the debris removal process conducted?  

Verified Right-of-Entry forms are grouped together and assigned to debris removal 
crews. Factors like property size, access, and the complexity of handling specific debris 
on site will determine how long each cleanup takes.  

 
My house was destroyed in the fire. Can I go back onto my property to see if I can find any 

valuables or mementos? 

 Yes. Sifting through your property wearing the appropriate protective gear will NOT 

jeopardize your claims for disaster assistance. Please do not remove non-salvageable debris 

from your property to reduce the risk of spreading ash.  

 
For more information visit:  

• cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/NR18-056.aspx 

• publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/docs/respiratory-protection-508-new.pdf  

blockedhttps://www.aqmd.gov/home/rules-compliance/compliance/asbestos-demolition-removal
blockedhttps://recovery.lacounty.gov/
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/NR18-056.aspx
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/docs/respiratory-protection-508-new.pdf
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How long does the cleanup take?  
We are aiming for debris to be safely removed in two-to-three days PER PROPERTY. This 
timeline can change depending on the size of the lot or parcel, the amount of debris, 
inclement weather, and other factors, so it may take longer to remove debris. Other 
factors include the size of the lot, the amount of hardscape, the degree of damage, the 
condition of the foundation and whether you want to remove or try to maintain the 
foundation. None of those specifics will be available to the Army Corps of Engineers until 
they get on site. 
 
Estimating how long it will take to clean up your property will be unknown until the 
contractor assesses the site. And for the same reasons, we cannot accurately predict at 
this time how long the overall cleanup effort will take.  

 
Where will the debris be taken once removed from my property? 

County officials will determine the landfill sites for the debris. See the county website for 
more information:  https://recovery.lacounty.gov/. 
 
Please note: Debris is being separated into metals, concrete, soil and ash. Recyclable 
materials, such as concrete and metal, are being recycled by area facilities. Other items 
are being disposed in approved waste landfills. 
 
Disposal sites have specific criteria for the types of debris they can accept, such as fire-
damaged material or concrete. Once each site determines what materials it can take, the 
debris will be disposed of accordingly in compliance with local, state, and federal 
regulations. The Corps of Engineers' goal is to ensure safe and appropriate disposal while 
prioritizing community and environmental safety. 
 

Which landfills will be used for fire-related debris and is the material considered hazardous?  
County officials will determine the safest and most efficient truck routes for debris 
removal, and the landfill sites for the debris. Once routes are finalized, the County will 
communicate them to the public through official channels. See the county website for 
more information:  https://recovery.lacounty.gov/. 
 

Can I be be present during the cleanup of my personal property if I am participating in the Corps 

of Engineers debris removal program (Phase 2)? 

Your safety, as well as the safety of our contract workers, will be a priority during debris 
operations. While you may be present while we are conducting debris removal on your 
property during Phase 2, to reduce risks from safety hazards, we encourage you to stay 
outside the areas where debris removal operations are underway [unless you have been 
instructed by our contractors to be onsite]. 

 
What protective gear should I wear when visiting my home with the contractor? 

While we cannot provide you with a definitive list of requirements specific to your 
personal needs and health, we suggest you wear protective gear such as eye protection, 

https://recovery.lacounty.gov/
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gloves, close-toed shoes with a durable sole, and protective masks, such as an N-95 
mask. 

 
What is the “ash footprint” I keep hearing about on the news and why is it important? Will 
the Army Corps of Engineers contractors clear our entire lot or only the ash footprint? 

The “ash footprint” is defined as the area where debris from your structures settled after 
the fire. Contractors will determine the ash footprint during the site assessment. 
Items outside the ash footprint – including patios, landscaping, non-hazardous trees, 
extended driveways, etc. – will NOT be removed under the private property debris 
removal program; however, each property will be assessed on a case-by-case basis. 
 
There are always exceptions, for example, trees or other vegetation may need to be 
removed for the safety of debris removal crews or debris might have landed on the 
driveway, which would necessitate removal. 

 
What debris is being removed, and why? 

Debris falls into two broad categories: Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) and fire-
related debris, such as timber, bricks, mortar, etc. HHW is being removed in the first 
phase of debris removal by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). As removal of 
HHW is completed, Phase II will start. In Phase II, Army Corps of Engineers contractors 
will follow behind the EPA and begin removing burned remnants of homes, public 
properties, and other contaminated structures. 

 
What agencies are involved in the debris removal program? 

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Works is coordinating the debris-removal 
process in conjunction with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. 
  
Phase 2 is managed by the Army Corps of Engineers under the direction of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and in partnership with the California 
Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (CalOES). 
 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS CONTRACTORS  
 
Who is the contractor hired by the Army Corps of Engineers to complete the debris removal 
work and how will I know if they are legitimate? 

ECC is the prime contractor for debris removal but will be hiring local subcontractors to 
help with the process. [See our “Contracting in a Disaster” website for more 
information.] 
 

How are the debris removal teams protecting our rivers, streams and aquifers from 

contamination?  

https://www.epa.gov/ca/2025-california-wildfires
https://recovery.lacounty.gov/debris-removal/
https://www.epa.gov/ca/2025-california-wildfires
https://www.spl.usace.army.mil/Missions/Emergency-Management/Los-Angeles-County-Wildfire-Debris-Removal-Mission/
https://www.spl.usace.army.mil/Missions/Emergency-Management/Los-Angeles-County-Wildfire-Debris-Removal-Mission/
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4856
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4856
https://www.ca.gov/LAFires/
https://www.ca.gov/LAFires/
https://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Emergency-Operations/Contracting-in-Disasters/
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The debris removal teams will use erosion controls on the site as well as use silt 

collection devices around storm drains to minimize impacts to rivers, streams and 

aquifers. They are also taking measures such as wrapping the debris that is placed in 

trucks to minimize particles traveling from the air to the water.  

 

Who ensures compliance with worker safety regulations?  

Safety professionals and contractor safety staff ensure work complies with all OSHA, 

Cal/OSHA, CDC, and state and federal EPA standards.  

 

What safety and environmental regulations are contractors required to comply with?  

Contractors are required to comply with all local, state and federal laws and regulations 

regarding safety and the environment. Whenever there is a conflict between codes or 

regulations, the most stringent regulation is applied.  

 
SCHEDULING AND OPERATIONS 
 
How does the Army Corps of Engineers decide which properties will be cleared and when? 

Contractors are responsible for planning their work, based on priorities set by Los 
Angeles County with input from city governments, to maximize efficiency. 

 
Will the cleanup work and transport be conducted at night? 
 Yes. 
 
What is the expected timeline for debris to be removed from a property? 

The Army Corps of Engineers is aiming for debris to be safely removed in two-to-three 
days PER PROPERTY. This timeline can change depending on the size of the lot or parcel, 
the amount of debris, inclement weather and other factors, so it may take longer to 
remove debris. 

 
Who is supervising the debris removal contractors? How do we know the work is being done 
properly? 
 

The Army Corps of Engineers has a robust Quality Assurance (QA) program. Our QA 
representatives and supervisors are in the field to provide oversight of government 
contractors, ensuring compliance with the contract terms and approved debris removal 
operations plan, and correcting safety issues. 

 
WHAT DEBRIS WILL BE REMOVED 
 
What “debris” does the Army Corps of Engineers remove?  

Corps of Engineers contractors are responsible for removing:  
• Chimneys  
• Hazardous trees (dead or at risk of dying within five years)  
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• Fire ash and debris  
• Foundations (if specified in the Right-of-Entry)  
• Up to 6-inches of Soil in the ash footprint (if necessary and safe to do so)  
• Household hazardous materials not removed in Phase 1 by the EPA 

 
How will you decide which properties are cleared first?  

Properties cannot begin Phase 2 until they have received a Phase 1 clearance from the 
USEPA. As Right-of-Entrys are collected and ownership is verified, the Army Corps of 
Engineers will batch properties together for clearing with the objective of moving as 
quickly as possible and addressing health and safety issues as a top priority.     
 

Will the Corps of Engineers demo my house?  
If the home is substantially damaged by the fire and requires demolition, FEMA will 
make the determination on eligibility.  If the home is found to be eligible, Corps of 
Engineers will demo and remove the fire debris. 
 

What happens with hazardous trees?  
Hazardous trees are assessed by arborists and removed if they are dead or expected to 
die within five years. This is done to ensure safety and prevent future risks.  
 

Will my pool be drained as part of the Government-Sponsored Program? 

The Army Corps of Engineers advises that pool water may be pumped out of swimming 

pools for wetting the debris which is used to keep dust down during the debris removal 

process. Any fire debris in the pool will be removed by the contractor. Contractor will 

place metal fencing completely around the pool where feasible and notify the 

homeowner.  This only pertains to pools adjacent to structures that are considered 

within the ash footprint.  

 

Are driveways being removed as part of the program? 
Driveways are not eligible for the private property debris removal program and 
contractors will not remove them; however, there may be instances where portions of a 
driveway were in the ash footprint and must be removed. 

 
Are burned cars being removed as part of the program? 

Yes, burned cars on private property are being removed as part of the Consolidated 
Debris Removal Program. USACE, FEMA and CALOES are working with the California 
DMV on this effort. In some cases, the car may be one of the last items removed during 
the final preparation phase. 

 
How will I know when Army Corps of Engineers will clean my property?  

The Army Corps of Engineers will contact you a few days before your property is 
scheduled for cleanup. The day before work begins, the Army Corps of Engineers will 



U.S. Army Corps of Engineers FAQs – as of 2.3.25 
 

reach out again to see if you are interested in observing the process from a safe 
distance.  
 

If my property was not destroyed, am I eligible for soil removal and other Phase 2 cleanup?  
Phase 2 cleanup is offered to eligible properties, as determined by FEMA. If a residence 
is standing and habitable, it likely will not be eligible. A destroyed structure of at least 
120 square feet must be on the parcel to qualify for free debris removal by the Army 
Corps of Engineers. If you are unsure if you are eligible and wish to opt in to Phase 2, you 
are encouraged to complete the Right of Entry form. 
 

WHAT WON’T BE REMOVED? 
 
What will the Army Corps of Engineers not remove?  

Army Corps of Engineers contractors will NOT remove slope-stabilizing structural walls 
and other foundational elements if their removal could destabilize the property or 
neighboring areas.  

 
Will the Corps of Engineers remove damaged hardscape, including swimming pools, 
driveways, chimneys, and foundations?  

You will need to indicate on the Right-of-Entry whether you want your foundation 
removed. The Army Corps will also remove chimneys.   
 
In-ground pools and driveways will not be removed.  

 
SAFETY  
 
How does the Army Corps ensure safety during debris removal?  
The Army Corps of Engineers follows strict protocols for:  

• Identifying hazardous trees and structures  
• Using appropriate equipment and trained personnel  
• Complying with environmental safety standards to prevent harm to workers, residents, 

and neighboring properties  
 

The Army Corps of Engineers follows strict procedures to ensure public safety during private 
property debris removal. When removing fire ash and debris, the material is placed in the 
bed of a dump truck inside a heavy-duty plastic liner. This liner is tightly wrapped around the 
ash, and a tarp is then lowered over the truck to ensure the ash remains contained during 
transit. You will hear the Army Corps of Engineers teams call this process “burrito wrapping” 
because of the way the plastic is folded over itself to contain the debris. 

 
The Army Corps of Engineers also utilizes the "wet method" for debris removal, which 
involves applying water and mist to keep ash on the ground and prevent it from becoming 
airborne. This approach helps mitigate risks to the community, particularly for standing 
homes that have been reoccupied.  
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MY HOME IS STILL STANDING 
 
Is the Government-Sponsored Consolidated Debris Removal Program only for houses that are 

completely destroyed?  

The debris removal program is only for fire-destroyed houses as identified by local, state 

or federal agencies. If you are unsure if your property qualifies for the debris-removal 

program, submit a Right-of-Entry form to roe@dpw.lacounty.gov so your property may 

be assessed. For more information visit recovery.lacounty.gov.   

 

My home is still standing, do I need to fill out the Right-of-Entry form?    
The debris removal program is only for fire-destroyed houses as identified by local, state 

or federal agencies. A fire-destroyed house could still have walls standing. If you are 

unsure if your property qualifies for the debris-removal program, submit a Right-of-Entry 

form to roe@dpw.lacounty.gov so your property may be assessed. For more information 

visit recovery.lacounty.gov. If you have a destroyed structure on your property, please 

fill out and submit the Right-of-Entry form.    

 
If my home is standing but I have a burned homes immediately next to it, do I need to 
complete the Right-of-Entry form? 

No, only properties with destroyed or heavily damaged structures that qualify for the 
Private Property Debris Removal Program will need to fill out an Right-of-Entry form. 

 
I don’t have any burned structures on my property, but I have burned trees, am I eligible for 

the Government-Sponsored Consolidated Debris Removal Program?  

No. This debris removal program is for fire-destroyed houses only as identified by local, 

state or federal agencies. 

 

If my home is undamaged structurally, but there is smoke damage, is there a reason for me to 
execute a Right-of-Entry? 

No, smoke damage alone would not qualify for the Private Property Debris Removal 
Program. You can also contact directly the LA County Public Works Fire Debris Hotline at 
844-347-3332 

 
COSTS & INSURANCE 
 
What if I don’t have insurance?   

If you don’t have insurance, you can opt in to the Army Corps of Engineers debris 
removal program (Phase 2) at no cost to you. If you opt out, you will be responsible for 
the cost of clearing the debris from your property.    
 

mailto:roe@dpw.lacounty.gov
https://lacounty.gov/recovery/
mailto:roe@dpw.lacounty.gov
https://lacounty.gov/recovery/
mailto:roe@dpw.lacounty.gov
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Debris removal by the Army Corps of Engineers has no cost to you regardless of your 
insurance coverage or whether you have any insurance at all. [See your Right-of-Entry 
form for more information on insurance.] 

 
Do I need to get estimates from my own contractor and/or an insurance settlement before 
deciding?  

It is up to you whether to seek other advice about doing this work yourself, but we 
would strongly encourage everyone to take advantage of this free federal program to 
safely remove all debris from your property.  

 
Can I get an estimate from the Army Corp of Engineers before I decide to opt in or opt out of 
the debris removal program?  

No. The Phase 2 debris removal program comes without any additional out-of-pocket 
expense for the homeowner. 

 
Will opting in to debris removal impact other benefits I am eligible for? 

There is NO IMPACT to your ability to receive benefits from other Individual Assistance 
programs if you opt in to the debris removal program. 

 
DO-IT-YOURSELF 
 
Can I clear the hazardous materials myself? If not, why not?  

No, you are not legally entitled to do so. Federal, state and local officials have 
determined that the fastest, safest way to accomplish this work is by relying on trained 
EPA experts to get it done. Private citizens are not allowed to drop hazardous materials 
at landfills. Controlling the disposal of these hazards needs to be subject to strict quality 
control to ensure safety during transport through other communities and to avoid illegal 
dumping that has occurred in other disasters and threatened community safety.  

 
Can I opt into the government debris removal program and simultaneously pursue my own 
debris removal?  

No, the government will not conduct debris removal on any property where the owner 
or any of its contractors or agents are undertaking separate debris removal functions. 
The reason for this is that structural fire debris removal is subject to various rules and 
regulations and the government cannot take any action that could be construed as 
assuming liability for noncompliant work. 

 
 If I opt out and hire my own company to handle debris removal, can they start immediately?  

The start would come after Phase 1 is complete on your property and the permit has 
been granted. 

 
VEHICLES 
My car was on the street and was burned. Where’s my car? 
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For vehicles left in the right-of-way following the fires: The California Highway Patrol 
removed vehicles that were left on the street and destroyed by the Eaton Fire and 
Palisades Fire. To find your vehicle, contact the California Highway Patrol Dispatch at 
323-259-3200. 

  
My vehicle (boat, car, RV, motorcycle, trailer) is still on my property/in my garage and was 
burned. What will happen to my vehicle?  

Any “titled property” with a VIN (vehicle identification number) such as a motorcycle, 
car, RV, will be hauled to a staging area for adjudication by CHP. CHP will notify the 
rightful owner as identified through the VIN’s registration and provide a “junk title” for 
the so the titled property can be disposed of and insurance claims filed.  

 
FRAUD, WASTE AND ABUSE 
 
What if I suspect fraud is being committed by a contractor?  

The Corps of Engineers takes fraud, waste and abuse complaints seriously. Any 
suspected fraud should be reported to the Corps of Engineers Office of the Inspector 
General https://www.oig.ca.gov/connect/report-misconduct/. 

 
WHO YOU GONNA CALL? 
 
Who can I call for more information? 

Property owners with questions about eligibility, operations or other concerns can 
contact the USACE Debris Removal Information Line at (213) 308-8305. 
 
The line is staffed from 6 a.m. – 6:30 p.m., 7 days a week and is the gateway to the Issue 
Resolution Process. (Response times will vary due to call volume.)  
 
You can also email us at: socalwildfires@usace.army.mil. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.oig.ca.gov/connect/report-misconduct/
mailto:socalwildfires@usace.army.mil
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ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
Antidegradation Policy  State Water Board Resolution 68-16, 
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Maintaining High Quality of Waters of 
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Title 27 California Code of Regulations, Title 27 
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FINDINGS: 
The State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) finds that: 

1. Catastrophic events such as fires, storms, floods, landslides, earthquakes, mass animal 
mortalities, spills, and other emergencies can create large amounts of disaster-related 
waste such as burn ash, concrete, wood, green waste, appliances, computer 
equipment, dead animals, food items, cars, household chemicals, paint, etc., collectively 
referred to as disaster-related wastes.  Waste materials resulting from these 
catastrophic events may be mixed such that individual components are not practicably 
separable for purposes of waste management.  The occurrence of disasters may also 
result in secondary disasters.  For example, wildfires can exacerbate the risk of 
flooding, erosion, debris flows, and slope failures as a result of the loss of vegetated 
cover.  Damage from earthquakes and other disasters can affect vital infrastructure, 
such as water supply and sewer systems, and threaten beneficial uses of waters of the 
state; power outages and fires following earthquakes can result in mass quantities of 
spoiled food and other goods requiring disposal.  Emergency cleanup activities to 
address disaster events may create unusually large amounts of waste needing to be 
disposed in a short period of time, may involve wastes that would not normally be 
accepted for disposal at a waste management facility, and often necessitate temporary 
waste staging areas on land or at regulated waste management facilities. 

2. The discharge of waste to land in the State of California is an action that is subject to 
restrictions adopted in individual or general Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) 
issued by the State Water Board or Regional Water Quality Control Boards (collectively 
Water Boards).  

3. California Water Code (Water Code), section 13260, subdivision (a)(1), requires any 
person (including any city, county, district, or other entity) discharging, or proposing to 
discharge, wastes within the State of California that could affect the quality of waters of 
the state, other than into a community sewer system, to file a Report of Waste 
Discharge (ROWD) with the Water Board.  Unless exempted, Water Code, section 
13263, subdivision (a), requires that the Water Board adopt discharge requirements for 
any existing or proposed waste discharges within its area of jurisdiction, except 
discharges into a community sewer system, even if no ROWD has been filed. 

4. For purposes of this General Waste Discharge Requirements for Disposal of Disaster-
Related Wastes (hereafter “General Order”), a discharger is any person discharging or 
proposing to discharge disaster-related wastes.  For permanent disposal in regulated 
facilities such as landfills, the discharger is the owner/operator of the landfill.   

5. Issuing WDRs prior to cleanup of emergency wastes requires time that may significantly 
impede the cleanup of emergency wastes, which would likely increase the threat to 
public health and the environment.  Under emergency or disaster conditions, there is 
limited time for those performing cleanup of disaster-related wastes to prepare a formal 
ROWD and for the Water Board to prescribe new WDRs or to revise existing WDRs.  
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Therefore, to expedite the cleanup of disaster-related wastes, enrollment under this 
General Order for these types of discharges is in the public interest. 

6. For purposes of this General Order, wastes resulting from disaster-impacted areas are 
herein referred to as "disaster-related wastes." 

7. All nine Regional Water Boards adopted waivers for disposal of disaster-related wastes, 
but many large disasters and clean-up efforts cross regional boundaries.  This has 
resulted in delays in clean up responses due to differences among Regional Water 
Board requirements.  Additionally, waivers expire every five years and require additional 
staff time to update and renew.  Water Code section 13263, subdivision (a), provides 
the State Water Board with authority to issue WDRs for any proposed or existing 
discharge that could affect water quality.  This General Order provides statewide 
conditions allowing for a more efficient response.  If a discharge is covered by a 
Regional Water Board Order for disposal of disaster-related wastes, the operation may 
continue under that authority until those orders expire or come up for renewal.  At that 
time, or earlier at the discretion of the Regional Water Boards, it is the intent of the State 
Water Board that Regional Water Boards will use this General Order for permitting the 
disposal of disaster-related wastes.  

8. This General Order applies to emergency situations for disposal of disaster-related 
wastes from disaster areas where a state of emergency has been proclaimed by the 
Governor pursuant to the Government Code, section 8550 et seq., and is categorically 
exempt from California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (California Code of 
Regulations [CCR], title 14, section 15269(a) and Public Resources Code [PRC], 
section 21080, subdivision [b][3])).  For emergencies that are not in a Governor-
declared disaster area, this General Order is exempt from CEQA because the Order 
and the conditions of this Order will apply only to activities necessary to prevent or 
mitigate an emergency, as defined by CEQA (CCR, title 14, section 15269, subdivision 
[c], and PRC, section 21080, subdivision [b][4]).  

9. CEQA defines emergency as “a sudden, unexpected occurrence, involving a clear and 
imminent danger, demanding immediate action to prevent or mitigate loss of, or damage 
to, life, health, property, or essential public services.  ‘Emergency’ includes such 
occurrences as fire, flood, earthquake, or other soil or geologic movements, as well as 
such occurrences as riot, accident, or sabotage” (PRC, section 21060, subdivision 3). 
Specific actions necessary to prevent or mitigate an emergency are exempt from 
CEQA. Emergency activities do not include long-term projects undertaken for the 
purpose of preventing or mitigating a situation that has a low probability of occurrence in 
the short-term (CCR, title 14, section 15259, subdivision [c]).  For purposes of this 
General Order, “emergency” has the same meaning as defined in CEQA. 

10. Water Code, section 13260, subdivision (a) requires a report of waste discharge 
(ROWD) from any person or agency proposing to discharge waste.  The legal 
requirement for dischargers discharging as a result of cleanup of an emergency or 
disaster area is to submit a ROWD and for the Regional Water Board to prescribe 
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WDRs for discharges of wastes necessary to protect life or property during emergency 
cleanup actions following disasters such as fires, floods, storms, earthquakes, or mass 
mortality of animals in a Declared Disaster Area.  A discharger submitting a Notice of 
Intent to enroll and comply with the conditions in this General Order satisfies this 
requirement.   

11. Water Code, section 13264, subdivision (a) prohibits waste discharge without the 
discharger submitting a ROWD and the Water Board adoption of WDRs.  A General 
Order for cleanup of wastes following fires, floods, storms, earthquakes, or mass 
mortality of animals when a state of emergency has been proclaimed by the Governor is 
critical.  The formal process of dischargers preparing a ROWD and the Regional Water 
Board adopting WDRs is a several-month long process that would unduly delay cleanup 
after these types of emergencies.  

12. The State Water Board notified the landfill operators and owners identified in 
Attachment B, as well as governmental agencies and interested persons of its intent to 
adopt a General Order and provided them the opportunity to attend a public meeting 
and submit their written comments and recommendations.  

13. This General Order does not supersede any federal, state, or local law or regulation.   
Other requirements may apply to this material; this General Order does not require any 
entity to accept disaster-related debris.  In order to streamline the disaster-related 
wastes cleanup process, coordination with other agencies should occur as early as 
feasible.  The State Water Board, in a public meeting, heard and considered all 
comments pertaining to this matter. 

ANTIDEGRADATION ANALYSIS 

14. State Water Board Resolution No. 68-16 (Statement of Policy with Respect to 
Maintaining High Quality Waters in California, the state’s “Antidegradation Policy”) 
provides that high quality waters of the state must be maintained unless it is 
demonstrated that any degradation will be consistent with the maximum benefit to the 
people of the state, will not unreasonably affect beneficial uses, and will not result in 
water quality worse than that described in the Regional Water Board’s policies.  This 
General Order is consistent with the Antidegradation Policy because it includes 
conditions that require dischargers to minimize or eliminate discharges of wastes that 
can have adverse impacts on the water quality that supports beneficial uses of waters of 
the state.  This General Order imposes conditions on discharges of disaster-related 
wastes that would not otherwise apply following the appropriate notification to the 
Regional Water Board.  All temporary discharges regulated under this General Order 
are short-term and are not expected to cause degradation of water quality.  Permanent 
disposal is only authorized to lined waste management units operating pursuant to 
CCR, title 27.  Therefore, no degradation of water quality is authorized under this 
General Order. Coverage under this General Order can be terminated if conditions are 
not met.   
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OTHER REGULATORY CONSIDERATIONS 
15. This General Order is in the public interest because these discharges would comply 

with the conditions of this General Order and would not result in violation of a Regional 
Water Board’s Basin Plan. 

16. Except as provided under Water Code section 13269, subdivision (d), and upon 
notification of the State Water Board, Water Code section 13269, subdivision (c) 
provides that neither submittal of a ROWD, nor the adoption of WDRs is required for 
discharges resulting from certain emergency activities.  The emergency activities 
described in Water Code section 13269, subdivision (c) are:  

a. Immediate emergency work necessary to protect life or property or immediate 
emergency repairs to public service facilities necessary to maintain service as a 
result of a disaster in a disaster-stricken area in which a State of Emergency has 
been proclaimed by the Governor pursuant to the Government Code, section 
8550 et seq.; and 

b. Emergency projects undertaken, carried out, or approved by a public agency to 
maintain, repair, or restore an existing highway, as defined in the Vehicle Code, 
section 360, except for a highway designated as an official state scenic highway 
pursuant to the Vehicle Code, section 262 of the Streets and Highways Code, 
within the existing right-of-way of the highway, damaged as a result of fire, flood, 
storm, earthquake, land subsidence, gradual earth movement, or landslide within 
one year of the damage.  This paragraph does not exempt from this section any 
project undertaken, carried out, or approved by a public agency to expand or 
widen a highway damaged by fire, flood, storm, earthquake, land subsidence, 
gradual earth movement, or landslide. 
 

The activities covered by this General Order are outside the scope of Water Code, 
section 13269, subdivision (c) as this General Order provides requirements for disposal 
of disaster-related debris, which occurs following the immediate response actions 
described in Water Code, section 13269, subdivision (c).  Additionally, section 13269, 
subdivision (d) provides that section 13269, subdivision (c) is not a limitation on Water 
Board authority to determine that a waiver of the requirement to submit a ROWD and 
obtain WDRs shall not be granted. 
 

17. Pursuant to Water Code section 13260 subdivision (c), Dischargers must submit a 
ROWD when there is a material change in discharge or new discharge.  Landfill owners 
and/or operators proposing to accept the material included in this General Order for 
permanent disposal would constitute a material change in discharge.  Temporary 
staging areas are considered new discharges.  Therefore, submitting a Notice of Intent 
to enroll in this General Order is needed to satisfy the requirements of Water Code, 
section 13260.  Landfills and other areas used for permanent disposal are required to 
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submit a ROWD following submittal of the Notice of Intent to the Regional Water Board 
in accordance with the requirements of this General Order. 

18. Pursuant to Water Code section 13263, subdivision (g), waste discharges to waters of 
the state are a privilege, not a right, and adoption of this General Order does not create 
a vested right to continue any discharge.  

19. Water Code section 13267, subdivision (b), provides that “in conducting an investigation 
specified in subdivision (a), the regional board may require that any person who has 
discharged, discharges, or is suspected of having discharged or discharging, or who 
proposed to discharge within its region, or any citizen or domiciliary, or political agency 
or entity of this state who had discharged, discharges, or is suspected of having 
discharged or discharging, or who proposed to discharge waste outside of its region that 
could affect the quality of the waters of the state within its region shall furnish, under 
penalty of perjury, technical or monitoring program reports which the regional board 
requires.  The burden, including costs of these reports, shall bear a reasonable 
relationship to the need for the reports and the benefits to be obtained from the reports.” 
The technical reports required by this General Order are necessary to assure 
compliance with its conditions.  

20. All WDRs must implement the applicable Regional Water Board’s Basin Plan for the 
region in which the discharge occurs; therefore, this General Order requires dischargers 
to comply with all applicable Basin Plan requirements and water quality objectives 
governing the discharge.  In the event of a conflict between the requirements of this 
General Order and the Basin Plan, the more stringent requirement prevails.  

21. Regulated landfills have WDRs implementing CCR, title 27; State Water Board 
Resolution No. 93-62; and federal Municipal Solid Waste Landfill Criteria in 40 CFR 
258. 

22. This General Order is not a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
permit issued pursuant to the Federal Clean Water Act.  For operations where storm 
water discharges off-site, the Discharger may be required to enroll under the State 
Water Board’s Order 2014-0057-DWQ, NPDES General Permit No. CAS000001, Waste 
Discharge Requirements for Discharges of Storm Water Associated with Industrial 
Activities Excluding Construction Activities (Industrial General Permit), and/or future 
promulgations.  If wastewater is discharged to surface water, the Discharger may be 
required to obtain an individual NPDES permit.  Coverage under this General Order 
does not exempt a facility from the federal Clean Water Act.  Any facility required to 
obtain such permits must notify the Regional Water Board.  

23. The issuance of this General Order is consistent with the goal to protect waters of the 
state, while considering economic and environmental impacts as stated in the Strategic 
Plan of the Water Boards and Water Code section 13263, subdivision (a).  

24. Pursuant to Water Code, section 106.3, the state statutorily recognizes that “every 
human being has the right to safe, clean, affordable, and accessible water adequate for 
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human consumption, cooking, and sanitary purposes.”  The human right to water 
extends to all Californians, including disadvantaged individuals and groups and 
communities in rural and urban areas.  This General Order protects the human right to 
water by providing a mechanism to quickly remove disaster-related wastes from public 
areas and to lined containment systems, therefore protecting water quality. 

25. Failure to prevent conditions that create or threaten to create pollution or nuisance or 
that may unreasonably degrade waters of the state will be sufficient reason to modify, 
revoke, or enforce this General Order. 

26. Pursuant to Water Code, section 13241, the State Water Board, in establishing the 
requirements contained herein, considered factors including, but not limited to, the 
following: 

a. Past, present, and probable future beneficial uses of water: 

The proposed discharge will not adversely affect present or probable future 
beneficial uses of water because the permanent discharge is only authorized to 
lined waste containment systems with detection monitoring to ensure discharges 
do not reach groundwater and temporary waste management units that are 
required to be clean-closed immediately following the use as a staging area. 

b. Environmental characteristics of the hydrographic unit under consideration, 
including the quality of water available thereto: 

The WDRs for the permanent discharge locations consider the environmental 
characteristics and quality of water available at those locations for permanent 
disposal.  Given the emergency-response nature of this General Order, it is not 
feasible to consider the environmental characteristics and hydrographic units for 
every potential scenario for temporary disposal conditions; however, this General 
Order includes requirements for considering environmental characteristics when 
establishing temporary discharge locations. 

c. Water quality conditions that could reasonably be achieved through the 
coordinated control of all factors which affect water quality in the area: 

The requirements of this General Order will not affect groundwater quality.  The 
Water Board will use its existing authority and these WDRs to ensure protection 
of water quality from these discharges. 

d. Economic considerations: 

The requirements in this General Order do not subject the Dischargers to 
economic disadvantage compared to other similar discharges. 

e. The need for developing housing within the region(s): 

The Dischargers are not responsible for developing housing as a result of this 
General Order. 

f. The need to develop and use recycled water: 
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The Dischargers may propose the use of recycled water for dust control when 
performing activities related to this General Order when available. 

27. Class II and III landfills are not authorized to accept radioactive waste.  If an emergency 
occurs as a result of a radioactive event, thereby creating mass quantities of radioactive 
waste, those wastes are not considered to be disaster-related wastes for the purposes 
of this General Order.  Such radioactive wastes must be disposed in a waste 
management unit designed and operated to contain radioactive wastes.   

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, pursuant to Water Code, sections 13263 and 13267, the 
Discharger, its agents, successors, and assigns, in order to meet the provisions contained in 
division 7 of the Water Code and regulations adopted hereunder, shall comply with the 
following: 

A. PROHIBITIONS 

1. Discharge of wastes, directly or indirectly, to any surface waters of the state, including 
ephemeral streams and vernal pools, is prohibited.  

2. Discharge of wastes to surface waters including overflow, wastewater, or bypass from 
transport, treatment, storage, or disposal systems to adjacent drainages or adjacent 
properties is prohibited, except as authorized by an NPDES permit. 

3. Disaster-related waste management operations that create, or contribute to, a condition 
of pollution or nuisance are prohibited. 

4. Disaster-related waste management operations that create, or contribute to, conditions 
that violate applicable Basin Plan waste discharge prohibitions are prohibited.  

5. Any material classified as a designated waste cannot be used for daily cover pursuant 
to CCR, title 27, section 20705, subdivision (e)(1). 

6. Disaster-related wastes managed in a manner that causes corrosion, decay, or 
otherwise reduces or impairs the integrity of containment structures at any waste 
management unit, pursuant to CCR title 27, section 20200, subdivision(b)(1) are 
prohibited. 

7. Disaster-related wastes managed in a manner that mixes or commingles with other 
wastes that can produce a violent reaction (including heat, pressure, fire or explosion), 
that can produce toxic byproducts, or that can produce any reaction products requiring a 
higher level of containment, or results in the mixture being classified as a restricted 
waste, pursuant to CCR, title 27, section 20200, subdivision (b)(2), are prohibited. 

8. Wastes such as paint cans, gas cans, solvents, poisons, household cleaners, drums 
with unknown contents, electronic wastes, refrigerators, or any potentially hazardous 
wastes (other than ash from fire disaster areas) are prohibited from being discharged at 
a Class II or III landfill and must be removed from the disaster-related waste stream and 
managed in accordance with the applicable regulatory requirements 
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9. Temporary staging areas shall not be located in areas underlain by fractured bedrock 
aquifer or highly permeable soils (e.g., coarse grained sands, and gravels) or in facilities 
that are characterized by such deposits (e.g., gravel quarry).  

10. Wastes derived from a radioactive event is classified as radioactive waste, not disaster-
related waste, and are prohibited from being disposed in landfills pursuant to this 
General Order.  This prohibition does not apply to disaster-related wastes that may 
contain an incidental amount of radioactivity that would occur within the waste stream 
from other disasters (such as medical devices burned in a fire). 

B. CONDITIONS 

1. This General Order applies only to disaster-related waste streams (1) from Declared 
Disaster Areas, or (2) from other emergency response actions that are exempt from 
CEQA, and (3) that are discharged to facilities that submit a Notice of Intent. 

2. All conditions of this General Order remain applicable until they are satisfied, and the 
Discharger submits a complete Notice of Termination, or the discharge becomes 
covered under WDRs issued by the Regional Water Board.  Authorization to discharge 
under this General Order is temporary and shall expire under the following conditions, 
whichever is earliest, unless otherwise provided in writing by the Water Board: 

a. If applicable, the Governor or the Legislature terminates the state of emergency 
pursuant to Government Code section 8629; or 

b. The Water Board terminates enrollment of individual Dischargers/Units, or all 
Dischargers/Units temporarily enrolled under the General Order for a particular 
emergency, or terminates this General Order in its entirety (“Units” in this context 
refers to any regulated landfill, temporary waste pile, temporary surface 
impoundment, or mass mortality emergency landfill being covered under this 
General Order). 

3. Wastes discharged to temporary waste management units under this General Order 
(whether located at a regulated disposal facility or not), together with any materials used 
to contain the temporary waste management units, must be removed from the 
temporary location and restored to its original state within six months of a declaration of 
emergency by the Governor or prior to filing a Notice of Termination, whichever occurs 
first, or as a required by the Regional Water Board.  Any person permanently 
discharging or storing disaster-related waste longer than noted above must file a Report 
of Waste Discharge and obtain waste discharge requirements. 

C. SPECIFICATIONS FOR ALL DISCHARGES OF DISASTER-RELATED WASTES 

1. Cleanup activities and management of disaster-related wastes must minimize or 
eliminate the discharge of any wastes that could adversely affect the quality or 
beneficial uses of the waters of the state. 
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2. Landfill(s) designated to receive disaster-related wastes must dispose of the disaster-
related waste within waste management units underlain by composite liner systems.  

3. Disaster-related wastes derived from cleanup of disaster-impacted areas and 
discharged into regulated waste disposal facilities must be isolated, to the extent 
practicable, from areas of the facility that are not lined. 

4. Inert wastes derived from cleanup of disaster-impacted areas shall be separated and 
recycled when appropriate and practicable.  Inert wastes that are suitable for reuse or 
recycling do not require permanent disposal at a classified waste management or 
disposal facility (i.e., permitted landfill).  If not disposed in a classified waste 
management or disposal facility, these materials do not need coverage under this 
General Order. 

5. Composite liner systems identified for permanent disposal of disaster-related solid 
waste must meet the liner requirements for discharges of municipal solid waste (MSW), 
pursuant to State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) Resolution No. 
93-62, or engineered alternatives to those prescriptive standards, must satisfy minimum 
containment standards for Class III MSW landfills promulgated in State Water 
Resources Control Board regulations governing discharges of waste, pursuant to CCR, 
title 27, sections 20260 and 20310. 

6. Disposal of disaster-related wastes, to the extent practical, must not impede movement 
of leachate into a leachate collection and removal system (LCRS).  

7. Food wastes, animal carcasses, and other putrescible wastes derived from cleanup of 
disaster-impacted areas must be discharged for disposal in compliance with conditions 
of this General Order and covered expeditiously. 

8. All disaster-related wastes must be protected from flooding and inundation, in 
compliance with the current WDRs for the affected unit or units, at the regulated waste 
disposal facility. 

9. The waste streams to be discharged for treatment or permanent disposal shall only be 
disposed into: 

a. Liquid waste management or treatment units as allowed by waste discharge 
requirements issued by the Regional Water Board, or 

b. Solid waste management units or disposal facilities (e.g., Class II or III MSW 
landfills) underlain with engineered composite liners and leachate collection 
systems that satisfy the requirements of State Water Board Resolution No. 93-62 
and that have WDRs for the active disposal operations; or 

c. Temporary staging areas established in accordance with the conditions of this 
General Order; or 

d. Other categories of waste management units regulated under WDRs issued by 
the Regional Water Board that allow that type of waste. 
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10. All disaster-related wastes temporary staging areas must be setback at least 100 feet 
from water supply wells or any surface water, and at least 25 feet from groundwater 
monitoring wells.  A lesser setback distance may be allowed by the Regional Water 
Board if the Discharger can demonstrate that the groundwater, geologic, topographic, 
and well construction conditions at the site are adequate to protect water quality.  

11. Precipitation that falls on, or water that is applied to managed disaster debris (disaster 
debris that has been moved or consolidated as any part of the disaster response effort), 
must be treated as leachate if runoff occurs. 

12. When applicable, Dischargers with coverage under this General Order must also apply 
for coverage under the General Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated with 
Construction Activities (Construction Storm Water Permit) and comply with its 
requirements.  The Construction Storm Water Permit (State Board Order No. 2009-
0009-DWQ) may be found on the Water Board’s website.   

Visit the Water Boards website for the Construction Storm Water Permit 

D. CONDITIONS FOR DISCHARGE OF DISASTER-RELATED WASTES AT REGULATED 
CLASS II OR III MSW WASTE DISPOSAL FACILITIES 

1. Owners/operators of regulated waste management or disposal facilities proposing to 
discharge waste from disaster-impacted areas to the regulated waste disposal facility 
and for which such discharge would or could otherwise cause a violation of the WDRs 
for the facility, shall submit a Notice of Intent to the appropriate Regional Water Board 
within 30 days after the initial discharge of any disaster-related emergency wastes.  The 
Notice of Intent must contain the information listed in Attachment C of this General 
Order. 

2. Emergency wastes (not otherwise suitable for recycling or reuse) derived from cleanup 
of emergency/disaster-impacted areas and managed under provisions of this General 
Order must only be discharged for permanent disposal into units that are underlain with 
an engineered composite liner system and a leachate collection system meeting the 
requirements of CCR, title 27, and State Water Board Resolution No. 93-62. 

3. Within 30 days after the completion of discharges for each emergency, the 
owner/operator of a regulated waste disposal facility that accepted waste from disaster-
impacted areas must submit an amendment to their ROWD (amendment to the facility’s 
Joint Technical Document) describing the material change to their discharge pertaining 
to the temporary acceptance, management, and disposal of the waste.  The amended 
ROWD must include a completed Notice of Termination form and information about the 
waste types accepted, location of the discharge including a map, and approximate 
volumes discharged. 

4. The following categories of disaster-related wastes derived from burned areas may be 
discharged as alternative daily cover (ADC) to a Class II or Class III MSW landfill: 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/construction.html
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a. Solid wastes that are classified as inert wastes (per CCR, title 27, section 
20230); 

b. Solid wastes that meet the criteria for ADC (per CCR, title 27, section 20690 et 
seq.); and 

c. Solid wastes identified by the Local Enforcement Agency (LEA) and approved by 
local Regional Board staff as being suitable use for ADC.  

E. CONDITIONS FOR DISCHARGE OF DISASTER-RELATED WASTES AT 
TEMPORARY WASTE STAGING AREAS (WASTE PILES) LOCATED AT 
REGULATED DISPOSAL FACILITIES 

1. Owners/operators of regulated waste management or disposal facilities proposing to 
accept discharges of waste from disaster-impacted areas to a temporary waste staging 
area located at a regulated waste disposal facility must submit a Notice of Intent to their 
local Regional Water Board within 30 days after the initial discharge of any disaster-
related wastes.  The Notice of Intent must contain the information listed in Attachment C 
of this General Order. 

2. Temporary waste staging areas may only be located within MSW landfills, inert landfills, 
or other designated areas where disaster-related wastes are temporarily discharged, 
stored, treated, or sorted for recycling, and where containment features and ancillary 
features for precipitation and drainage controls are present.  Temporary waste staging 
areas are also considered temporary waste management units. 

3. Heavy gauge plastic sheeting (not less than 20 mils thick) or other impermeable 
materials (e.g., asphalt, concrete, compacted Class II road base, etc.) must be installed 
prior to establishing a temporary waste pile to protect natural geological materials from 
contact with the waste or its leachate. 

4. Owners/operators of regulated waste management or disposal facilities must prevent 
surface runoff/run-on from contacting wastes derived from cleanup of disaster-impacted 
areas and must prevent erosion and transport of soils containing disaster-related 
wastes or waste constituents by surface runoff from all temporary emergency waste 
piles.  The facility owner/operator must implement best management practices (BMPs) 
for storm water conveyance and control. 

5. Hazardous wastes must not be discharged to temporary waste piles. 

F. CONDITIONS FOR DISCHARGE OF DISASTER-RELATED WASTES AT 
TEMPORARY WASTE STORAGE AREAS (WASTE PILES) NOT LOCATED AT 
REGULATED WASTE DISPOSAL FACILITIES 

1. Owners/Operators proposing to establish a temporary waste pile not located at a 
regulated waste disposal facility must submit a Notice of Intent to the Regional Water 
Board within 30 days of initial discharge.  The Notice of Intent must contain the 
information listed in Attachment C of this General Order. 
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2. Owners/operators of temporary waste piles not at regulated facilities must ensure that 
they are sited, designed, constructed, operated, and maintained to ensure compliance 
with the following minimum standards: 

a. The bottom of a temporary waste pile must be placed at least 5 feet above the 
highest historically known or anticipated level of groundwater, more than 100 feet 
from any surface water or water supply well, and at least 25 feet from 
groundwater monitoring wells. 

b. Temporary waste piles must be protected from inundation or washout. 

c. Temporary waste piles must not be located on a known Holocene fault; waste 
piles must not be located at areas of potential rapid geologic change (e.g., 
landslides, debris flows, flash flood areas, etc.). 

d. Temporary waste piles must, to the extent feasible, prevent rainwater infiltration 
and runoff and control fugitive dust, vectors, odors, blowing litter, and 
scavenging.  Any cover material used must not consist of or contain material 
known or anticipated to be classified as a designated or hazardous waste. 

e. Temporary waste management operations that include wastes with a liquid 
content exceeding its moisture-holding capacity and/or containing free liquids 
must comply with requirements for temporary surface impoundments in 
accordance with the specific conditions in Section G of this General Order, 
below. 

f. Temporary waste piles must be designed, constructed and operated to limit 
ponding, infiltration, inundation, erosion, slope failure, and washout to the 
greatest extent possible.  Surface drainage from outside of the temporary waste 
pile must be diverted from the location of the temporary waste pile through 
implementation of BMPs for storm water control and conveyance. 

3. Owners/operators of temporary waste piles not on regulated facilities must discharge 
any return water or ponded water contained within the temporary waste pile to an 
authorized sanitary sewer system, a regulated facility permitted to receive the 
wastewater, or a temporary surface impoundment.  

4. Owners/operators of temporary waste piles not on regulated facilities must post at least 
one clearly visible sign listing the following minimum information: a) project name,  
b) brief project description, and c) operator name and phone number.  The sign or signs 
must be in English and any other language common in the local community to more 
effectively communicate the minimum contact information.  The sign(s) must be 
maintained in a legible condition so long as waste piles remain on site. 

5. Liquid hazardous wastes must not be discharged to temporary waste piles. 

 



STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 
ORDER WQ 2020-0004-DWQ 
GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS for DISASTER-RELATED WASTES 
 

13 

G. CONDITIONS FOR DISCHARGE OF DISASTER-RELATED WASTES AT 
TEMPORARY SURFACE IMPOUNDMENTS NOT LOCATED ON REGULATED 
FACILITIES  

1. Owners/Operators proposing to establish a temporary surface impoundment not located 
at a regulated waste disposal facility must submit a Notice of Intent to the Regional 
Water Board within 30 days after the initial discharge of any disaster related wastes 
from a Declared Disaster Area.  The Notice of Intent must contain the information listed 
in Attachment C of this General Order. 

2. Owners/operators of temporary surface impoundments not on regulated facilities must 
ensure that they are sited, designed, constructed, operated, and maintained to ensure 
compliance with the following minimum standards: 

a. The bottom of a temporary surface impoundment must be placed at least 5 feet 
above the highest historically known or anticipated level of groundwater, more 
than 100 feet from any surface water or water supply well, and at least 25 feet 
from groundwater monitoring wells. 

b. Temporary surface impoundments must be protected from inundation or 
washout. 

c. Temporary surface impoundments must not be located on a known Holocene 
fault. 

d. Temporary surface impoundments must not be located at areas of potential rapid 
geologic change (e.g., landslides, debris flows, flashflood areas, etc.). 

e. Temporary surface impoundments must be underlain by a temporary 
impermeable barrier (e.g., heavy gauge plastic with water-tight seams) or a 
relatively impermeable surface (e.g., competent asphalt, concrete, etc.).  The 
liner must be installed prior to establishing a temporary surface impoundment 
and must protect natural geological materials from contact with the waste.  If 
emergency conditions prevent the use of a low permeable barrier and/or based 
on the emergency waste characterization risk, adequate site restoration to 
original conditions may require more substantial groundwater or soil 
investigations and site cleanup as required by the Executive Officer.  

f. Berms and containment structures of temporary surface impoundments must be 
constructed of materials that minimizes leakage and must be composed of inert 
materials that will not cause adverse reactions (e.g., corrosion, decay, or 
otherwise reduce or impair the integrity of the containment structure) when 
placed in contact with the liquid wastes stored within the temporary surface 
impoundment. 

g. Temporary surface impoundments must be designed, operated and maintained 
to ensure that liquid wastes are at least two feet below the top of the 
impoundment (measured vertically from the surface of the liquid up to the point 



STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD 
ORDER WQ 2020-0004-DWQ 
GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS for DISASTER-RELATED WASTES 
 

14 

on the surrounding lined berm or dike having the lowest elevation), and must be 
designed and constructed to prevent overtopping as a result of wind conditions. 

h. Direct pipeline discharges of liquid can only occur into temporary surface 
impoundments with automatic or manually operated fail-safe systems to prevent 
overfilling. 

i. Temporary surface impoundments must be designed and constructed to prevent 
scouring of containment structures at the points of liquid discharge into the 
impoundments. 

j. Temporary surface impoundments must be designed, constructed and operated 
to limit inundation, erosion, slope failure, and washout to the greatest extent 
possible.  Surface drainage from outside of the temporary surface impoundments 
must be diverted from the location of the temporary surface impoundment 
through implementation of BMPs for storm water control and conveyance. 

3. When applicable, owners/operators of temporary surface impoundments not located at 
a regulated waste disposal facility must obtain coverage under the Construction Storm 
Water Permit and prepare a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan to obtain coverage 
under this General Order. 

4. Owners/operators of temporary surface impoundments not on regulated facilities must 
ensure that only disaster-related waste streams are discharged into temporary surface 
impoundments. 

5. All visible portions of synthetic liner systems in temporary surface impoundments must 
be inspected weekly, or daily as necessary, until all free liquid is removed from the 
surface impoundment as part of closure.  If, during the active life of the temporary 
surface impoundment, the wastes are removed and the bottom of the impoundment is 
cleaned down to the liner, an inspection must be made of the bottom of the liner prior to 
refilling the impoundment. 

6. Owners/operators of temporary surface impoundments not on regulated facilities must 
post at least one clearly visible sign listing the following minimum information: a) project 
name, b) brief project description, and c) operator name and phone number.  The sign 
or signs must be in English and any other language common in the local community to 
more effectively communicate the minimum contact information.  The sign(s) must be 
maintained in a legible condition while temporary surface impoundments remain on site. 

H. SPECIFICATIONS SPECIFIC TO DISCHARGES OF MASS ANIMAL MORTALITY 
WASTES 

1. Disposal of large numbers of animal carcasses, and other high moisture waste streams 
from mass mortality, may cause wastes to exceed moisture-holding capacity at 
regulated MSW landfills.  To limit the impacts from a large moisture content waste load, 
the owner/operator responsible for the regulated waste disposal facility shall implement 
the following procedures: 
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2. Discharge high-moisture wastes for mass animal mortality wastes only at landfill areas 
underlain by a composite liner system and a significant thickness of other types of solid 
wastes.  

3. Cover each layer of high-moisture mass animal mortality wastes (e.g., animal 
carcasses, animal related wastes, etc.) with absorbent wastes or soil. 

4. The thickness of each layer of mass mortality wastes shall be limited to less than two 
feet, or the thickness of one animal carcass if greater than two feet.  

5. For disaster-related mass animal mortality wastes streams that are in a liquid form (e.g. 
raw eggs, etc.), the moisture content shall be reduced prior to discharge by mixing with 
an absorbent material (e.g., saw dust, mulch, soil, etc.). 

6. The owner/operator must implement a plan to prevent wild animals (e.g., birds, 
mammals, reptiles, etc.) from coming into contact with mass animal mortality wastes 
(e.g., provide and maintain adequate cover for temporary waste piles). 

7. The owner/operator must ensure that all temporary waste piles containing mass animal 
mortality wastes are discharged into the landfill prior to the end of the working day, 
unless sufficient information is provided to demonstrate that a proposed alternative is 
protective of water quality and human health for a given temporary waste pile. 

I. SPECIFIC CONDITIONS FOR DISCHARGES FROM OTHER EMERGENCY 
DISASTER AREAS 

1. In the event of an emergency not within a disaster area declared by the Governor, this 
General Order may be used for waste discharges necessary to mitigate an emergency 
under either of the following conditions: 

a. The Discharger submits a Notice of Intent to the Regional Water Board before 
commencing discharges pursuant to this General Order.  Discharge of wastes in 
a manner requiring coverage under this General Order must not occur until the 
Executive Officer provides the Discharger a written Notice of Applicability stating 
that the proposed discharge is eligible and approved for coverage under this 
General Order. 

b. An emergency is declared by a state or local government agency and an Incident 
Commander working through the Standardized Emergency Management System 
and the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services directs that waste be 
discharged to mitigate the emergency. 

2. A Discharger who seeks coverage under Section I.I.1.a must submit a ROWD before 
commencing the proposed discharges if the Executive Officer determines that a 
proposed discharge is not eligible for coverage under this General Order. 

3. A Discharger who seeks coverage under Section I.I.1.b must notify the Regional Water 
Board by e-mail or telephone (or voicemail if after business hours) of the location, type 
of discharge, and contact information before commencing the discharge. The 
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Discharger must also submit a Notice of Intent to the appropriate Regional Water Board 
within 10 days after commencing the discharge, along with documentation that the 
Discharger has met the conditions described in Section D.1.b. 

4. The Discharger must comply with Sections A, B, and C of this General Order and the 
appropriate Sections D through H of this General Order that are applicable to the 
particular discharge. 

J. ENROLLMENT PROCESS 
NOTICE OF INTENT 

1. Emergency Wastes From A Declared Disaster Area – Dischargers seeking coverage 
under this General Order must submit a fully executed Notice of Intent (NOI) 
(Attachment C) to the Regional Board, indicating the discharge meets the conditions of 
this General Order.  The NOI must be completed with all required information and 
signed by the owner or authorized representative of the entity proposing to discharge 
emergency wastes.  

2. Emergency Wastes Not From A Declared Disaster Area – Dischargers desiring 
coverage under this General Order for emergencies not in a Declared Disaster Area 
(i.e., declared by the Governor) must either: 

a. Submit a Notice of Intent to the appropriate Regional Water Board and obtain a 
Notice of Applicability from the Executive Officer prior to commencing the discharge 
pursuant to Section I.1.a of this General Order, or 

b. Notify the Regional Water Board by e-mail, telephone (or voicemail if after business 
hours) of the location, type of discharge, and contact information before 
commencing the discharge and submit a Notice of Intent to the appropriate Regional 
Water Board within 10 days after commencing the discharge.  In this instance, the 
Notice of Intent must include documentation that the Discharger has met the 
conditions described in Section I.1.b regarding the emergency being declared by a 
state or local government agency and an Incident Commander working through the 
Standardized Emergency Management System and the California Governor’s Office 
of Emergency Services directs that waste be discharged to mitigate the emergency. 

  

---
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NOTICE OF TERMINATION 
To terminate coverage, Dischargers must submit a fully executed Notice of Termination (NOT) 
(Attachment D) to the Regional Board certifying they have satisfied the conditions of this 
General Order.  For temporary staging areas, the NOT must be submitted within 10 working 
days of completing removal of all disaster-related wastes and restoring the site to its original 
condition.  For permanent disposal in regulated waste management units that accepted waste 
from disaster-impacted areas, the owner/operator must submit an amendment to their ROWD 
(amendment to the facility’s Joint Technical Document) describing the material change to their 
discharge pertaining to the temporary acceptance, management, and disposal of the waste 
within 30 days after the completion of discharges for each emergency.  The amended ROWD 
must include a completed NOT form and information about the waste types accepted, location 
of the discharge including a map, and approximate volumes discharged. 

CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does herby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and 
correct copy of an order duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources 
Control Board held on February 18, 2020. 
 
AYE:  Chair E. Joaquin Esquivel 
  Vice Chair Dorene D’Adamo 
  Board Member Tam M. Doduc 
  Board Member Sean Maguire 
  Board Member Laurel Firestone 
NAY:  None 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
               
   Jeanine Townsend 
   Clerk to the Board 
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ATTACHMENT A - DEFINITIONS 
Beneficial Uses – Pursuant to division 7, section 13050, subdivision (f) of the Water Code. 
“Beneficial uses” of water of the state that may be protected against degradation include, but 
are not limited to, domestic, municipal, agricultural and industrial supply, power generation, 
recreation, aesthetic enjoyment, navigation, and preservation and enhancement of fish, 
wildlife, and other aquatic resources or preserves. 

Best Management Practice - A practice, or combination of practices, that is the most effective 
and feasible means of controlling degradation or pollution generated by nonpoint sources for 
the attainment of water quality objectives. 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) - Refers to the statute promulgated in Public 
Resources Code, beginning with section 21000, and regulations promulgated in California 
Code of Regulations, title 14, chapter 3, beginning with section 15000, requiring state and local 
agencies to identify the significant environmental impacts of their actions and to avoid or 
mitigate those impacts, if feasible. 

Class I, II, III – Refers to categories of waste management units regulated pursuant to 
California Code of Regulations, title 27, for discharges of waste to land. 

Day - A calendar day unless otherwise specified. 

Designated Waste – For the purposes of this General Order, designated waste will have the 
same definition as Water Code section 13173. 

Detention Pond - An excavated or diked area designed to capture and hold any wastewater.  

Discharge - The accidental or intentional spilling, leaking, pumping, pouring, emitting, 
emptying or dumping of wastes into or on any land or water.  

Discharger - Any person who discharges waste which could affect the quality of waters of the 
state.  

Geocomposite Liner - A manufactured material using geotextiles, geogrids, geonets, and/or 
geomembranes in laminated or composite form. 

Geomembrane - Flexible materials in planar form manufactured to meet specific engineering 
purposes. Commonly, they are used as a barrier to waste solids and fluids.  The term 
“geomembrane” is synonymous with “synthetic liner” and “flexible membrane liner.”  

Groundwater - Water below the ground surface that is at or above atmospheric pressure (i.e., 
perched, unconfined, or confined water). 

Leachate - Any liquid formed by the drainage of liquids from, or percolation/flow of liquids 
through any waste. 

Liquid Wastes - Waste materials which are not spadeable or in a physical state where the 
waste materials behave sufficiently like a solid to be moved by a spade at normal outdoor 
temperatures. 
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Liner - A material or combination of materials designed, constructed, and maintained to 
contain any waste. 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) - Refers to the national program 
under Clean Water Act section 402 (33 U.S.C. § 1342), for regulation of discharges of 
pollutants from point sources to waters of the United States.  Discharges to surface waters are 
illegal unless authorized by a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit. 

Nonhazardous Solid Waste - Means all putrescible and non-putrescible solid, semi-solid, and 
liquid wastes, including garbage, trash, refuse, paper, rubbish, ashes, industrial wastes, 
demolition and construction wastes, abandoned vehicles and parts thereof, discarded home 
and industrial appliances, manure, vegetable or animal solid and semi-solid wastes and other 
discarded waste (whether of solid or semi-solid consistency); provided that such wastes do not 
contain wastes which must be managed as hazardous wastes, or wastes which contain 
soluble pollutants in concentrations which exceed applicable water quality objectives, or could 
cause degradation of waters of the state (i.e., designated waste). 

Pollution - Defined in section 13050, subdivision (l) of the Water Code. 

Precipitation - Is any condensate of atmospheric water vapor and includes hail, mist, rain, 
sleet, or snow.  

Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water Board) - All references to a 
Regional Water Board, include the Executive Officer, who may act for the Regional Water 
Board in carrying out this General Order. (Wat. Code, § 13050, subd. (b) & § 13223.)  

Residual - The waste destined for disposal or recycling, and removed from the site.  

Runoff - Any precipitation, wastewater, or other liquids that drain from any part of a waste 
management unit.  

Run-on - Any precipitation, wastewater, or other liquids that drain onto any part of a waste 
management unit.  

Water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan) - Defined in division 7, section 13050, subdivision 
(j) of the Water Code.  

Wastewater - Wastewater is water containing wastes from residential, commercial, and 
industrial processes.  Municipal wastewater contains sewage, gray water (e.g., water from 
sinks and showers), and sometimes industrial wastewater.  

Water Boards - Refers collectively to the State Water Resources Control Board and the nine 
Regional Water Quality Control Boards.  

Waste - Defined in Water Code section 13050, subdivision (d).  
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Waste Pile - Pursuant to CCR, title 27, section 20164, waste pile means a waste management 
unit (Unit) at which only noncontainerized, bulk, dry solid waste is discharged and piled for 
treatment or storage on an engineered liner system that prevents the waste from contacting 
the underlying land surface.  The term does not include a Unit of similar construction which is 
used for waste disposal (such a Unit would be a landfill). 
Water Quality Objectives - Defined in Water Code section 13050, subdivision (h).  

Waters of the State - Defined in Water Code section 13050, subdivision (e). 
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ATTACHMENT B – Landfills that can Accept Disaster-Related Waste 

Region 1 
Landfill County Discharger(s) 

Central Landfill Sonoma  Republic Services 

     
Region 2 

Landfill County Discharger(s) 

Potrero Hills Landfill Solano  Potrero Hills Landfill, Inc. 

Redwood Landfill Marin  Waste Management, Inc. 

Clover Flat Landfill Napa  Clover Flat Disposal Services, Inc. 

Keller Canyon Landfill Contra Costa Allied Waste Industries 

Vasco Road Landfill Alameda BFI Waste Systems 

Newby Island Landfill Santa Clara Allied Waste Industries 

Kirby Canyon Landfill Santa Clara Waste Management, Inc. 

Guadalupe Landfill Santa Clara Waste Management, Inc 

Ox Mountain Landfill San Mateo Republic Services, Inc. 

     

Region 3 
Landfill County Discharger(s) 

Tajiguas Class III Landfill Santa Barbara County of Santa Barbara 

Santa Maria Regional 
Landfill 

Santa Barbara City of Santa Maria 

Santa Maria Integrated 
Waste Management, Los 
Flores Class III Landfill 

Santa Barbara City of Santa Maria 

Cold Canyon Class III 
Landfill 

San Luis 
Obispo  

Waste Connections, Inc. 

Chicago Grade Class III 
Landfill 

San Luis 
Obispo  

Chicago Grade Landfill and Recycling, 
LLC 

Paso Robles Class III 
Landfill 

San Luis 
Obispo  

City of Paso Robles 
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Landfill County Discharger(s) 

Camp Roberts Class III 
Landfill 

San Luis 
Obispo  

California Army National Guard 

Johnson Canyon Road 
Class III Landfill 

Monterey  Salinas Valley Solid Waste Authority 

Monterey Peninsula Class 
III Landfill 

Monterey  Monterey Regional Waste Management 
District 

Buena Vista Class III 
Landfill 

Santa Cruz County of Santa Cruz 

City of Watsonville Class III 
Landfill 

Santa Cruz City of Watsonville 

Santa Cruz Resource 
Recovery Facility 

Santa Cruz City of Santa Cruz 

John Smith Road Class III 
Landfill 

San Benito County of San Benito Integrated Waste 
Management Department 

     

Region 4 
Landfill County Discharger(s) 

Calabasas Landfill Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts of Los 
Angeles County 

Chiquita Canyon Landfill Los Angeles Chiquita Canyon, LLC 

Savage Canyon Landfill Los Angeles City of Whittier 

Simi Valley Landfill Ventura Waste Management of CA, Inc. 

Burbank Landfill Los Angeles City of Burbank 

Sunshine Canyon Landfill Los Angeles Republic Services, Inc. 

Toland Road Landfill Ventura Ventura Regional Sanitation District 

     
Region 5 

Landfill County Discharger(s) 

Altamont Sanitary Landfill Alameda Waste Management of Alameda County 

Neal Road Landfill Butte Butte County Public Works, Waste 
Management Division 
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Landfill County Discharger(s) 

Rock Creek Landfill Calaveras Calaveras County 

American Avenue Landfill Fresno County of Fresno 

Bakersfield Metro Landfill Kern County of Kern 

Clean Harbors Buttonwillow 
Facility 

Kern Clean Harbors Buttonwillow Inc. 

Shafter-Wasco Landfill Kern County of Kern 

Taft Sanitary Landfill Kern County of Kern 

Waste Management 
McKittrick Facility 

Kern Waste Management 

Avenal Landfill Kings City of Avenal 

Chem Waste Management 
– Kettleman 

Kings Chemical Waste Management 

East Lake Landfill Lake Lake County Public Works Services 
Department 

Fairmead Landfill Madera County of Madera 

Billy Wright Landfill Merced County of Merced 

Highway 59 Landfill Merced County of Merced 

Western Regional Landfill Placer Western Placer Waste Management 
Authority 

Kiefer Landfill Sacramento County of Sacramento, Department of 
Waste Management and Recycling 

Foothill Sanitary Landfill San Joaquin San Joaquin County Department of 
Public Works 

Forward, Inc San Joaquin Republic Services 

North County Landfill San Joaquin San Joaquin County Department of 
Public Works 

Anderson Solid Waste Inc. Shasta Anderson Landfill Inc. 

West Central Landfill Shasta Shasta County Department of Public 
Works 

Hay Road Landfill Solano Recology Hay Road 

Fink Road Landfill (LF-2) Stanislaus Stanislaus County Department of 
Environmental Resources 
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Landfill County Discharger(s) 

Fink Road Landfill (LF-3) Stanislaus Stanislaus County Department of 
Environmental Resources 

Red Bluff Landfill Tehama Waste Connections, Inc. 

Visalia Landfill Tulare Tulare County Solid Waste Management 

Central Landfill Yolo Yolo County Integrated Waste 
Management Division 

Ostrom Road Landfill Yuba Recology Ostrom Road 

     

Region 6 
Landfill County Discharger(s) 

Antelope Valley Public 
Landfill 

Los Angeles Waste Management of CA, Inc. 

Lancaster Landfill Los Angeles Waste Management of CA, Inc. 

Barstow Landfill San 
Bernardino 

San Bernardino County 

Department of Public Works, 

Solid Waste Management Division 

Fort Irwin Landfill San 
Bernardino 

U.S. Army -Training Center 

Victorville Landfill San 
Bernardino 

San Bernardino County 

Department of Public Works, 

Solid Waste Management Division 

     
Region 7 

Landfill County Discharger(s) 

Allied Imperial Landfill Imperial Imperial Landfill, Inc. 

Landers Landfill San 
Bernardino 

County of San Bernardino, Solid Waste 
Management Division 

     
Region 8 

Landfill County Discharger(s) 

Frank R. Bowerman Landfill Orange Orange County Waste and Recycling 
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Landfill County Discharger(s) 

Badlands Landfill Riverside Riverside County 

Department of Waste Resources 

Lamb Canyon Landfill Riverside Riverside County 

Department of Waste Resources 

El Sobrante Landfill Riverside Waste Management, Inc. 

Mid-Valley Landfill San 
Bernardino 

San Bernardino County 

Department of Public Works, 

Solid Waste Management Division 

San Timoteo Landfill San 
Bernardino 

San Bernardino County 

Department of Public Works, 

Solid Waste Management Division 

California Street Landfill San 
Bernardino 

City of Redlands 

 

Region 9 

Landfill County Discharger(s) 

North Chollas Burnsite San Diego City of San Diego, Environmental 
Protection, Environmental Services 

Sycamore Landfill San Diego Republic Services 

Prima Deshecha Materials 
Recovery Facility 

Santa Ana Orange County Waste & Recycling 

Las Pulgas Landfill San Diego US Marine Corps-Camp Pendleton 
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ATTACHMENT C – NOTICE OF INTENT 

State Water Resources Control Board 
Order No. 2020-0004-DWQ 

TO COMPLY WITH GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
DISASTER-RELATED WASTES 

I. PROPERTY / FACILITY 
INFORMATION 
Property/Facility Name: 
___________________________________ 

Property/Facility Contact: 
___________________________________ 

Property/Facility Address: 
___________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ 

County: ____________________________ 

State: _____________________________ 

Zip: _______________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________ 

Fax: _______________________________ 

Email: _____________________________ 

Assessor Parcel Number(s): 
___________________________________ 

 

II. PROPERTY / FACILITY OWNER 
INFORMATION 
Property/Facility Owner Name: 
___________________________________ 

Owner Mailing Address: 
___________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ 

County: ____________________________ 

State: _____________________________ 

Zip: _______________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________ 

Fax: _______________________________ 

Email: _____________________________ 

 

III. PROPERTY / FACILITY OPERATOR 
INFORMATION 

Property/Facility Operator Name: 
___________________________________ 

Operator Mailing Address: 
___________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ 

County: ____________________________ 

State: _____________________________ 

Zip: _______________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________ 

Fax: _______________________________ 

Email: _____________________________ 

Assessor Parcel Number(s): 
___________________________________
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IV. DESCRIPTION OF DISCHARGE 
Describe the discharge (i.e., source(s) of discharge, pollutants of concern, period and 
frequency, etc.).  Use additional pages as needed.  Provide a map of the property / facility. 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

V. CERTIFICATION 

TO COMPLY WITH GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS  
FOR DISASTER-RELATED WASTES 

I certify, under penalty of law, that I have personally examined and am familiar with the 
information submitted in this document and all attachments and that, based on my inquiry of 
those individuals immediately responsible for obtaining the information, I believe that the 
information is true, accurate, and complete.  I am aware that there are significant penalties for 
submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment. 

________________________________________ 
Signature (Owner or Authorized Representative) 

________________________________________ 
Date 

________________________________________        _______________________________ 
Print Name                                                                      Title 
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ATTACHMENT D – NOTICE OF TERMINATION 
TO COMPLY WITH GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS  

FOR DISASTER-RELATED WASTES 

I. FINAL WASTE DISPOSAL INFORMATION 

Final Disposition of Waste: 

□ Off-site/Landfill Disposal 

□ On-Site Reuse/Disposal 

□ Off-Site Reuse/Disposal 

□ Other: ________________________ 

Property Owner/Discharger Name: 
___________________________________ 

Property Owner/Discharge Contact and 
Title: 
___________________________________ 

Property Owner/Discharger Mailing 
Address: 
___________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ 

County: ____________________________ 

State: _____________________________ 

Zip: _______________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________ 

Fax: _______________________________ 

Email: _____________________________ 

Assessor Parcel Number(s): 
___________________________________
___________________________________ 

Hydrologic Area/Subarea: _____________ 

Date(s) Waste Disposed: ______________ 

Quantity of Waste Disposed (in cubic yards 
for each disposal date): 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________ 

Disposal Location(s) (for each disposal 
date): 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
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II.   FINAL DISPOSAL CERTIFICATION 
I certify, under penalty of law, that I have personally examined and am familiar with the 
information submitted in this document and all attachments and that, based on my inquiry of 
those individuals immediately responsible for obtaining the information, I believe that the 
information is true, accurate, and complete.  I am aware that there are significant penalties for 
submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment. 

_______________________________________           ______________________________ 
Signature (Owner or Authorized Representative)            Date 

_______________________________________           ______________________________ 
Print Name                                                                       Title 
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During emergency cleanup efforts, restoration workers must evaluate readily identifiable hazardous wastes and determine if they

can be safely segregated and managed separately from the ash and debris. If hazardous material can not be separated safely, it is

permissible to contain and dispose of these materials with the ash and contaminated debris.

Uncontaminated and unburned hazardous materials (i.e., hazardous materials with smoke damage from partially burned

structures) should not be commingled with ash and debris. These materials should be segregated and directed to local hazardous

waste collection programs. See DTSC emergency guidance on the collection of hazardous wastes from burned areas.

Ash and Debris from Residential and Commercial Structures:
Ash and contaminated debris from residential structures should be contained and disposed of at a municipal solid waste landfill

(class three) under the direction of the local solid waste enforcement agency. If feasible, disposal to a lined landfill is

environmentally preferable.

Ash and contaminated debris from commercial structures must also be contained and disposed of as quickly as possible to

minimize exposure. In addition, it is more likely that hazardous materials and hazardous wastes will be found and need to be

segregated from the ash and contaminated debris at commercial structures. Generally, ash and contaminated debris from these

structures may be handled in the same manner as ash from residential structures.

Industrial-Type Businesses Structures
Ash and contaminated debris from these structures should be cleaned up and contained as quickly as possible. Debris from this

type of business is more likely to contain hazardous waste residues not typically found in the municipal solid waste stream; and

therefore, disposal to a municipal solid waste landfill (class three) may not be appropriate for these materials. Your local certified

hazardous materials program and/or DTSC should be contacted if assistance is needed with ash, debris or site evaluation from

such premises prior to containment.

Segregated Wastes:
Segregated hazardous wastes should be transferred to local household hazardous waste collection programs as soon as feasible.

Most businesses affected by the fires will have lost all records that can be used to establish monthly generation rates. Therefore,

unless the business was obviously not a small quantity commercial source, DTSC recommends that local household hazardous

https://dtsc.ca.gov/emergency-guidance-on-wildfires-2-2/


waste collection programs accept hazardous wastes from affected commercial sources to facilitate the safe removal of the

hazardous materials.

Examples of Segregated Wastes:
The following materials should be separated to ensure safe handling and disposal of ash and debris:

Compressed gas cylinders and propane cylinders

Gasoline cans (and other fuel containers)

Bulk chemicals & chemical containers

Lead acid batteries

Transformers

Paints and thinners

Bulk pesticides

Bulk fertilizers

Munitions

Laboratory equipment

Electrical Transformers

Air conditioners

Large metal appliances, lawn mowers, tractors, chainsaws, ATVs, etc.

Automobiles

This guidance is general in nature; specific situations may require additional considerations. If specific questions arise, please

contact DTSC.

DTSC Contact Information:
Regulatory Assistance Office
(800)-72TOXIC

RAO@dtsc.ca.gov

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

mailto:RAO@dtsc.ca.gov


https://dtsc.ca.gov/emergency-guidance-on-wildfires-1/
https://dtsc.ca.gov/emergency-guidance-on-wildfires-1/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 9 



Calabasas Landfill  
Eaton Fire and Pacific Palisades Disaster Related Waste Declaration 

Hazardous Waste Certification  

This load of fire debris from the Palisades Fire and has undergone the screening process described below.  
As such, this material is not a regulated hazardous waste and is safe for disposal at the Calabasas Landfill, 
a lined Class III landfill. 
 
The execution plan is to proceed with the bulk removal of fire debris from designated properties which 
have validated Rights of Entry (ROE) after household hazardous materials and asbestos containing 
materials are separated and removed from the fire debris.  The debris assessment process commences with 
ECC conducting an individual property Hazard Site Assessments (HSAs) to identify household hazardous 
materials (HHM) and suspect materials that may contain friable ACM.  The HSA crew will collect and 
relocate any HHM to the property boundary for collection and processing at our HHM site.   Debris 
removal phase will start after the HSAs are completed.  Asbestos abatement will be performed by 
licensed ACM contractors on all properties that test positive for the presence of friable ACM.  All ACM 
identified materials will be bagged, packaged, transported, and disposed at the fully permitted Asuza 
landfill.  During debris removal, crews will continually sort and segregate any HHM and/or other suspect 
materials.  The onsite CAC will inspect all suspect materials, and our licensed ACM contractor will bag 
the materials for disposal at the Asuza landfill.  All remaining fire debris will be bulk loaded into lined, 
wrapped and covered trucks which are secured with a truck tarp covering the container and shipped to 
Calabasas for disposal. Hazardous materials and wastes will not be part of the fire debris waste stream 
designated for disposal at Calabasas Landfill.  
 
*CALIFORNIA WILDFIRE RESPONSE – FIRE DEBRIS DISPOSAL DISCLAIMER 
After completing a sweep of each property, the U.S. Army Corps and their contractor will ship the fire 
debris material to the landfill being deemed non-hazardous without testing based on an existing study 
or exemption. This determination and path forward is based on previous CalRecycle disposal efforts 
using the DTSC Assessment of Burn Debris from prior wildfires. 
 
The United States is disposing of the debris under the application solely on behalf of the State of 
California as authorized pursuant to section 407 of the Stafford Act (42 U.S.C. 5173). Pursuant to section 
42 U.S.C. 5173(b) and the agreement between the State of California and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, dated January 9, 2025, for this major disaster declaration (FEMA-4856-DR-CA), 
the State of California has agreed to indemnify and hold harmless the United States for any claims 
arising from the removal and disposal of all debris disposed of under this application. 
Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as a waiver of any sovereign immunity of the United 
States. The Federal Tort Claims Act (FTCA), 28 U.S.C. §§ 1346 (b), 2671-2680, subject to the 
availability of appropriations, provides the exclusive monetary damages remedy for allegedly wrongful or 
negligent acts or omissions by federal employees within the scope of their employment. 
 




