
 
 
February 14, 2025 
 
County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors 
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Room 383 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Re: Statement Against Hazardous Debris in Calabasas Landfill 
 
Honorable Members of the Board of Supervisors, 
 
The City of Calabasas recognizes the gravity of the destruction from the 
Palisades and Eaton Fires and expresses our sincerest condolences and 
appreciation for the desire to move quickly on the recovery effort. However, 
the City Council is compelled to echo public sentiment that the urgency of the 
recovery phase and efforts to remediate one disaster is laying the foundation 
for future public health and environmental catastrophes that will affect 
Calabasas residents.  
 
As the cleanup of the Palisades fires moves forward, the City Council shares 
the frustration expressed by Calabasas residents regarding “non-hazardous” 
fire debris that may be transported to and disposed of in the Los Angeles 
County owned and operated landfill adjacent to Calabasas. The Calabasas City 
Council expresses its strong opposition to any and all fire debris being 
transported to and disposed of at the Calabasas Landfill. 
 
On February 7, 2025, the Planning Section Division Engineer from the Los 
Angeles County Sanitation Districts sent a letter to the County of Los Angeles 
Department of Health, Solid Waste Management Program, requesting an 
emergency waiver to the Calabasas Landfill Solid Waste Facility (Permit No. 
19-AA-0056) to allow for the receipt of debris from the recent windstorms and 
wildfires in Los Angeles County. Specifically, the waiver requested: 

1. Expanding the hours of operation from “8:00am to 5:00pm” to “7:00am 
to 6:00pm”  

2. Increasing the daily tonnage limit from 3,500 tons per day to 5,000 tons 
per day. 

On February 13, 2025, the Chief Environmental Health Specialist for the Los 
Angeles County Local Enforcement Agency (Department of Public Health) 
approved the requested waivers. 
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Despite efforts by the City of Calabasas to secure information from the County 
on the proposed waiver, the City of Calabasas was not apprised of the process 
or timing prior to the request being made. The extended hours and increased 
daily tonnage allowance will adversely affect the community as debris are 
transported on City streets and eventually disposed of at the landfill.  
 
During the February 12, 2025, Calabasas City Council Meeting, the Council 
engaged in extended discussions on fire debris removal and the intent to 
dispose of disaster-related material in a facility situated near neighborhoods, 
schools, senior housing, parks, open space, wildlife corridors and other 
sensitive locations. At the meeting, Colonel Brian Sawser from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, who is overseeing Phase 2 of the debris removal and 
disposal for the Palisades Fire, provided valuable insight on the process and 
the timing of the efforts.  The City Council also heard from community leaders, 
key stakeholders, concerned residents, and individuals from neighboring cities. 
 
As can be expected, the City Council is alarmed by the broad lack of 
transparency, the failure to engage the City of Calabasas and local residents, 
and the haste in which County departments and operators are taking action 
without the input of key government decision-makers. 
 
Furthermore, the City Council is troubled by the inadequate analysis regarding 
future risks to public health and the environment. The sheer volume of 
disaster-related material makes it impossible to completely isolate 
“hazardous” and “non-hazardous” items in the removal of the debris and to 
fully remediate harmful toxins in the material disposed at the landfill.  
Disposing of fire debris at the landfill jeopardizes the health and wellbeing of 
generations of Calabasas residents. 
 
Based on the aforementioned information, the City Council is compelled to 
oppose the disposal of any and all fire debris at the Calabasas Landfill. The City 
Council is unanimous in this position. Likewise, the City Council is opposed to 
the increase in the debris tonnage per day and the expanded facility hours of 
operation that was already approved. As it relates to the item under 
consideration by the Board of Supervisors, the City Council opposes the waiver 
of the wasteshed restrictions and the disposal of any debris from outside the 
current wasteshed boundaries. Finally, the City notes its opposition to any 
related capacity expansion of the landfill to accommodate such an increase. 
 
Please be advised that the Calabasas City Attorney has been directed to seek 
injunctive relief at the State or Federal level. The City Attorney will be 
coordinating these efforts with other agencies and organizations that share the 
concerns outlined in this correspondence. 
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The City Council will continue to strongly advocate for our community to 
ensure that their concerns are fully addressed. The City implores elected and 
administrative officials at the County, State and Federal level to explore 
disposal options outside of Calabasas, including redirecting waste to low 
population areas outside of the state. 
 
We look forward to actively working with the Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors and affiliated parties for thoughtful and forward-looking solutions, 
where the continued safety of Calabasas residents is ensured.  
 
Respectfully, 
CITY OF CALABASAS 
 

 
Mayor Peter Kraut 

 

Mayor pro Tem James R. Bozajian                   Councilmember Edward Albrecht 
 

Councilmember David J. Shapiro                      Councilmember Alicia Weintraub 
 

 
 
c/   Los Angeles County Sanitation District 

Los Angeles County Public Works 
Assemblymember Jacqui Irwin, 42nd Assembly District 
Senator Ben Allen, District 24 
CalRecycle 
CalEPA 


